
DAY 7 | A Visit To Nazareth

Reading:

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel 
to the Galilean village of Nazareth to a virgin engaged to be married to a 
man descended from David.  His name was Joseph, and the virgin’s 
name, Mary.  Upon entering, Gabriel greeted her: Good morning! You’re 
beautiful with God’s beauty, Beautiful inside and out! God be with you.  
She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like 
that.  But the angel assured her, “Mary, you have nothing to fear.  God 
has a surprise for you:  You will become pregnant and give birth to a 
son and call his name Jesus.  He will be great, and be called ‘Son of the 
Highest.’  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David; He 
will rule Jacob’s house forever— no end, ever, to his kingdom.” (Luke 
1:26-33)

Reflection:

On God’s command Gabriel now goes to the small Galilean village of 
Nazareth.  Later in the gospels when someone is told that Jesus is from 
Nazareth they are rather doubtful “Nazareth! Can anything good come 
from there?”  Clearly not a place anyone would be inclined to visit.  
Mary was certainly a teenager at this time, perhaps in her early teens 
around 14 years old when Gabriel declares God’s purpose for her life.  
So one of the least significant people in this least significant places is 
chosen by God for the most significant of purposes; “You will become 
pregnant and give birth to a son and call his name Jesus. He will be 
great, and be called ‘Son of the Highest.’” 

Not to put a damper on things, but the 25th of December is not actually 
Jesus' birthday.  It is from today's part of the story we can estimate 
when Jesus was probably born.  The first clue to the month is that the 



Romans did not take census in the winter.  Winter was too cold and 
summer too hot for travelling, therefore it’s likely that the census took 
place in the spring or autumn.

Elizabeth's part in the story gives us another clue.  In this passage 
when the angel Gabriel appears to Mary, Elizabeth is six months 
pregnant and we know she became pregnant shortly after Gabriel had 
words with Zechariah.  Zechariah had his turn in the temple during the 
course of Abijah which is understood to be June 13-19.  Elizabeth gets 
pregnant shortly after, say around the end of June.  Adding nine months 
brings us to the end of March when John would have been born.   John 
is going to be about six months older than Jesus, the differences in the 
pregnancy dates.  Six months from March is late September which fits 
with the likely timing of the census.

No one knows the exact date, though Jesus was more likely born in 
September rather than December.

We celebrate Christmas coinciding with the winter solstice.   The 
solstice celebration is part of the sun worship cycle practiced by the 
Romans.  It celebrated the start of the sun’s return journey, meaning the 
sun god had looked favourably on the world, the long dark days of 
winter would end and people would live for another year.

When Constantine declared Christianity the official religion of Rome in 
the 4th century the celebrations of the solstice altered.  Instead the 
focus was now on God's eternal light entering a dark cold world and 
bringing hope to all people.  "The people who walk in darkness have 
seen a great light.  For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light 
will shine" (Isaiah 9:2).

Appreciating the real timing further establishes the historic truth of the 
events.  Yet our current timing in our northern location deepens the 



significance.  We may have missed the birthday but we are all invited to 
the party!

Response:

Dear Lord, we thank you for the encouragement that this Christmas 
story is of real people in real places covering real events.  Thank you 
that your plans and promises will all be fulfilled in your timing as they 
were in Mary’s life.  Thank you that you did not leave us in darkness but 
brought us into your Kingdom of light eternal.  May we never think of 
ourselves as too insignificant to be used by you to accomplish great 
things in the Kingdom of your Son.  To you be Glory and Honour for 
ever and ever!


