
DAY 14  A Difficult Journey

Reading:

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 
be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  And everyone went to 
their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because 
he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 
child. (Luke 2:1-5)

Reflection:

Government taxes are nothing new.   The emperor at the time of 
Jesus's birth, Caesar Augustus, kept count of the population throughout 
his empire for taxation purposes.  Israel would have been no exception.  
However, the Romans did not usually ask people to relocate.  The 
relocation was the means for a Jewish census.  It is therefore likely that 
only in Israel would people have been relocating to their hometowns.

Nazareth to Bethlehem is about a 160 km journey.  Mary’s pregnancy 
was in its final days so this would have been slow going.  Sometimes 
though dangerous valleys and woods.   Perhaps more than a week’s 
travel.

Joseph was still betrothed to Mary at this stage.  While he took her as 
his wife, he had not slept with her so the marriage was not 
consummated.   He might have thought of leaving her behind, but he 
had been instructed by the angel to care for her and the Christ child.  It 
would be a tough decision to take Mary though Joseph knew it was the 
right one, one of faith and faithfulness.



A time to remember the words of the prophets: “Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me.” Psalm 23:4, “When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you.” Isaiah 43:2.

It was a tough start for this young couple.  The journey must have 
tested and strengthened their faith as they overcame the difficulties and 
hardships of such travel.  Perhaps it bonded their friendship and 
marriage in a new way.

Response:

Dear God, sometimes the world throws challenges in our path and 
forces us into difficult situations.  Help us to remember your promise 
that you are with us in the floods and the rushing waters and in the 
valley of the shadow of death.  In them we find your protection and 
peace.  May we see our faith grow through every trial.  Learning that 
you are good and faithful to all your promises.


