
DAY 21 | Flight into Egypt

Reading:

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, 
flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek 
the young Child to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the young 
Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there 
until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”  
(Matthew 2: 13-15)

Reflection:

For a second time Joseph gets direction from an angel in a dream.  God 
knows Herod’s heart and the plot to find and kill this new king born in 
Bethlehem.  They flee at night making for the border crossing to Egypt 
about 65 km away.    They will have to live in hiding in Egypt as 
refugees until it is safe to return.

In his gospel Matthew is quoting the prophet was Hosea.  Hosea is 
making a direct reference to the nation of Israel.  The prophets usually 
liken the nation of Israel to a bride.  Yet Matthew sees this reference to 
a son as not only the nation of Israel but to Jesus.

Salvation from slavery in Egypt was the start of the new nation of 
Isreal.  A people under covenant with God.  Jesus, being sent into 
Egypt, and then returning to the Promised Land identifies Him with that 
salvation.

God’s plan this time has many similarities to the first exodus from 
Egypt:  A people saved from a land of oppression.  A people under His 



protection and provision.  A people who will belong to Him and 
represent Him on the earth.  A people with whom He will make a binding 
covenant.

The above promises would remain true off the second coming out of 
Egypt; a people with a new covenant, saved from oppression and under 
God’s protection and provision.  But with Jesus there would be more.  
This new return from Egypt will be a people who have His law written on 
their hearts not one of stone.  A people remade in His likeness, a new 
creation, born again into eternal life.  A people who would need no 
temple for they would be the temple and the Holy Spirit would dwell in 
them.

Jesus was the first of a new covenant, symbolically leading us into this 
new Promised Land.

Response:

Dear God, thank you that through Jesus you have led us into a new 
Promised Land.  A land of eternal promise and life abundant.  May we 
receive Paul’s prayer for all believers: “I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner 
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray 
that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, 
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.” Ephesians 3:16-19


