
*Congregation stands, who are able

 All scripture readings are from The Holy Bible, New Revised Standard Version.


  WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC                                                                                                      

          Cannon in D with Gentle Mary Laid Her Child……arr. Surles/Pittman            

          Tim Surles and Blaine Pittman 


  SHARING IN GOD'S WORD                                                                          

          Time in a Bottle: A God of Restoration! 

          Psalm 126

          Rev. Byrd


*HYMN OF RESPONSE NO.524

          We're Marching to Zion (stanzas 1 and 4)…….…MARCHING TO ZION


*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

          Be people of joy. 

          Let joy live in your heart and share the joy of Christ 

          with all you meet. 

          Share joy by seeing the good in each other. 

          Share joy by remembering good times and hoping for good 

          times to come. 

          Share joy by praying for our world. 

          In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share joy. 

          As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share joy, 

          peace, and hope with those you meet.

          AMEN.


*RESPONSE NO. 76

          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel refrain……………… VENI EMMANUEL


*CHIMING OF THE TRINITY


*POSTLUDE                                                               

          The First Nowell…………………………….………THE FIRST NOWELL             

          Karen Sawyer

  Third Sunday of Advent                                                           


  GATHERING MUSIC	 	 	 	                                                


  CHIMING OF THE TRINITY

          Worship begins with the Voluntary. Please use this time to enjoy the sacred

          music and to prepare your heart and mind for an encounter with God.


  VOLUNTARY                                                                                            

          Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne………………….…………..……arr. Fred Bock

             Clyde Patterson


  WELCOME TO WORSHIP                             

          Rev. J. Kenneth Byrd, Jr.  


*CALL TO WORSHIP

          Let us begin this day by rejoicing! The Lord has done such wonderful    

          things for us. Let us be glad! The day before us is uncertain. We know  

          not what we will encounter on our way. Wherever we go, we go forth as  

          people of the living God, and we go forth to touch the lives of all with his  

          healing touch. Let us begin this day with rejoicing, and return to  

          our homes with gladness! Amen!


  THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

          Randy & Brenda Viverette


*RESPONSE

          The Candle of Joy                                                            


*CAROL OF PRAISE NO. 85

          The First Nowell.…………………………….………….….THE FIRST NOWELL


  Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

         Ross Strickland  


  INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                              

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. 


Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 


And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 


For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen.


*OFFERTORY CAROL NO. 83                                                                                                     

          Arise, Your Light Is Come……….………………………….……FESTAL SONG


*OFFERTORY PRAYER

          Linda Cooper


*A DOXOLOGY NO. 253……………….…..………..……….THE FIRST NOWELL


  A TIME WITH CHILDREN	                                                   

          Rev. Byrd                


  CONGREGATIONAL CHORUS NO. 106

           Infant Holy, Infant Lowly…………..……………….…………W  ZLOBIE  LEZY


  JOYS/CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY

          Rev. Byrd    


  GOSPEL READING: Luke 1:46b-55 (The Magnificat)                        


  A CALL TO PRAYER AND PASTORAL PRAYER

          Litany

          Voice 1: Advent calls us to joyful anticipation of the  

               Messiah, but sometimes joy is lacking. 

          Voice 2: Restore us, O God. 

          Voice 1: When our delight is overshadowed by worry and fear, 

          Voice 2: Restore us, O God. 

          Voice 1: When problems loom large and solutions are elusive, 

          Voice 2: Restore us, O God.

          Voice 1: When relationships are painful and hurt results, 

          Voice 2: Restore us, O God. 

          Voice 1: When busyness and activity crowd out what is 

               meaningful and important, 

          Voice 2: Restore us, O God. 

          Voice 1: When life feels tedious, and the waiting drags on, 

          Voice 2: Restore us, O God. 

          Voice 1: When disappointments mount and disillusionment 

               descends, 

          Voice 2: Restore us, O God. 

          Voice 1: Joy to the world! The light of the world is coming! 

          Voice 2: Restore to us, O God, the joy of your salvation! 
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