


A Note from the Pastor
Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’

and not do what I tell you?


Luke 6:46 (ESV)


     The last line in the chorus of a 1975 song released by the Catalinas states, “But it’s 
different now that summertime’s callin’ me.” The month of June is when the voice of 
Summer begins to lure us as a siren song—calling us away from everyday experiences to 
the activities often excluded from other seasons of the year. I fall prey to this compelling 
voice each year and long to answer the call.

     Summer is the season of vacations, and each society has its own cultural norms. In 
much of Europe (especially Italy and France), cities partially shut down when local 
urbanites take their “Beach Breaks.” Imagine driving into Raleigh to find that you cannot 
see a dentist, work stops on a home being built, or the grocery store being closed. Our 
American work ethic would not respond positively to this concept.

     Yet, Summer is still a time when “things” slow down and a large portion of society 
takes time away. Hear me; I love my time away. My family took vacations each year, often 
in the Fall, because Summer was the time for the tobacco harvest. I still value these 
opportunities to take time and visit places not usually on my travel itinerary. It just makes 
sense to do this during the Summer slowdown.

     The Body of Christ is not immune to the Summer exodus. The call of summertime 
does not have to call in a clear voice for us to be ready to answer. Why does it take very 
little to pull us away from the faith community, and something monumental must occur to 
draw us from personal pursuits? I always expect the Summer slump, but the Church 
faces more than this in our modern world.

     Is it different now that summertime is calling? Summer of 2023 is a time I hope to get 
away for a bit, but I also have set a goal to fulfill. Amid this, there is another commitment 
often forgotten. Hearing the voice of Christ calling His disciples never takes a break, even 
when summertime is calling. The basic question is, “Will I obey Christ’s teachings?” At all 
times, in all places, and without hesitation.


