
DAY 19 | The Christmas Star

Reading:

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.”

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. (Matthew 2: 7-10)

Reflection:

The wise men followed a star.  These Magi were astrologers with an 
intimate knowledge of the night sky.  We can’t know for sure what 
defined the star though it was unlikely to have been a comet, or meteor, 
or fireball of some kind, as these phenomenon would not have been in 
the sky long enough or been directional enough for the wise men to 
follow over many months.

Modern astronomy software gives us a possible explanation for the star 
they followed.  The planetary grouping of Venus and Jupiter were low in 
the Middle Eastern sky at that time of Jesus birth.  No other planetary 
grouping is the equal of these two brightest planets.  They would have 
been in the constellation of Leo.  Leo also contains one of brightest 
stars in the sky, Regulus, the little prince.

Starting low but further apart, as the months went passed they would 
appear lower in the sky, converging together.  As the Magi travelled 
west each evening the two planets would move closer, slowly 



descending toward the horizon.  On a late July evening they would be 
appear remarkably close together in the western twilight sky.  Appearing 
as a single bright glow before the Magi, like a dazzling beacon over 
Judea.

In one of the oldest books in the Bible God speaks to Job “Can you bind 
the cluster of the Pleiades, or loose the belt of Orion? Can you bring out 
Mazzaroth in its season? Or can you guide the Great Bear with its 
cubs? Do you know the ordinances of the heavens? Can you set their 
dominion over the earth?” 

It should not be so strange for us to think that the God who made the 
heavens and set the stars in place should have the universe itself 
involved in the greatest event in history.  Jupiter the King plant.  Venus 
representing love or birth.   And close by in Regulus, the little prince.  All 
converging in the west over Israel would have been interpreted in 
context of the prophecies taught them by the prophet Daniel, the one-
time head of the Magi.

 

Response:

Dear God, how amazing to think that you set the planets in place so that 
even they would be used by you to declare the birth of your son, the 
one true King.  Surely the Heavens declare you Glory and the stars sing 
your praises.  “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that 
you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for 
him.” (Psalm 8: 3-4).  Forgive us Lord if we have made you small in our 
eyes.  This Christmas may we appreciate better your splendor and 
majesty, oh King of the universe.  As we reflect on this truth we will no 



longer speak about how big our problems are.   Instead we will speak to 
our problems about how big our God is!


