
DAY 20 | The First Gifts

Reading:

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 
they returned to their country by another route.  (Matthew 2: 9-12)

Reflection:

The group that left King Herods’ palace was not just three camels 
typical of a Christmas card.  It was a major diplomatic delegation from a 
neighbouring empire entering occupied territory.  These Magi were 
important ambassadors and carried great wealth with them.  There 
would be soldiers, servants and slaves.   This caravan was certainly a 
sight for the neighbours as this colourful procession arrived at the small 
house where Mary and Joseph were staying.

Something makes it clear to them that this is the woman, and her infant 
son is the King they have been travelling these many months to see.

They present offerings of three gifts, each representing the foretold 
greatness and purpose of the child and each gift of great material worth 
and prophetic in and of itself.  Gold, the metal of a Kings Crown and 
royal glory.  Frankincense, the priestly fragrance an incense offered to a 
deity.  Myrrh, an expensive ointment, often used to anoint a dead body 
for burial.



Jesus would be both King and Priest.  Not since before the law where 
these two functions of governance in one person.  Under the time of the 
law, God separated these two roles.  In the new covenant of the 
Messiah, these roles would once again be combined.  But only after this 
Royal Priest would become a sacrifice.  Such is the message of the 
gifts, they foretell the greatest of all gifts - The son of God given for us.

Yet there was something the Magi did not see.  A mystery hidden from 
them.  The resurrection.  Jesus is the acceptable sacrifice offered once 
for all.  He breaks the power of sin and death and rises the Lord of Lord 
and King of Kings.  A Priest who now forever intercedes for us before 
the throne of God.  He is the first born of a new people, a people 
belonging to God.  The one through whom we too are made a Royal 
Priesthood, a Holy Nation, a people belonging to God.  

Response:

Dear Lord, this day we set aside all thought of worldly gifts.  We focus 
on you, the greatest gift.  Help us to press on to take hold of all that you 
have taken hold of for us. We are reminded that in Christ we are a 
Royal Priesthood.  May we seek the fullness of Christ, exploring every 
aspect of this great gift.  Not though anything of ourselves that we 
should boast.  Only by grace in the freely given sacrifice of your Son 
given for us.


