
 

DAY 12 | Speaking Out

Reading:

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a 
son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her 
great mercy, and they shared her joy.  On the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father 
Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called 
John.”  They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has 
that name.”  Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he 
would like to name the child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to 
everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, 
praising God.  All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the 
hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things.  
Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this 
child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him.  (Luke 1:57-66)

Reflection:

What a wonderful joyful occasion for Zechariah and Elizabeth, a miracle 
baby, the answer to their prayers and a blessing in their old age.  All 
their friends and family are excited for them, this wonderful couple, liked 
and loved within their community.

The neighbours are so into it that they are going to name the baby after 
Zechariah, stepping in since Zechariah cannot speak.  This is an 
obvious naming from father to son.  But Elizabeth speaks up and is 
going to name the baby with a non-family name.  This was breaking 



culture in both the choice of name and that the baby’s mother was 
naming the child.

The village neighbours are confused by this and make signs to 
Zechariah.  He must have been thinking, ‘what are they doing, why are 
they signing at me?  I’m not deaf, I just can’t speak.’

So he confirms what Elizabeth has said and writes the name that angel 
instructed him to name his son and holds up the board for them all to 
read; “John”, God’s gracious gift.  And he is wonderfully restored, just as 
the angel promised.

Response:

Dear God, thank you for this reminder that you work beyond our 
traditions and routines.  Help us to be open to what you want to do in 
our time.  May we not limit you or ourselves such that we are not open 
to the moving of the Holy Spirit.  We thank you that you are faithful to 
your word.  We thank you for the fulfilment of your promises in our 
lives.  Thank you that your mercies are new to us every day and that 
you forgive and restore all who seek your son, Jesus.


