


A Note from the Pastor

     O, wad some Power the giftie gie us to see oursels as others see us!
It wad frae monie a blunder free us, An’ foolish notion.

~Robert Burns~

The poet Robert Burns is considered the national poet of Scotland and is well-known
worldwide in literary studies. His fame often stems from the fact that he wrote his poetry in the
Scots language. The above quotation comes from a poem titled “To a Louse.” The first line
translates as, “Oh, the gift that God could give us, to see ourselves as others see us.”

This quote is one of my favorite lines from the works of Burns. However, you might
better know one of his other poetic works. The words from “Auld Lang Syne” are sung
around the globe at the stroke of midnight to welcome a new year. Though Burns might
not be the center of everyday conversation on this side of the pond, this excerpt from his
poem presents a pause for thought.

I have noticed a distinct change in the past several years in my vision. “Seeing” is not 
as simple as it once was. I have worn glasses since the seventh grade and transitioned to the
world of progressive lenses several years ago. I don’t mind wearing glasses; they
suddenly do not provide the clear vision I desire. This recent difficulty brought to mind
that there is not only the issue of “seeing” but being “seen.”

I might not find it comforting to know how others see me, as expressed by Burns. Yet
this poem speaks to the narrator noticing a woman sitting in church and seeing a louse
crawling on her bonnet. He realizes how unsettling this would be for the woman so very
concerned with her appearance. Would it indeed be a gift to know how others view us?
This ability might prove helpful, yet very stressful. In the end, I do not think I would
choose this gift. I believe the energy we waste over such concerns should find other areas
of concentration. Such as strengthening the desire to find the true vision that only God
can provide.

Ultimately the only view that matters concerns how God sees us. And in turn, our
response is to follow the path laid before us as the Lord shows the way. So maybe the time
is now for a visit to the Great Physician to consider our “Spiritual Vision.” How willing are
you to see the Lord’s vision for NBC?


