
New Series: 
Service Times:

Sundays at 10:00 am
Join us in worship either in-person 
or via livestream on our website at: 

www.nashvillebaptistchurch.org

Nashville Baptist Church has a locked mailbox on 
the premises that can be used as a dropbox. Simply 
pull the lip with the caution tape decal toward you 
(like a library drop-box) and drop items inside. 
The NBC Ministry Assistant checks the box twice 
daily at the open and close of business. 
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- Canned Ham 

- Dried beans 

- Canned Greens

The beauty of God’s creation brings joy to my heart.  My love 
of gardening has been the topic of many discussions and sermon 
illustrations.  My childhood on a family farm in Southeastern 
North Carolina and the legacy of previous generations instilled 
this love in me.  With the passing years, my love of nature’s 
beauty only increases, and my deep appreciation for this gift from 
the Lord.

Although I find all types of flowers beautiful, my true passion 
falls upon my rose garden.  I have shared in previous articles 
about my adventures in growing roses.  In my rose garden, I often 
find a sense of peace and therapeutic effect.  Roses are not simple 
to grow and require a great deal of attention.  I check my roses 
daily during the growing and blooming seasons and find myself 
out amongst them even when they are dormant.  

When I first began to plant roses as a novice, I made many 
mistakes.  There were times that what I thought were rose bushes 
looked like a dead stick in the ground.  However, I did not let the 
many setbacks deter me, and I learned from the experiences of 
each planting and growing season.  These gardening experiences 
were one area of life where I grew stronger because of setbacks.

Along the journey, I learned simple methods to ensure healthy 
rose bushes and how to care for them.  I still remember a 
conversation with Melba Faircloth while serving as pastor at First 
Baptist Rowland.  I mentioned the blooms on my roses, and she 
said, “I am still pinching back the buds on mine.”  She taught me 
about “disbudding” and “soft pinching” the early buds to ensure a 
more robust, fuller rose bush.  

Shelley came home one day after a conversation while looking 
at bedding plants where a gentleman mentioned placing ripe 
bananas in the ground when planting roses.  The potassium from 
the banana provides a boost to the newly planted rose bush and 
helps with root development.  You can also use banana peels to 
fertilize your established rose bushes by placing them at the base 
of the bush.  As the peel breaks down, it provides a good source of 
potassium in addition to the regular fertilizer.  

I continue to seek knowledge to improve my rose garden and 
new rose varieties to plant.  This passion for my rose garden also 
needs to enter my discipleship journey.  We never reach a “final” 
stage of growth in our Christian faith.  The continued experiences 
of life shape us and impact our discipleship.  There are times 
when we face setbacks that will spur growth in their aftermath.

Our faith journey requires a zeal to grow and learn.  We need to 
thirst for knowledge of our Savior by delving into scripture and 
realizing something new with each reading.  As growth occurs, 
the beauty of our witness shows like the lovely blooms of a rose 
bush nurtured with tender care.  The faith journey requires 
constant attention to remain vibrant and alive.  

Are you ready to have a “Bloomin’ Faith!”? 

Grace and Peace, 

 Rev. J. Kenneth Byrd, Jr.

A Note from the Pastor

Faith Christian 
Ministries:  

Food of the Month 

Each month, Nashville Baptist Church partners with Faith Christian 
Ministries to provide select items to help stock their local pantry. 

Please consider picking up an extra item or two when you are next at the 
grocery store. Donations can be dropped off Sunday mornings at 10am in 

the Narthex or during the week at the church office.  

Upcoming Events

Unity groups meet 
weekly with 

refreshments and 
scripture study.  

Please contact the 
church office if you 
would like to join  
one of our groups! 

Graduate Sunday ~ June 5 

We would like to recognize graduates connected to our 
congregation. Please call the church office with the 
name of the graduate, and the high school they are 
graduating from (if college, please let us know the 

name of the college, and the degree.)  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Vacation Bible School ~ June 13-16 

Volunteers are still needed. Please contact Blaine Pittman. 

Please visit our website at 
www.nashvillebaptistchurch.org 

• View Church Events 
• Online Streaming 
• Online Giving 
• View Past Sermons 
• View Bulletins/Byline 
• And More!!!
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