
DAY 13 | Out of the Shadows

Reading:

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his 
people and redeemed them.  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
in the house of his servant David (as he said through his holy prophets 
of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who 
hate us— to show mercy to our ancestors and to remember his holy 
covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from 
the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  And you, my child, 
will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the 
Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of 
salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender 
mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the path of peace.” And the child grew and became 
strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly 
to Israel.  (Luke 1: 67-80)

Reflection:

In all his years as a priest Zechariah never delivered such powerful, 
encouraging and hopeful message.  A declaration of salvation and 
rescue from fear and death, the giving of mercy and forgiveness, the 
granting of freedom and peace.

Zechariah demonstrated faith by writing his son John’s name on the 
tablet.  Now able to speak he immediately praised God.   Then 
something happens; he is filled with the Holy Spirit and moves from 
praise to prophesy.  A declaration of the coming of Jesus who would 



“rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him 
without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.”  The 
Horn of salvation was for the house of David, Zechariah through the 
spirit referencing David’s own line from Psalm 18:2.  “The LORD is my 
rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take 
refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” 

Many listening might have assumed this was deliverance from the 
current Roman occupation and that the Messiah would come in power 
to destroy these earthly oppressors.  Yet fulfillment came in a totally 
different way.   The Messiah did not come to free the physically 
occupied land in a show of physical strength.  The Messiah came to 
free us from spiritual oppression and came in spiritual strength.

“The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the 
devil” declares John the disciple and Jesus says of himself “for this 
purpose I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.”

In every word and action Jesus shows us God’s will being done on 
earth just as it is in heaven.  And as He does Jesus destroys the works 
of the devil, speaking with authority into people’s lives with wisdom, 
healing and deliverance.  All authority in heaven and on earth was given 
to him and His name has authority over every other name.  Such is the 
power of God’s truth.   People living in darkness and lies will be 
delivered into light and truth.

And though Zechariah did not know it, he also prophesied the end of his 
role as priest and of the priesthood.  People would receive a knowledge 
of salvation through the forgiveness of sins and we would hence forth 
serve in holiness and righteousness all our days.  This fulfilled through 
the acceptance of the death and resurrection of Jesus and the new 
birth, into a new creation, there would be now be a people who would 
be a nation of priests worshiping in spirit and in truth.



 

Response:

Dear Lord, we thank you that you came into this world with purpose; to 
declare the truth and destroy the lies of the enemy.  We thank you for 
your great mercy to us, that in your great love for us we can receive 
your truth into our lives.  May we remember that your grace is freely 
available to us and we are empowered by your Holy Spirit every day to 
declare your truth and to serve you without fear in holiness and 
righteous all the days of our lives.


