


A Note from the Pastor
     I still remember my eleventh-grade English teacher, Mrs. Shirly Jo Smith. She was a petite lady with a strong spirit 
with the look and sound of a traditional Southern lady. Mrs. Smith instilled an appreciation for the love of prose by 
challenging the class each week to learn a grouping of new words, such as sesquipedalian or bibliophile. Realizing 
these might not be everyday terms for most of society, the first indicates a tendency to use long words, and the second 
means a lover of books.

     Mrs. Smith also assigned a junior year project centering on the song “Time In a Bottle” by Jim Croce. She challenged 
the class to create a booklet using the song as a guide. I still remember sitting in her class during my fourth period, right 
before lunch, listening to the song and hearing the lyrics for the first time:


If I could save time in a bottle

The first thing that I’d like to do


Is to save every day ‘til eternity passes away

Just to spend them with you


These beautiful lyrics, haunting instrumentation on the guitar, and Croce’s unique voice drew me into deep thought. 
Even as a junior in High School, the song’s meaning impacted me.

     The lyrics call you to look at life and realize the fleeting existence of life and our wastefulness of the greatest gift 
provided by the Lord. Time dominates life, and often, the lack of this precious resource. However, time is not lacking; we 
misuse the resource, for each day provides each person the same gift of hours. What we put into the hours is entirely at 
our discretion.

     As the Advent Season arrives, leading Christians through a time of preparation, there is no better opportunity to 
consider “Time.” Advent, derived from the Latin adventus, means coming or arrival and is not preparation for “Christmas” 
per se, at least not in the modern understanding. The Season of Advent calls Christians to look at “Time,” past, present, 
and future. Advent is a time of expectant waiting, looking back in preparation to celebrate the Nativity miracle, the 
reception of Christ in our hearts today, and looking to the future Second Coming of Christ.

     I challenge you to prepare a “Bottle” this Advent Season and fill it with a precious commodity. Place in this bottle 
memories of past Advent/Christmas Seasons, desires for this present time, and hopes for the future. Center yourself 
upon the miracle of the Incarnation, God with us, in person, in human form, just like us. This miracle centers our Advent 
and Christmas worship and focuses the celebrations in a direction away from the secular kidnapping of our holiday.

     Make your celebration different this year and turn from a simple holiday observance to a day

and Season that is truly HOLY!


