
DAY 15 | No Room at the Inn

Reading:

“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and 
line of David.  He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
there was no guest room available for them.” (Luke 2:4-7)

Reflection:

Joseph and Mary did not arrive in Bethlehem hoping to find lodging at a 
Motel 6 or Comfort Inn.

Since Joseph was going to his ancestor’s hometown it was almost 
certain that there were family members there for Mary and him to stay 
with.  As family from out of town hospitality would have been generously 
extended to them.

The complication was that Mary was due any day.  Under Jewish law a 
woman was unclean for seven days after the birth of a son, see 
Leviticus 12:2.  The law was also very clear that anyone coming into 
contact with an unclean person would also be unclean.  No unclean 
thing or person could come before God.

If the hosts wanted to stay pure to participate in the Sabbath and 
community events Mary would have been generally separated from the 
rest of the household for the week starting with Jesus’s birth.  We know 
Joseph and Mary were not well off.  Perhaps where they were staying 
did not have a “spare” room as we might.  The only segregated space 



being the adjoining stable on the home.  Sometimes the stable was 
under the home, in a cave, if the home was built on the side of hill.

The King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the hope of salvation, God with 
Us, was born in the lowest of places.  It is God’s irony that Jesus is 
compelled to be placed in a stable manger as a bed by the very 
religious rules He would set aside by His death on the cross.

Jesus would never be unclean, inside or out.  Yet He would take all our 
uncleanness onto himself, cleansing us from all sin through His shed 
blood.

Response:

Dear Lord, we remember that we are always clean in your eyes.  When 
we confess our sins you are faithful and just to forgive our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteous.  That nothing we have done or left 
undone can separate us from you.   That we are always righteous, 
justified, just as if we had never sinned.  We thank you for the example 
of your humility and gentle grace even here at the place of your birth.  
We are reminded that from your first day to your last you demonstrated 
the humble nature of true love.  Thank you for your daily provide grace 
to live lives of such love and humility.


