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PSALM 119:2, NRSV

Happy are those
who keep his decrees,
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A Note from the Pastor

Have you heard of the newest deS|gn trend capturlng everyone’s attention in 20247 This
‘new” trend is called Bookshelf Wealth! This concept in design thought grabbed the limelight
following a video by an interior designer on the TikTok platform. The designer describes how to
bring this to your space and provides photo examples. One description explains, “The idea is
to create a carefully curated collection of well-loved books and treasured mementos gathered
overtime. This new design trend is perfect for those who love an eclectic look. So, think of
books, artwork, ceramics, photos and trinkets. And a plant or two won’t look out of place.”

In truth, this design concept has returned as a point of emphasis. It is not new, and once |
read more about it, | realized bookshelf wealth might surround me. The many shelves in my
church study and conference room are filled with books and items gathered throughout years
of pastoring across our fair state. Yet, as | delved further into this trend, | found another
description more in line with my surroundings: Bibliophile Aesthetic.

For the Bibliophile Aesthetic, however, the focus is not about conjuring a feeling. This is
about celebrating beloved and well-worn books that genuinely represent your taste and
personality. Bookshelf wealth creates an image, while the bibliophile aesthetic reflects one,
and this got me thinking. What do the bookshelves of our lives reflect?

As followers of Jesus Christ, our lives should give witness to the hope we have in salvation
through our Savior. Our calling is to reflect Christ, which is an active task. Our lives are not
simply displayed for others to see; our witness is in the “doing.” The doing of ministry, the
doing of mission, the doing of service in the name of Christ.

Is the Savior reflected on the shelves of your life?
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