
Day 23 | Home to Nazareth

Reading:

Now when Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, 
and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life 
are dead.”  Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and 
came into the land of Israel.   But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the 
region of Galilee.  And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be 
called a Nazarene.” (Matthew 2:19-22)

Reflection:

Joseph, Mary and Jesus stayed in Egypt for perhaps a year, maybe as 
much as two years.  They had the wealth of the gifts of the Magi to 
support them during the time they lived there.  God has seen ahead that 
they would need this.  God provided for them as he had for the children 
of Israel during their time in the desert.  He is Jehovah Jireh; The Lord 
our provider.  Especially in our time of need.

For a third and then a fourth time Joseph gets direction from an angelic 
messenger through his dreams.

The first message, while in Egypt, tells that it is time to return back to 
Israel.  Joseph starts heading back to Bethlehem though is anxious that 
Herod’s son is still seeking the would-be king that threatens his family 
throne.



In the second dream Joseph receives direction to change course and 
go north to their home town of Nazareth in Galilee.  Joseph must have 
been somewhat unsure of the reception they would receive if they went 
home.  It seems the shorter journey back to relatives in his family town 
of Bethlehem would have been preferred.  Yet the angel’s message in 
his second dream reassured him, for they take the harder longer 
journey back to Galilee.

Response:

Dear God, Thank you for your word and your Holy Spirit to guide us in 
the decisions of life and the journey we are each on.  We thank you that 
you are Jehovah Jireh.  You are faithful to your name and we thank you 
that you provide for all our needs.  Each day as we pray for our daily 
bread we thank you that we will receive both material and spiritually 
everything we need.  Protect us this season from the grip of materialism 
and from the temptation of overspending and desiring more than is 
good for us.  Thank you that your provision is sufficient for us and we 
can be content and at peace.


