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ROMANS 8 

WALKING AFTER THE SPIRIT UNDER GRACE 
 

Romans 8:18-25 Pt. 5: Sufferings, Glory, The Creature, and Hope 

 

REVIEW ROMANS 8:18-25 Pt. IV 

 In Romans 8:20-23 we learned of the subjection of the creature to vanity, but also its’ hope; that 

is, deliverance by the instrumentality of the glorious liberty it will be brought into.  Glorious liberty from 

corruption and vanity that stems from “the children of God”.  We also learned that we joined the whole 

creation in groaning in pain until that deliverance and with possession of the firstfruits of the Spirit we 

groan and wait for the redemption of the body.  We, in view of, the vanity, bondage, and pain that the 

whole creation is in, groan and wait for our new bodies and deliverance of the creature.  It is this 

information that provides us the capacity to “suffer with Him” and to “reckon” with our Father, His Son, 

the Spirit’s leading, and Paul that “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 

the glory which shall be revealed in us.”  We, therefore, turn to how that understanding, our hope, saves 

us when we suffer.  

 

ENGAGING THE TEXT 

 
24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is 

seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why 

doeth he yet hope for? 

25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we 

with patience wait for it. 

 
 
ROMANS 8:18-25 Pt. IV 
QUESTIONS 

 

1. What does it mean to be “saved by hope” in the context of suffering?   What does it mean to be 

“saved”, knowing that we will be “in pain”, or experience “the sufferings of this present time” 

until “the redemption of our body”?  In other words, how can you be saved knowing you will 

suffer, when it is commonly thought we are saved from suffering?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

saved (v. 24) – To reserve or lay by for preservation. 

 
hope (v. 24) – A desire of some good, accompanied with 

at least a slight expectation of obtaining it, or a belief 

that it is obtainable. Hope differs from wish and desire 

in this, that it implies some expectation of obtaining the 

good desired, or the possibility of possessing it. Hope 

therefore always gives pleasure or joy; whereas wish 

and desire may produce or be accompanied with pain 

and anxiety. 

 
patience (v. 25) – The suffering of afflictions, pain, toil, 

calamity, provocation or other evil, with a calm, 

unruffled temper; endurance without murmuring or 

fretfulness. Patience may spring from constitutional 

fortitude, from a kind of heroic pride, or from Christian 

submission to the divine will. 
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2. Where does the saving take place?, What are we being saved from?      

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What is the salvation according to verse 25, or what can we do with this hope as we wait? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LAYERING 

4. If “patience” is the salvation, then what are we being saved from by our hope, or what is the 

opposite of patience that corresponds to “sufferings”, “pain”, “corruption”, and “vanity”?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Opposite of Patience, or the Effects of Suffering 

 Agitation  

 Cowardice 

 Idleness 

 Indifference 

 

 Fear 

 Frustration 

 Hastiness 

 

5. If you “see” hope, is it really hope?  Why does Paul need to say what he says in regards to 

“seeing” hope is not “hope”?     

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Can you give an example of “seeing hope” that would be contrary to what Paul is talking about 

here?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What are we to wait for our hope with, or what does our hope provide?    

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Summary: “The firstfruits of the Spirit” provide us the details of our “hope” that we cannot 

 “see”.  This provides us with a different set of “eyes”, the “eyes of our understanding”, to look 

 out of.  These “eyes” provide the point that the Spirit wants to build in us; that is, knowing we are 

 to wait and suffer to “suffer with Christ” “with patience”.     
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8. What is “patience”?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICATION 

1. Do you want to be glorified together with Christ?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Do you suffer with Christ in the sufferings of this present time?    

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Do you suffer with Christ by patiently waiting in the sufferings of this present time by 

reckoning all the details of our hope and glory?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Is God’s patience and longsuffering characterize how you suffer?  If not, what do you need to 

do in order to have “the firstfruits of the Spirit” work in you?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ROMANS 8:26-30 PART I PREPARATION 

 Read Romans 8:26-30 

 
ADDITIONAL NOTES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


