
DAY 9 | God with Us

 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans 
of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”  Therefore Israel will 
be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, and 
the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. (Micah 5:2-3)

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14)

Reflection:

Bethlehem is about 10km south of Jerusalem.  It is an old city that 
existed from before the Israelites entered the Promised Land.  In the 
time of the Judges, Bethlehem was the home of Boaz and Ruth the 
great grandparents of David.  Their son Obed had a son Jesse, whose 
youngest son was David.   Samuel, the last of the Judges, was 
instructed to anoint David, the young shepherd boy, who was the 
chosen true king of Israel.  Thereafter Bethlehem the place of David’s 
birth, though not physically significant, takes on a spiritual significance.  
Several hundred years after the reign of King David, the prophet Micah 
speaks of a second anointed king to come from this same place.  One 
previously spoken of before the time of David.

Later when King Herod questions the Chief Priests about the birth place 
of the Messiah they don’t hesitate to name Bethlehem.

At the time of Micah Israel had recently be taken captive by the 
Assyrians and Judah was standing alone.  Surrounded by enemies and 
separated from the other tribes of Israel, Micah’s words were an 
encouragement that a future king will unite all the tribes once and for all 
time.  At that time it was given, Micah’s declaration would have been a 



wonderful word of encouragement for the people of Judah that God was 
with them against their enemies.

Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah another prophet of Judah.  
Perhaps at the time they never connect this foretelling by Micah of a 
king born to unite their people and the one from Isaiah of a child born of 
virgin who would be Immanuel, God with Us. 

Yet we now understand the revelation of the prophets was far, far more.  
The promised Messiah would be God with Us through the indwelling by 
the Holy Spirit and would unite all people everywhere from every nation 
tribe and tongue.  This is the mystery Paul speaks of to the Colossians 
“the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations but is 
now disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make 
known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Col 1:26-27). 

Response:

Dear Lord, we thank you this day that you are Immanuel, God with Us.  
We thank you that the mystery hidden for ages and generations is made 
known and available to us.  Through the giving of your Son we have a 
new relationship with you, a relationship more intimate and real than 
could ever have been imagined.  This Christmas season may we come 
to a deeper understanding of the truth of Immanuel.


