
DAY 4 | Preparing The Way

Reading:

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the 
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come.” says the 
LORD Almighty.  (Malachi 3:1)

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, 
who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was 
also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the sight of 
God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But 
they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and 
they were both very old. Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty 
and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen by lot, 
according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the 
Lord and burn incense. And when the time for the burning of incense 
came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. (Luke 1:5-10)

Reflection:

Prophets also foretold of another child, one who would proceed Jesus, 
whose purpose was to prepare the way for him, to open their hearts to 
good news that the Kingdom of God was at hand.

After the Israelites were freed from Egypt, Aaron the brother of Moses, 
was made the first ordained Priest to serve before the altar of God.  
Zechariah and Elizabeth were a faithful and good couple, both able to 
trace their heritage to the same family as Moses and Aaron.  Having no 
children was a tough stigma to carry in their community, it must have 
been very hard for them.  Perhaps they wondered if God didn’t love 



them or that they were not somehow good enough.  To be barren was 
perceived to be cursed.

It was Zechariah’s rotation to serve in the temple in Jerusalem.  
Zechariah probably only served at the temple two weeks a year.  
Zechariah & Elizabeth would move to Jerusalem from their home town, 
Ein Kerem, about 12 km away.  To offer incense was the highest priestly 
honor. There were perhaps 20,000 priests around this time, so many 
that each priest only got the chance to offer incense at the altar once in 
their lifetime.    

Each day four lots were drawn to determine the order of the ministry of 
the day: the first, before daybreak, to designate the priests who were to 
cleanse the altar and prepare its fires; the second for the priest who was 
to offer the sacrifice and cleanse the candlestick and the altar of 
incense; the third for the priest who should burn incense; and the fourth 
appointing those who were to lay the sacrifice and meat-offering on the 
altar, and pour out the drink-offering.

Incense represented the prayers of the people crying out to God and 
the Priest kneeling before the altar burned the incense, offering his own 
prayers and interceded on behalf of the people that God would hear 
those prayers.   We can imagine Zechariah this one time in his priestly 
service especially praying for his wife and for her comfort for she had no 
child of her own.

Response:

Dear Lord today we remind ourselves that you love us as we are.  We 
thank you that you are faithful and kind.  We thank you that we can 
come to you with our concerns and needs.  We thank you that you 
receive our prayers and that they matter to you, the God of heaven.  
You hear our prayers and reward those who put their trust in you.


