
DAY 16 | While Shepherds Watched

Reading:

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.”  
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.”  When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.”  So they hurried off and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them.  But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just 
as they had been told. (Luke 2:8-20)

Reflection:

Being a shepherd was not a noble profession.  It came with isolation 
and the work was dangerous.  Shepherds travelled through shadowy 
valleys where death lurked, they had to fight off lions and bears as 
David could testify to.   Never-the-less God chose these men living out 
on the hillside to be the first to hear the good news.



Perhaps these shepherds had a level of faith above others.  After all 
they worked those same hills, valleys, and streams as David.  Those 
same still waters and green pastures of the most celebrated shepherd 
of all, King David.  The words of Psalm 23 would hold special 
significance for them. 

While they protected the sheep pens each night they would have seen 
the lights of King David’s birth place.  Never suspecting that this would, 
in their time, be the birthplace of another King.

Suddenly before them an Angel appears to declare the birth of this 
second King, “Good News of Great Joy!”  The host of heaven breaks 
forth in praise.  Satan knows this host and later on tries to tempt Jesus 
to use them inappropriately.  Later at his arrest Jesus reminds Peter 
that these angels could be called at any time to protect him, Matthew 
26:53.  Perhaps they were always watching over Jesus from the day of 
his birth.

This powerful force comes not to king Herod, or to the Roman Governor 
or even to the Chief Priests and teachers of the law.  They appear to 
those on whom God’s favour rests.  These Shepherds, who are looked 
down on by all the earthly authorities, are esteemed in God’s eyes.  
They have his favour.

Excited by the news the shepherds travel into town to check it out.  
Afterwards they tell everyone who will listen their story of a personal 
encounter with the Christ.

Response:

Dear God, thank you that like the shepherds we too can received this 
good news of great joy.  That a saviour and king is given for us.  We 
thank you that the favour of the King rests on us all of our days.  Our 



King, the Prince of Peace.  May His government of peace be extended 
to all.  May we, like the shepherds, be so excited by this good news that 
we can’t but help share it with others. 


