
 
 

Announcement 14 November 2021 

Good morning everyone if we haven’t met my name is Matt and I’m the Senior Pastor here at Colonel 

Light Gardens. If you’re new to us today we are in planning mode to start a new church in Tonsley next 

February. In recent weeks we’ve been sharing our heart and vision for how we’d love to set up this 

new church and CLG to be really well placed for reaching new people with great news of Jesus. And to 

be places where it’s a great place to be a Christian growing, loving, and serving others and being loved 

and served. 

 

The plan we’ve been sharing is to encourage over half of our community here to head off to plant 

Tonsley, the biggest team we’ve sent out as the Trinity Network, in ten plants since 2001 and for CLG 

to return back to one service for a time. Following our four info sessions we asked all our 140 

households to let us know how they were currently thinking. And on the screen behind me you’ll see 

the pie chart. Which shows around 48% of households thinking they’ll stay at CLG. Another 16% 

thinking CLG but open. And a combined 30% thinking Tonsley. 

 

So first thing to say is that already we have a great 

group for Tonsley around 120 adults and kids, 

which would be about 90 on a Sunday. That is 

pretty much the exact number that we started with 

here in 2013, which was the biggest launch team 

Trinity has had. We’ve never had a church plant 

send out a team the same size it started with 

before, they are usually smaller groups. So it’s 

already something to be very thankful to God for.  

 

And looking at the list of names, it’s a fantastic launch team of loving, servant hearted, mature 

Christians with a bit of fun too. Cam loves that list already, its very exciting. And we usually see a 20% 

bump to those numbers when we plant. From people invited along to the launch taking up the 

opportunity to check out Jesus for the first time or connect back into a local church for the first time in 

a long time which is great. So if you were 1 of the 30% that ticked Tonsley or Tonsley but open. No 

need for further discussion, lock it in for February next year. 
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When it comes to those who responded CLG or CLG but open to a chat, if all of those stayed we’d be 

about 200 on a Sunday at CLG. Which if you came to the info night is the precise number we don’t want 

to have here, it’s the number that keeps me up at night. You could technically fit those people in to 

one service, just, but we’d have zero room for inviting new people to join us. 

 

And would quickly have to think about going back to two services without a whole lot of people who 

currently make that happen. Having had the chance to look at all the names behind the numbers its 

also not as straight forward as asking the people who ticked the CLG but open box to go to Tonsley. 

We want two healthy churches and to achieve this we have to balance gifts and how people use them, 

to have a great group of kids at both and the leaders to serve them. We have 3 drummers at the 

moment, for example, two are going so we don’t want to encourage the third to go, just because out 

of good heart they offered to drive past CLG to Tonsley if needed.  

 

And we ran that filter over not only music but sound, community group leaders, kids leaders and so 

on. The result of all of that is that we think we can set up both churches really well if we can move 

about 25 of our 140 households from the thinking CLG or CLG but open category across to Tonsley. 

It’s not just any 25 households, it’s a specific 25 households. We arrived at those 25 households after 

lots of prayer and discussion because we’re trying to balance many things. We took into account not 

only gifts and how people use them, but also where people live, demographics. And our future vision 

for Tonsley to be a Hub Church with a wider mission field and for the mission field of CLG becoming 

more local. So the good news is we’ve got a great start team and for 115 of our 140 households we are 

already sorted. For the 25 households that we have in mind, whether you ticked thinking CLG or CLG 

but open, someone for the staff team will be in touch in the next few weeks. 

 

As a staff team we’re super encouraged that so many of our households are pretty relaxed about all of 

this and are keen to serve Jesus wherever works best for the sake of our two churches. And that most 

would have had good hearted gospel reasons to chose what you chose on the survey without too much 

of an idea on what everyone else was going to do. Now that we can all see the bigger picture, we do 

need the vast majority of those 25 households to join the Tonsley launch team. And we think that if 

we can do that we’re in a really good place for both churches to start off 2022 with room for growth. 

Well mixed in demographics, gifts, vibe, kids, youth, everything to begin a new chapter for CLG and 

start a great one with Tonsley. Feel free to ask questions after the service. 

 


