
DAY 5 | Answered Prayers

Reading:

A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”  (Isaiah 40:3)

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of 
the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was 
gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you are to call him John. He will be a joy and delight to 
you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and 
he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. He will bring 
back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. And he will go 
on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 
the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (Luke 
1:11-17)

Reflection:

Not surprisingly most messages from Angels start with ‘do not be 
afraid’, after all, after the unexpected appearance of a supernatural 
being is pretty freaky. This is the first of many appearances by Angels 
within the Christmas story.  Angels show up from time to time 
throughout history but during this momentous time of the arrival of the 
Messiah there is lots of angelic activity. 

Right there, in that holy place, kneeling before the altar, while he is 
interceding in prayer, the angel announces directly to Zechariah that the 
deepest desire of their hearts is going to be fulfilled.  He and Elizabeth 



will have a child, a son, and the angel even names him; John, meaning, 
“gracious gift of Jehovah.”

John is the other baby of the Christmas story, a relative of Jesus, born 
six months before him.  John’s birth and purpose was also foretold by 
the Prophets.  John is described as the greatest of the Prophets.  He 
was the greatest not because he did the greatest things, rather because 
he had the greatest message.  He was the one to herald the coming 
King and prepare people to receive him.   He lived his message 
“change your heart, change your ways, the Kingdom of God is at hand.”

Response:

Dear Lord, like Elizabeth and Zechariah you know the deepest desires 
of our hearts.  Even if we do not see the answers right away we choose 
to trust in your faithfulness and to your word with it’s unshakable truth.  
We are thankful that you are faithful when we are not.  May we today be 
open to the words of John and in this Christmas season prepare our 
hearts that your Kingdom may come and your will be done in our lives.


