
DAY 22 | A Knife in the Dark

Reading:

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male 
children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the 
wise men.  Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying:

“A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted, 
because they are no more.” (Matthew 2:16-18)

Reflection:

Herod’s murderous response of slaughtering the young boys of 
Bethlehem led to the fulfillment of more prophecies.  This tragic 
massacre was foretold by Jeremiah:

“A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted, 
because they are no more.” (Jeremiah 31:15)

The original context of this prophecy had to do with mothers in Israel 
lamenting the deportation of their sons to Babylon. These mothers were 
personified as ‘Rachel,’ the mother in the days of the patriarchs whose 
sons Joseph and Benjamin had also been threatened with being ‘no 
more’, that is carried away into Egypt.  Ramah was a town close to 
Jerusalem and associated with Rachel’s tomb (1 Samuel 10:2–3).



Joseph had taken Mary and Jesus into Egypt escaping the massacre.  
Yet families were not spared.  Evil in the heart of Herod led to a horrific 
mass murder of the towns babies and toddlers.  Throughout history 
Satan has attempted to foil God’s promise of redemption, first through 
attempts to wipe out the nation of Israel and now to a direct attempt on 
the Messiah.  Satan fails, but will try again.

This tragedy reminds us that even in a time of great joy and hope, we 
live in a fallen world where death, disease and oppression destroy life 
and rob people of hope and joy.  Many weep this Christmas and will not 
be comforted.

But darkness cannot stand against the light and the power of lies is 
broken by the truth.  Satan failed to stop the Christ child.  Later through 
his death on the cross, Jesus, a freely given sacrifice, paid the price 
once for all, destroying all of Satan’s evil works, providing comfort and 
justice for all.

Response:

Dear Lord, we remember those this season all those who weep and 
mourn.  We pray for those who are under oppression and for those 
suffering with illness and disease.  We ask you to comfort them and for 
your peace to be with them.  We know that you are near to them and we 
pray they would draw near to you.  Have mercy on them this season.  
May we be your instruments of mercy this season extending your love 
to those in need.


