
Nashville Baptist Church has a locked mailbox on 
the premises that can be used as a dropbox. Simply 
pull the lip with the caution tape decal toward you 
(like a library drop-box) and drop items inside. 
The NBC Ministry Assistant checks the box twice 
daily at the open and close of business. 
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Prayer on  
Behalf of Members:

Serving Our Country:

Member  
Prayer Requests:

Church Staff: 
Rev. J. Kenneth Byrd, Jr. 

 Pastor 
Email: PastorKenny@ 

nashvillebaptistchurch.org 

If you would like to set up an  
appointment with Pastor Kenny, 

Please call the church office. 

Blaine Pittman, 
Director of 

Music & Education
Email: Blaine@ 

nashvillebaptistchurch.org 

Karen Sawyer 
Church Musician

Clyde Patterson,  
Organist

Sarah Hinton,  
Alternate Organist

 Priscilla Hedgepeth 
Ministry Assistant

Email: admin@ 
nashvillebaptistchurch.org 

Irma Boulden, 
Financial Assistant

Email: IrmaBoulden@ 
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Bruce Phillips 
Ellis Powell 
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Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
now it springs forth,  

do you not perceive it?  
I will make a way in the wilderness  

and rivers in the desert. 

Isaiah 43:19 (ESV)

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday : 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. *Closed 12:00-1:00 for lunch. 

Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Contact Info 
Main Office | (252) 459-3403 

Fax | (252) 459-5096 
Email | admin@nashvillebaptistchurch.org

Find Us Online 
www.nashvillebaptistchurch.org

Service Times:
Sundays at 10:00 am

Join us in worship either
in-person or via livestream.

October 3 –   Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
                       Do You Know Who I Am?        
                       James 2:1-13           
October 10 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
                       Exercise is Good for the Soul.  
                       James 2:14-26               
October 17 – Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
                       Loose Lips Sink Ships!             
                       James 3:1-12        
October 24 – Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
                       The Games People Play.              
                       James 4:1-10          
October 31 – Reformation Sunday/Twenty-third Sunday
                       after Pentecost
                       If You Want to Know Just Ask Me.   
                       James 4:11-17                  

Sermons



     And suddenly, our thoughts turn to Autumn and images of changing 
leaves with hues of orange and red. We expect a sudden chill in the air as 
cooler days and nights slow the growth of nature and activity. The 
changing seasons speak to us of the transitory aspect of life that time will 
move forward with us or without us. The Lord provides this reminder as 
preparation for the varying experiences that enter life. 
     The Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, is noted as saying, “No man ever 
steps in the same river twice, for it is not the same river and he is not the 
same man.” The concept of a flowing river represents constant motion and 
ever-changing influences. Life’s experiences shape us into unique persons 
viewing each moment through a personal lens, and thus we are shaped.  
     Consider the many influences experienced throughout the life of each 
believer. That which shapes us is not always positive and uplifting. In 
moments of adversity, the imparted knowledge may have a more 
significant impact and sustainability if received as a teachable moment. 
The Apostle James spoke of facing challenges and adversity in the early 
church. Our continued journey through the Epistle of James provides 
insight to meet this ever-changing world practically. We need to hear the 
wisdom behind this often overlooked portion of the New Testament canon. 
James concerns himself with delivering a consistent message in a changing 
world. 
     Moments present themselves when decisions must be made. The voices 
of the world speak to us, masquerading as wisdom and guidance. The 
seasons continue to change, and we cannot halt the forward progress of 
time. The temptation might speak a different message and provide a false 
sense of control over these elements. Please do not fall prey to the illusion 
that we believe total control is in our hands. 
     The only consistency in this life is God and the indescribable gift 
provided in Jesus Christ. James encourages believers to grow in 
connection to God and the practice of his teachings, the knowledge of the 
word. The simple truths encapsulated in this Epistle deliver a guide for life 
in, and through, our Savior. The world will change, we will change, the 
hope of Christ is constant. Introduce the world to our Savior. He is the 
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

Grace and Peace 

Rev. J. Kenneth Byrd, Jr.

	 	 	 	  
January 17, 1985, was the very first publication of  
the Nashville Baptist Church newsletter, The Byline. 
Ms. Idalene Griffin won the contest of  naming the 
NBC newsletter in January of  1985. Lucy Idalene 
Griffin was born on March 16, 1911. She never 

married and lived on Church Street in Nashville with her mother and 
sister.  Idalene was a long-time member of  NBC.  She rarely missed a 
Sunday of  worship. Idalene was a devoted member of  the Ladies Bible 
Class.  Although she never had a driver's license, her Sunday School 
friends always made sure she was picked up each Sunday.  She loved 
NBC and was a regular for Wednesday evening Bible Study and 
fellowship meals. During worship, Idalene would always scope out the 
congregation to find her family members and give them a "hello" wave!  
Ms. Griffin was the great aunt of  Tim Evans, Carol Gay, Mike Page, 
and Claudia Mull. Her family believes that the prize was free 
Wednesday night meals for a year! 

*Thank you to Tim & Rosemarie Evans for providing information about 
 Ms. Idalene Griffin for the “Did You Know” article.  

                       The youth met for the first time on 
    September 12, 2021, for dinner here in 
    Nashville. We met to discuss some of our  
   upcoming Fall plans, including our weekly 
    Sunday Night Gatherings (SNG's). If you know  
   of a middle school or high school-aged youth,  
   please let them know of this opportunity. 
                      We meet weekly, on Sundays, at 5:45 in the  
       upstairs youth room. For more information, contact Blaine Pittman.

Faith Christian 
Ministries:  

Food of the Month 
-  Beef Stew (canned) 

-  Chicken & Dumplings 

(canned) 

-  Rice
Each month, Nashville Baptist 
Church partners with Faith 
Christian Ministries to provide 
select items to help stock their 
local food pantry. 

Please consider picking up an 
extra item or two when you are 
next at the grocery store. 
Donations can be dropped off 
Sunday mornings at 10am in the 
Narthex or during the week at 
the church office.  

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoeboxes are now available 
 for pickup! 

You can obtain a shoebox during 
Sunday morning worship 

or at the church office during 
normal business hours. 

Turn in by Nov 14, 2021

Our Sunday morning children's church time has 
continued through the summer months and will 
continue like normal through the Fall. Nursery 
care is also available weekly to anyone who 
needs it. If you are interested in volunteering 
with the children's ministry, please 
contact a member of our team! 

A Note from the Pastor

Anna James

Where do you go to church?   
Me? Hudson’s Church. 

Why do you go to church? 
Because you need to pray for God. 

What’s your favorite thing to do at church? 
Um, to draw. We get to draw in our Sunday class. 

What’s your favorite song to sing at church?  
Jesus loves me this I know  

(She sang the entire song, that’s a lot to type).

Music Ministry 
Regular weekly choir and 
handbell rehearsals have 

begun for NBC. All of our 
NBC ensembles are working 

hard to prepare beautiful 
music for our Fall, Advent, 

and Christmas seasons. If you 
or someone you know would 
like to be a part of one of our 

ensembles, please contact 
Blaine Pittman.  

The Children’s Ministry 
Team will meet the first 
week of this month to 

begin planning and

 preparing for Fall 

activities.


