


A Note from the Pastor
     With Autumn in full swing the month of November fills our minds with thoughts of warm

meals, chilly temperatures, and trees quickly emptying of their leaves. At the heart of these

November thoughts one of the most American Holidays presents itself, Thanksgiving. What 
thoughts arise when this day of feasting comes to mind?

     I cannot think of Thanksgiving without images of a large family gathering where Mama’s 
family has gathered for a “Family Reunion.” This gathering reconnects me to relatives only 
seen yearly, not so much by choice as by simply living. Even though I might see the holiday 
through the lens of family connections most people certainly have their viewing lens.

     We tend toward the idealized when remembering most events, and even holidays. The 
“official” story behind Thanksgiving dates to the year 1621 and the Pilgrims of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony. However, historical evidence shows there were earlier 

celebrations. Colonists in Virginia shared a thanksgiving meal of oysters and ham in 1619 to commemorate their arrival to the New 
World. And a meal and worship service took place in present day Florida between Native Seloy tribe and Spanish settlers in 1565.

     I do not believe the necessity to pinpoint a date determines the opportunity to give thanks to the Lord. Whatever the traditions you 
bring to the celebration are irrelevant to the central purpose. Our attitude guides the direction of celebration as exemplified in the 
words of Henry Ward Beecher, “The unthankful heart discovers no mercies.” If you look for no blessings, you will

find none.

     I have shared in several discussions that Nashville Baptist Church (NBC) stands at a junction and a decision is needed. We will 
move forward and there are only two options-


Stop being afraid of what could go wrong and

start being positive about what could go right.


Negativity is dangerous, and I do not believe that thought should shock anyone. Not only is negativity dangerous, in a church family 
negativity is debilitating. This sentiment serves as a barrier to faith steps and actions for the Lord. When we only see all the inhibitors 
to our actions then fear pushes us to stop. I pray we will move into November with a thankful heart and see all

that can go right for the Lord at NBC.


