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ROMANS 8 

WALKING AFTER THE SPIRIT UNDER GRACE 
 

Romans 8:18-25 Pt. 3: Sufferings, Glory, The Creature, and Hope 

 

REVIEW ROMANS 8:18-25 Pt. III 

 In Romans 8:20 we were taught the reason of why the creature expects the sons of God; that is, 

because it is currently subject to vanity.  The glory that will be revealed in us at the manifestation of the 

sons of God will be the fulfillment of God’s hope for the creature.  The long held bondage of corruption it 

is in will be changed into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  This glory, this hope that is the 

creatures is ours as well, in fact, it is the incomparable glory we are to reckon as we face the sufferings of 

this present time.  In light of this glory the sufferings are not worthy to be compared to it.  

 

ENGAGING THE TEXT 

 
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, 

not willingly, but by reason of Him who hath 

subjected the same in hope, 

21 Because the creature itself also shall be 

delivered form the bondage of corruption into 

the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

22 For we know that the whole creation 

groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 

now. 

23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which 

have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 

ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for 

the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 

body. 

 
 

vanity (v. 20) – Emptiness; want of substance to satisfy 

desire; uncertainty; inanity 

 
reason (v. 20) – one to whom shares an inheritance or 

aspects of an inheritance with Christ   

 
bondage of corruption 
 
whole creation (v. 22) – the creature and the earth 

(earth, man, animals) 

 

firstfruits of the Spirit (v. 23) – the earnest of the Spirit, 

the knowledge of our hope, the expectation of glory in 

the creature 

 

adoption (v. 23) – we have received the Spirit of 

adoption, but there is an aspect of our adoption we wait 

for; that is, the glory in a new body 

 

redemption of our body (v. 23) – the resurrection of our 

body 
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ROMANS 8:18-25 Pt. IV 
QUESTIONS 

 

1. What is the bondage of corruption?  According to verse 22 is only “the creature” in the bondage 

of corruption? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What will “the creature” be delivered “into”?  What does “glorious liberty” mean in light of 

“vanity” and “the bondage of corruption”?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Where does this “glorious liberty” proceed from? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How does it proceed from “the children of God”, or how can “the children of God” give “the 

creature” “glorious liberty”?   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Does “the whole creation” groan and travail “in pain”?  Therefore, does “the creature” groan and 

travail “in pain”? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What does Paul mean when he says, “until now”?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LAYERING 

7. Did we not groan and travail “in pain” before we were saved?  In fact, did we not groan and 

travail with creation due to the sufferings of this present time that are common to man?  Then, 

what does “until now” mean?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Who is the “they” in verse 23?   

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Do we groan with the whole creation now?  In what way do we do it “now” as His sons and 

daughters that we didn’t before we were saved?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What are “the firstfruits of the Spirit”?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Summary:  The grace of having “the firstfruits of the Spirit” or “the earnest of the Spirit” 

 determines the difference between groaning as an unbeliever compared to now being God’s sons 

 and daughters.  Our groaning “in pain” is the same as it was before we were saved; however, we 

 groan “having the firstfruits of the Spirit”, we groan now “in pain” possessing the knowledge of 

 our hope and glory in “the creature”.  Our reckoning the “pain”, “the sufferings of this present 

 time” not worthy to be compared to the glory and thus responding to sufferings as Christ does and 

 thus “suffer with Him” we have the promise of being “glorified together”.   

 

11. Our groaning is “in pain”, while earnestly expecting and “waiting” for what?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What is “the redemption of our body”? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary:  Therefore the glory that shall be revealed in us and the prospect of being glorified 

together and delivering the creature from the bondage of corruption will take place in a redeemed 

body.   
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APPLICATION 

1. Looking back to verse 18 and, at that point, not knowing much of the glory that shall be 

revealed in us, what are some of the details of that glory you can think and mind when you go 

through the sufferings of this present time?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Now understanding more of the glory can you reckon with Paul that the sufferings of this 

present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us?    

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. More importantly will you reckon the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What sufferings are you currently going through in which you can begin to reckon these 

truths toward? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ROMANS 8:18-25 PART V PREPARATION 

 Read Romans 8:24-25 

 
ADDITIONAL NOTES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


