
DAY 24  | Good News of Great Joy for Everyone!

Reading:

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood 
up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. 
Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:  “The Spirit of the 
Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.”

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He 
began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked (Luke 
4:16-22)

Reflection:

The Christmas story comes to a close.  It has been an extraordinary 
period of angelic visits, miracle births, shepherds, wise men and 
prophets.  There have been gifts given, blessings bestowed and many 
prophecies fulfilled.

God stepped into our world.  A new King with a new Kingdom and 
nothing is the same ever again.



“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)

Nothing much is heard of Jesus and his family until Jesus is almost 30 
years old.  After decades of relative silence, Jesus, still in Nazareth, 
fulfills another prophecy:

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Isaiah 61:1)

Jesus; the eldest son of Joseph, born in disgrace and in poverty, born in 
an occupied land and made a refugee in another.  Jesus, now filled with 
the Holy Spirit, is truly Emmanuel, God with us, and begins the 
establishment of the foretold Kingdom of God.   The restoration of all 
things under His authority; freedom for all oppression, physical and 
spiritual; freedom from all bondage, physical and spiritual.  A Kingdom 
of peace, established in peace with God.  A Kingdom of truth and light, 
without fear, lies and darkness.  A Kingdom whose people are a people 
belonging to God and receiving his favour.

Surely this is good news of great joy for all peoples and worth 
celebrating this Christmas!

In the words of Charles Dickens, “that he (Scrooge) knew how to keep 
Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge.  May that be 
truly said of us, and all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God bless 
Us, Every One!” (A Christmas Carol)

Response:



Dear Lord, Our hearts are filled afresh with the wonder of a child born 
and a son given for us.  We are thankful that you first loved us.  You 
gave yourself for us that we might come into your promised Kingdom 
and enjoy all the benefits as citizens of this new Kingdom.  Thank you 
that you empower us by the grace of your Holy Spirit to live such lives of 
love and grace towards all mankind that all may know you and enter 
your Kingdom.  May we walk out the joy of the Christmas season every 
day, living a life worthy of such citizenship as your ambassadors.  May it 
be said of us, that we know how to keep Christmas well!


