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ROMANS 8 

WALKING AFTER THE SPIRIT UNDER GRACE 
 

Romans 8:18-25 Pt. 1: Sufferings, Glory, The Creature, and Hope 

 

REVIEW ROMANS 8:18-25 Pt. 1  

 In Romans 8:18 began the framework in which we are to handle God’s incomparable glory He 

has for us in light of the sufferings we go through; in order to suffer with Christ by reckoning that they are 

not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.  As Paul continues in verses 19 and 

following He will expand upon some of the details of this glory to produce in us an earnest expectation of 

it and therefore an ardent pursuit of it even in sufferings.                 

 

ENGAGING THE TEXT 

 
 

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in us. 

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature 

waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of 

God. 

20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, 

not willingly, but by reason of Him who hath 

subjected the same in hope, 

21 Because the creature itself also shall be 

delivered form the bondage of corruption into 

the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 
 
 
 

reckon (v. 18) – to count true no matter what the 

situation or circumstance dictates 

 
sufferings of this present time (v. 18) – sufferings that 

are experienced by all man and that proceed from the 

bondage of corruption that effects creation and our 

bodies  

 
earnest (v. 19) – Ardent in the pursuit of an object; 

eager to obtain; having a longing desire; warmly 

engaged or incited. 

 

expectation (v. 19) – The act of expecting or looking 

forward to a future event with at least some reason to 

believe the event will happen 

 
vanity (v. 20) – Emptiness; want of substance to satisfy 

desire; uncertainty; inanity 

 
reason (v. 20) – one to whom shares an inheritance or 

aspects of an inheritance with Christ   
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ROMANS 8:18-25 
QUESTIONS 

 

1. What does “earnest” mean? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What does “expectation” mean?  What are you doing and where is it taking place when you 

“expect”?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Who or what has an “earnest expectation”? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is “the creature” “waiting” for? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is “the creature”? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read: Romans 1:16-32; Deut. 4:15-19; 2 Kings 17:16 

Description: “the creature” – The Creature spoken of in Romans 1:25 and Romans 8:19ff was 

made by God and for God.  It comprises the host of heaven whether it be the inanimate objects; 

that is, the sun, moon, stars, etc. or the animate objects; that is, the angelic host (comprised now 

of the devil and his angels and the holy angels).  It is called such to emphasize the life, power, 

and capacities in which it was given to function in and for unto God's glory. 

 

6. Which of the angelic beings would you think have an “earnest expectation” for you as God’s sons 

and daughters? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What do you think “the manifestation of the sons of God” is?   

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. What are some reasons, from the frame of reference you currently possess, of why “the creature” 

and the corresponding angels would be expecting earnestly you as God’s sons and daughters? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What do you think is going to happen with “the manifestation of the sons of God” that effectually 

works within us to reckon the glory is incomparable to the sufferings of this present time?  

Discuss.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
APPLICATION 

1. If “the creature” is earnestly expecting your manifestation and glory, how do you think you 

should be responding to the glory? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How does this help when we suffer?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Do you have a zeal, an earnest expectation of the glory that shall be revealed in you?  If not, 

why not?  What is causing you not to? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Without even fully knowing, maybe, what the manifestation of the sons of God entails, do 

you think God and Christ want you to be earnestly expecting the manifestation of the sons of 

God?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Put yourself in the shoes of “the creature” of them waiting with anticipation your 

manifestation?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ROMANS 8:18-25 PART II PREPARATION 

 Read Romans 8:18-25, 2 Corinthians 1:21-22, 5:1-5, Ephesians 1:13-14, and Philippians 1:19-20 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


