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Joint-Heirs 

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  For ye have not received the spirit of 

bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit 

itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 

and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together.”   - 

Romans 8:14-17 

The following study contains thoughts in regards to the passage above.  These thoughts assume the 

fundamentals of right division and the divine design of godly edification.  Therefore, it adheres to the right 

division method of study, but also recognizes the method of edificational study.   

 The issue of “inheritance” is an important one.  The issue of “inheritance” is important for multiple 

reasons, most vital to believers because it describes details of “the life to come”.  Details of what takes place 

when we die and shortly thereafter.  Many aspects of “inheritance” will be considered, but not all.  In 

connection with the above passage it is my understanding that there are many things the reader and student of 

God’s Word should know before they ever get to Romans 8:14-17.  These things include and are not limited to: 

the Davidic Covenant, the doctrine of the Christ and His inheritance, the New Testament, and key issues found in 

the previous chapters in the book of Romans. 

 It is my understanding that this issue of “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” does not take place in 

a vacuum; it is intertwined with, connected to, and generated from other issues.  These issues we must briefly 

look at if we are to handle this passage and receive any deeper measure of understanding other than that which 

can be had simply by the verses themselves.  It is my understanding the reader and student is responsible for 

any previous information found in Romans and/or from Genesis-Acts.  When Paul brings up the issue of “sons of 

God” and “adoption” it is supposed to make us “cry” something; therefore, we must have some understanding 

of some things before we get to Romans 8:14-17.  In fact Paul doesn’t explain the significance of being “the sons 

of God” here, he expects you already know.  The issue of “sons of God” has come up prior in Romans a few 

times, all in regards to God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  (This alone is evidence that as all believers are sons, so 

too are all not only “heirs of God”, but also therefore “joint-heirs with Christ”.)  One of those times is in Romans 

1:1-4 which concerns the gospel of God, which concerns God’s Son as He was “made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh.”  Therefore, in understanding what being a “son of God” holds for us, we too, as God’s 

sons and daughters, must understand some things in connection with God’s Son and the doctrinal content that 

describes that issue which was given during David’s time, primarily through the Davidic Covenant.   

The Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7; entirety of the Psalms) is generally set forth in 2 Samuel 7, but 

declared by David in the book of the Psalms.  Fundamentally, the Davidic Covenant sets forth God enfleshing 

Himself in the seed line of David, to do for Israel what Israel could not do for themselves.  Within the Psalms God 

sets forth what His Son will do, what He will do with His Son, and His inheritance, etc.  Even though the 
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declaration of doctrinal details of the Davidic Covenant is found in the Psalms, 2 Samuel 7 will be profitable to 

set forth in general, the matter at hand, in regards to Christ’s inheritance. 

2 Samuel 7:11-16, “And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and 

have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house. 

And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which 

shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I 

will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit 

iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: But my mercy shall 

not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy 

kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.” Here there’re 4 

fundamental matters: 1) God will be a father to David’s seed and David’s seed will be a son to David’s God, 2) 

God will establish His Son’s throne, 3) God will establish His Son’s throne FOREVER, 4) God is going to make 

David’s seed His house; in other words, God is going to enflesh Himself in the seed line of David (aka – Christ 

made of the seed of David according to the flesh).   

As Romans 8:14-17 is in the context of being a “son of God”, which hearkens back to the Davidic Covenant these 

matters must be dealt with most fundamentally.  The matter which I want to point out is numbers 2 & 3: the 

issues of God establishing the throne of David’s seed and doing it FOREVER.  Two fundamental matters are 

involved in the inheritance of the Christ: 1) eternal life, and 2) a throne or ruling and reigning. 

 As the Davidic Covenant is further spelled out and declared in detail in the book of the Psalms these two 

fundamental matters become even more prevalent.   

In Psalm 2, the psalmist describes the cooperation of the Jews and Gentiles against God’s anointed.  

Prophetically, this takes place during the Lord’s earthly ministry and continues on after His death, burial, and 

resurrection.  In :6-7 God explains, “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.  I will declare the decree: 

The LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.”  God has not only raised Christ 

from the dead, but has “set” Him in a position of reigning.  As God described He was pleased with His Son during 

His earthly ministry, the day God is speaking of in Psalm 2 is when He raises Christ from the dead and sets Him.  

Therefore, Christ’s inheritance is twofold, both the issue of being the “begotten from the dead” and being “set” 

as king upon God’s holy hill.   

In Psalm 16:10-11, “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 

corruption.  Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are 

pleasures for evermore” we find the same twofold breakdown.  God will not “leave Christ’s soul in hell”, also the 

issue of His body will not see corruption and not only will He have life, but will be shown the “path of life…at 

God’s right hand”.  God’s right hand being a prominent position of authority.   
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In Psalm 110:1, “The LORD said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 

footstool” and in the verses that follow we see the twofold issue as well.  Christ will have “the dew of thy youth” 

(:3) and He will “sit thou at my right hand”.   

It is evident therefore, that Christ’s inheritance is made up of resurrected life and a position of authority.  This 

would make sense, sense Adam, the first Adam was made in a position of rulership, that the second Adam 

would need to provide justification of life because of the first Adam’s fall and Himself reconcile the authority.  

Further information can be found in 1 Corinthians 15.  These are but a few passages dealing with this issue, but 

may they suffice it for now. 

When the apostle Paul therefore describes being an apostle of Jesus Christ to share the issue of the 

gospel of God, which concerns His Son “which was made of the seed of David and declared to be the Son of God 

with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” then we can expect therefore 

for Paul to both bring up “life” and “reigning”.  However, we also can expect Paul to administer them in their 

proper sense and sequence.  “Reigning” and a throne forever, although the ultimate goal and objective hinges 

upon “life”.  It would be “life” that God gives first granting access to “this grace” which is abundant to provide 

the necessary means to “reign”.  Paul proceeds to set forth the details of the gospel of Christ and how we 

become beneficiaries of justification unto eternal life.  To become a beneficiary of the first aspect and therefore 

access to the second aspect we respond to the death, burial, and resurrection for our sins by faith and faith 

alone.  At the moment we believe we are ‘at-one’ with Christ.  We therefore, receive the gift of eternal life.  

Even though Paul doesn’t use the terminology, much like other times and times ahead in Paul’s epistles, God will 

set forth the concept and then name that concept.  When we are justified unto eternal life we therefore inherit 

“life”.  We not only receive “life” by and through Christ, but we also “live with Him” as taught in Romans 6.  In 

fact, as a consequence of receiving eternal life, we partake in that life now, thus are “crucified with Him” and 

“live with Him” having the privilege to bear fruit unto holiness and the end being everlasting life (Rom. 6:14-23), 

thus describing fundamentally, the fruit we bear now in this life, has impact upon the life to come.  We are 

therefore, upon the moment of faith in Christ, “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ”.   

As God’s children, His sons, we are “heirs of God” and because we are not the first or only child, son or 

daughter; therefore, are “joint-heirs with Christ”.  When one is involved with an “inheritance” as part of a family 

with a father and siblings, not just one child, but with many siblings or at least one other, it is natural, very 

natural, to look at the inheritance in two ways: the inheritance from the father’s perspective and the same 

inheritance in the perspective of having siblings and therefore coheirs (my understanding coheirs and joint heirs 

have different shades of meaning).  In other words, it is natural to perceive the inheritance one receives from 

the father, but also natural to perceive the inheritance in light of who you share it with.  By definition a “joint-

heir” is one who jointly inherits with another heir the right to inherit a person’s money, property, title, etc.  

Therefore, as we inherited “life” and “live with Him” because we inherit together this “life” we are “joint-heirs 

with Christ”.  Christ is an “heir of God” providing us to be “heirs of God” with Him, thus making us “joint-heirs 

with Christ”.  In other words, in order to have “eternal life” we must jointly share it with Christ, for it is His life, 

promised to Him by His Father, as “THE SEED”.  Yet, we also are counted as “THE SEED”, being in Christ, through 
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faith in Him.  As He is “THE SEED” and we in Him, we are joint-heirs with Him.  However, this isn’t the point of 

Romans 8:16-17, for we should already understand this by the time we get to Romans 8:16-17, it is the 

information within the realm of being “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” that the Spirit is going to fulfill 

the purpose of bearing witness to our spirit, by taking this understanding and adding to it the information after 

the semi-colon (;); that is, “if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together.”   

Life in Christ and living with Him, jointly sharing in His life is not all of the inheritance.  This portion or aspect of 

the inheritance we jointly share, the moment we trust Christ.  Even though justification unto eternal life gives us 

access to the second portion or second aspect of the inheritance, it does not come automatic.  This secondary 

aspect of the inheritance is contingent upon something, just as it was and is for Christ.  The contingency is found 

in numerous places, one of which is in the New Testament.  According to a will and testament the testator can 

describe any portion, aspect, or all of the inheritance as freely given or place a condition upon all or part of it.  

For example a testament can explain that all the inheritors will get equal share of an aspect of the estate.  If 

there are 4 inheritors and 100 acres of land, each inheritor will get 25 acres of land as part of their inheritance, 

etc.  Nevertheless, the testator can place conditions upon other aspects of the inheritance.  For example, let’s 

say there are 2 inheritors now, to inherit the running of the testators business.  Yet, the condition upon the 

running of the testators business is conditioned upon finishing college with a bachelor’s degree.  Then it is 

incumbent upon the inheritor if they desire to inherit the running of the testators business, or this aspect of the 

inheritance, to go to college and graduate with a bachelor’s degree.  In fact, due to the stipulations of the 

testament the inheritor cannot run the business unless this qualification is met.  It is my understanding that the 

details of the New Testament, don’t describe this in great detail, for the testator would do this (the gospel 

accounts), but do provide for a condition aspect of the inheritance, per, Jeremiah 31:34, “and they shall teach 

no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD:…”  Here we find an equality (know the 

LORD), but within that equality provision for hierarchy.  It is my understanding the hierarchy is based first upon 

how well they “know the LORD”.  This “knowing the LORD” or this “knowledge” would provide them the 

necessary instructions to qualify them as “greatest of them”.  One therefore should expect the testator, the Lord 

Jesus Christ to talk about how one will be “least” and how one will be “greatest”, of which He does in the gospel 

accounts.  He also does this in regards to “the mystery” through the apostle Paul.   

It is my understanding the aspect of Christ’s inheritance of reigning according to the Davidic Covenant had a 

condition upon it of “suffering”.  “The sufferings of Christ” as told by the mouth of the prophets, David being 

one of them in the Psalms, would ensure and grant Christ a position of authority upon resurrection from dead; 

in fact, the position of the “first begotten”, “the firstborn”.  Death being a stipulation for resurrection not to 

reign, but suffering unto death a stipulation for reigning.  I will note briefly 1 Peter 1:6-12 to validate that the 

prophets spoke of this issue. 

The writer of Hebrews also describes this issue in the entirety of chapter 2.  Hebrews 2:9-13, “But we see Jesus, 

who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that 

he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by 



Twin Cities Grace Fellowship 

 

5 | P a g e  

 

whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not 

ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church 

will I sing praise unto thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which 

God hath given me.” 

Making “salvation perfect through sufferings” is an expression describing the 2 aspects of the inheritance and 

the conditional placed upon perfection of salvation.  Therefore, it should be no surprise as these things are dealt 

with in Israel’s program in both the issues of the Davidic Covenant regarding “redemption” and the New 

Testament in regards to “the spirit of holiness” that it is, for the Apostle Paul to preach these matters per “the 

gospel of God” concerning His Son which was made from the seed of David and the Son which is declared to be 

with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.  It should come to no surprise 

then to find Paul an able minister of the spiritual things of the New Testament and a preacher of the gospel of 

God to teach us as beneficiaries of them by God’s grace the twofold aspect of our inheritance and further detail 

of “our inheritance” first by talking about “the creature” and our involvement of it in Romans 8. 

In summary, it is my understanding that the two-fold aspect of “the inheritance” is supposed to be understood 

by the Davidic Covenant and the New Testament.  As Paul introduces both of these issues in the opening 5 

verses of Romans 1, we are to expect them to come up in Romans.  We therefore, see the two-fold issue come 

up in Romans 5:17, with “reigning in life” by the reception of “the abundance of grace and the gift of 

righteousness”, “the gift of righteousness” providing “life” and “the abundance of grace” to be something we 

access providing for us opportunity to “reign in life”.  It is “this grace” that Paul wants to “abound” in Romans 6 

learning that our baptism into Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection has granted our fruit unto holiness and the 

end everlasting life to be produced.  Our new identity in Christ thus gives us the privilege as “sons” (Romans 8) 

to partake in the further conditional aspect of the inheritance.   

This conditional aspect does not provide us to be a “joint-heir”, but rather as a “joint-heir with Christ” to inherit 

eminence, fulness, glory.  This eminence, fulness, and glory is consistent with “reigning in life” in Romans 8:17 

and thus God’s grace has provided us the privilege of “suffering with Him” in order to be “glorified together”.  

Notice the groups of information in Romans 8:16-17 and how they are bracketed by the punctuation marks, 

serving how we are to group the information and think of it, both as a whole and in component parts.  He first 

starts with “children of God”:  

{and if children, then heirs;} 

{heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;} 

{if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together.} 

In the realm of our inheritance as “children of God” we are “heirs of God” in relation to God; however, in relation 

to Christ we are not heirs of Christ, but rather as children, as sons, as He is, we are “joint-heirs with Christ.”  This 
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is what “bearing witness” provides for, taking one step by step, advancing their thinking in what they already 

know to provide the next step that is unknown to them.  It is my understanding from both the Davidic Covenant, 

the New Testament, and from Paul’s ministering of those things in his gospel thus far in Romans one should 

already know, “that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 

Christ;”, which is why the Spirit is bearing witness; however, what one doesn’t know fully, but would expect it if 

they understood the matters previously listed, is that “if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also 

glorified together.”  In fact, one cannot do anything “with Him” unless they are first made a “joint-heir with 

Him”.  In other words, “suffering with Him” is a privilege that becoming a “joint-heir with Him” provides.  In 

other words, “suffering with Him” is contingent upon being  a “joint-heir with Christ” not what makes us a “joint-

heir with Christ”.  Nevertheless, it is within our “joint-heir with Christ” status that we have access to partake in 

being “glorified together” upon “suffering with Him”.  It is the “glorified together” issue that is not only 

contingent upon being a “joint-heir with Christ”, but also upon “suffering with Him” as “heirs of God, and joint-

heirs of Christ”.  This not only keeps in line with the Davidic Covenant, the New Testament and therefore the will 

and testament, but also Romans and most importantly the context and order in which the information is given. 

One short-hands themselves, God, and Christ when “the suffering with Him” is made a contingent for being a 

“joint-heir with Christ”.  Rather, the contingency is as a “joint-heir with Christ” to “suffer with Him” THAT 

(purpose clause), not to be a “joint-heir with Him”, but THAT WE MAY BE “glorified together”.  This “glorified 

together” issue is what Paul will further develop.  It is this “glory” that is parallel to “reigning with Him” and not 

becoming a “joint-heir with Christ”.  Again, being already a “joint-heir with Christ” grants us access to being 

“glorified together”.  This is why Paul says what he says in 2 Timothy 2:8-13, 

“Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: wherein I 

suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.  Therefore I endure all 

things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  

It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him: if we suffer, we shall also reign 

with Him: if we deny Him, He also will deny us: if we believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny 

Himself.”      

As far as a few additional matters, this makes sense therefore, when Paul explains in Ephesians 4:13, “till we all 

come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 

of the stature of the fulness of Christ:”  It is a measure of stature (eminence) of the fulness of Christ that we are 

after, a measure of glory, a weight of glory we are after (2 Cor. 4:17).  Christ has the “preeminence”, but we can 

“obtain” a measure of that and thus be “glorified together”.  This makes sense of other passages like Ephesians 

5:5, Philippians 3:14, Colossians 3:24; as well as, 1 Corinthians 15:22-32, 35-41, 2 Cor. 3:18.  This also makes 

sense in regards to Christ being mentioned as “the firstborn” of two issues in Colossians 1.     

We all inherit jointly Christ’s life and a new glorious body, the issue becomes within that joint-heirship is what 

“measure”, what “weight” of glory, if any at all.  This is why there is a two-fold issue of our new glorious body, it 
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is glorious compared to our current body, but it will also be decked with further glory based upon our “suffering 

with Him” manifesting us in qualified positions to reign (hence 1 Cor. 15:35-41).   

One should also take into consideration when determining whether there is two inheritances or two aspects of 

one inheritance the issue of God’s inheritance.  Paul calls God’s inheritance just that, “His inheritance in the 

saints” (Eph. 1:18); yet, His inheritance consists of “saints”, His inheritance includes two realms of His creation, 

the heaven and the earth, but it is His inheritance, singular.  When we received life, when we will receive a new 

body, and when some receive a “weight of glory” we will not view it as our inheritance(s), but our inheritance 

and all of it was because we are “joint-heirs with Christ”, the matter again is to what “measure”, to what degree, 

if any at all.  

 

Look Up, 

Josh Strelecki, Pastor 
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