
Day 10 | Joseph’s Faith

Reading:

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).  When Joseph woke up, he 
did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she 
gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.  (Matthew 
1:18-25)

Reflection:

Joseph was quite the guy.  Like Mary he was also likely in his teens, 
around 17, a few years older than Mary.  Today we refer to that pledge 
to be married as being engaged.  However, this Jewish betrothal was 
more than our view of an engagement, it was a binding promise.  For all 
intents and purposes a betrothed couple were married except they did 
not live together.  That’s why he is referred to as her husband and 
contemplated divorce.



Learning Mary was pregnant would have been devastating for this 
upright and faithful young man.  He was within his rights to disown and 
disgrace her which would have left Mary an outcast.  But he loves her 
and while he can’t get past this seeming betrayal he decides on a kinder 
path, to divorce her quietly.

God was aware of the cost of what He is asking Joseph to do and of 
how important it is that Joseph stays with Mary.  Once again God’s 
angel intervenes.  This time, in a dream state, the angel reveals the true 
nature of the pregnancy, who the baby is and what Jesus would do.   
Joseph is turned around and immediately steps up to his calling as the 
carpenter who would be the earthly father of the Son of God.

To come forward and take Mary as his wife was to lose his reputation in 
the village.  He would be the one who broke the law and violated Mary.   
Having been known to be faithful to the law, he was now be known as a 
law breaker.   Yet for him and for Mary, trust in God came before fear of 
man.

Response:

Dear God, once again we reflect on the importance of a heart towards 
you and a mind set on your word.  May we, as Joseph and Mary did, put 
our faith and trust in you.  May we choose to be more concerned about 
your will than what people might think of us.  May we seek first your 
Kingdom and your righteousness this Christmas season.


