
how we’re different

Protection of  
the Tax Credits
ACSTO will always stand to protect the tax 
credit program and a parent’s right to choose 
the best educational option for their children. 

In April 2011, after a 12-year court battle, 
the tax credit program was upheld in the 
U.S. Supreme Court in ACSTO v. Winn.

Even today, we still remain active, filing friend 
of the court briefs in U.S. Supreme Court cases 
such as Espinoza v. Montana Dept. of Revenue.

We will never do anything to jeopardize 
the tax credit program.

Distinctly Christian
ACSTO firmly believes in educational choice  
and is passionate about Christian Education. 

As a Christian organization, we operate on biblical 
principles. We trust God’s plan for ACSTO and 
those we serve. We seek wisdom and wise counsel 
from His word and others. We are good stewards 
with the donations we receive. We pray for all our 
schools, the families we serve, our donors and one 
another. We are very thankful for God’s provisions 
and protection of the tax credit program.

Fiscal Year ‘18-‘19 Summary

different K-12 students
to over 7,500

awarded in scholarships
$23,800,000

Arizona Christian Schools
at 125



Helping Others 
Advance School Choice
We promote STO progress through the 
Arizona STO Association, including by 
serving on their Board of Directors.

We are involved in several different  
school choice working groups which  
promote educational freedom for parents,  
both through choice and affordability.

Improving the Law
Our leadership has been instrumental in creating 
new, and expanding existing, tax credits via more 
than a dozen legislative enactments since 2003.

We continue to be engaged working with 
policymakers and school choice advocates.

Over and Above
ACSTO goes above and beyond both what the law 
requires of us, and the standard policies of other STOs.

The law requires STOs to award 90% of all donations in 
scholarship awards. ACSTO awards 92%—operating on an 
8% budget. Most non-profits operate on 25-33% budget.

Some STOs charge fees to apply for scholarships—we 
don’t. To be transparent and remove bias, we utilize an 
outside Selection Committee to make scholarship awards. 

Some STOs won’t let scholarships transfer when a student 
does. Once a student receives an award from ACSTO, the 
scholarship follows the student as long as they enroll in 
one of over 100 Christian Schools we partner with!

Additionally, we have continuously received Charity 
Navigator’s highest, 4-star rating, recognizing that we 
are accountable, transparent, and financially healthy.

NOTICE: A school tuition organization cannot award, restrict, or reserve scholarships solely on the basis of a donor’s recommendation. A taxpayer may not claim a tax credit if the taxpayer 

agrees to swap donations with another taxpayer to benefit either taxpayer’s own dependent. A.R.S. 43-1603 (C). Any designation of your own dependent as a potential recipient is prohibited.


