


A Note from the Pastor
     The above logo on the left was unveiled in the Summer of 2005 by the North Carolina Department 
of Agriculture. The part on the right side of the logo was the motto for many years, “Goodness 
Grows in NC.” It was something that I was very familiar with as I saw countless boxes of sweet 
potatoes coming off of a packing line with this imprint in the lower corner. The most recent logo is on 
the upper right.
     Agriculture has been essential to my life and our state’s history. Its economic impact is still 
substantial. North Carolina leads the nation in producing sweet potatoes, producing 40% of the total 
crop. It is second in the production of Christmas trees, turkeys, and pigs. The list continues with 
many products that might surprise you, but I feel that “Goodness” does grow in North Carolina.
    With the addition of the phrase, “Got to be NC,” we are once again being encouraged to realize 
what we can find right here at home. Essentially, we are called to be loyal to those products that help 
our home state. The Department of Agriculture calls for commitment from fellow citizens for the good 
of North Carolina.
    I find great satisfaction when I can “buy local.” I always encourage our family to try and get what 
we need here in Nashville; sometimes, it might not be possible. I want to see the town I call “home” 
prosper.
     In Jeremiah 29:11, we read these words: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
     My desire to see the Kingdom of Christ prosper greatly outweighs my desire to see Nashville 
grow. Seeing His Kingdom expand in Nashville will take commitment in our lives as individuals and 
as a part of NBC.
     As we move into 2023, I will share from the pulpit about stewardship and the importance of being 
a committed steward of God’s blessings. However, I am convinced that stewardship is much more in 
addition to the money we place in the offering plate. Questions are raised for each of us, “Where are 
my priorities with all that the Lord has given me?” What are we doing with our time, financial 
resources, and ourselves?
     The Lord calls us to be committed to Jesus Christ and to see His entire Kingdom benefit. Maybe 
we could use the Department of Agriculture logo during our stewardship emphasis. Priorities in life 
show what is essential. Are we willing to say, “Got to be for NBC!”? Most importantly, are we 
committed to saying, “Got to be for JC (Jesus Christ)!”
Peace,

A Stewardship Thought for the journey . . .
“The question is not so much what the hand is doing (passing over some cash or a
check) but what the heart is thinking while the hand is doing it.” ~ John R. W. Stott


