
DAY 6 | Faith & Trust

Reading:

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man 
and my wife is well along in years.” The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. 
I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you 
and to tell you this good news.  And now you will be silent and not able 
to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my 
words, which will come true at their appointed time.” Meanwhile, the 
people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so 
long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to them. 
They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making 
signs to them but remained unable to speak.  When his time of service 
was completed, he returned home.  After this his wife Elizabeth became 
pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion.  “The Lord has 
done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and 
taken away my disgrace among the people.” (Luke 1:18-25)

Reflection:

“...he kept making signs.”  - is this why we play Charades at 
Christmas?  “Okay Zechariah: First word; up, high, tall, is it tall? TALL.  
Second word; explosion, holding your breath, red faced, flaming face, 
glow face – GLOWING.  Tall glowing.”

How amazingly human of Zechariah.  His is kneeling before the altar of 
God just doing his job when suddenly a hugely powerful supernatural 
figure appears and speaks to him.  Rather than bow down in 
amazement and awe, he starts to question!  Gabriel, an archangel, 
perhaps the leader over one third of all the angels and who is charged 
with delivering the words of God, isn’t having it.  You can almost sense 
Gabriel raise an eyebrow; let me remind you who you are talking to “I 



stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and 
to tell you this good news”.  

Time for Gabriel to give Zechariah a lesson in faith.  The physical age 
and medical condition of Zechariah and Elizabeth is of no 
consequence.  The only issue is God’s word: “you did not believe my 
words, which will come true at their appointed time “.  It’s as simple as 
that.  Our circumstances and what we see or feel are irrelevant if God 
has said differently; “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11), "For we live by faith, not 
by sight." (2 Cor 5:17) and “So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.” (Romans 10:17).

Zechariah is struck dumb, made mute, if he would not speak faith he 
was not going to speak at all until God’s word is fulfilled.  Elizabeth on 
the other hand completely embraces it, she knows this is God’s work in 
her life and the answer to her prayers.

Response:

Dear God, your word is Truth and you came to earth to testify to the 
Truth.  We thank you that your words are words of life to us.  May we be 
passionate for and attentive to your word that we may hear you above 
all other voices, your words of life.  This season may we see beyond our 
current challenges as we declare your truth over our lives, believing and 
trusting in you - for you are faithful!


