
DAY 18 | Wise Men from the East

Reading:

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.”  When King Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all 
the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where 
the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 
this is what the prophet has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you 
will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” (Matthew 2:1-7)

Reflection:

The wise men, or Magi, were a council of astrologer-priests who 
functioned within the Babylonian and Persian Empires.  The Magi were 
the supreme priestly caste.  As the religious authority they also provided 
civil and political counsel.  They were effectively the governing body 
under the King.

The Magi knew all about the foretold Messiah, a King to save the 
Jewish nation.  Several hundred years earlier many Jews were taken 
into captivity by Babylon.  One of these captive Jews was a young 
nobleman named Daniel.  God granted Daniel great wisdom and the 
ability to interpret the Kings’ dreams.  As a result he was promoted to 
chief of the Magi, the head of the upper house of the Council of the 
Megistanes (from which we get the term "magistrates").

Daniel would have taught them the history of Israel and the promises of 
God.  Studying the stars and observing the times and dates they 



determined now was the time of fulfilment.  The time of the mighty King 
was at hand.   A powerful King rising against the Romans would be a 
useful ally to the Persians.

Unlike the depiction in most Christmas cards it was no small delegation 
of three men on camels that made the journey.  This was more akin to a 
modern day presidential visit.  A full security force, servants, other 
officials and slaves would protect and support this senior delegation as 
they travelled westward over 1,200 km through dangerous deserts and 
mountains.

It would have been a strange and politically significant event for a large 
diplomatic caravan of senior officials from the Persian Empire showing 
up in Roman occupied Israel to visit Herod.   Not surprisingly Herod is 
curious about this foretold King, for his own political future but also that 
Israel might be at risk of becoming a flash point between these two 
great empires.

The visit took place sometime after Jesus was born, perhaps up to a 
year or 18 months after.  When the wise men arrived they would of 
course go the palace to seek an audience with the new King and as 
priests to offer their worship.

Herod’s own advisors missed the signs, but at least they knew the 
scriptures.  The king is not in King Herod’s city but in a past Kings city, 
King David’s city of Bethlehem, a half days journey further west.  The 
wise men had stopped in the logical place in man’s thinking.  But God’s 
plan was further on.

Response:

Dear God, we thank you that your plan of the new born king was 
established in eternity and made sure across all of history.  You are Lord 



over the stars and the seasons.  You set kings and rulers in place for 
your purposes.  We thank you that you are faithful to your promises and 
all your plans will come to pass in their proper time.  Lord, even events 
hundreds of years apart are part of your wonderful purposes for us.  
Thank you that our hope is in you and so we have peace in our hearts.


