
THE GATHERING 
  Prelude:                                                                               Karen Sawyer 
                                         Be Thou My Vision              TRADITIONAL IRISH MELODY 
Greeting: 
 Grace, mercy, and peace 
 from God our Father 
 and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 be with you 
 and also with you.  
 Introduction  
 Invocation 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 Psalter:  Psalm 51:1-17 

 Gospel:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 Meditation 

THE LITURGY OF CONFESSION AND THE ASHES 

Isaiah reminds us that our prayer, fasting and pious ritual 
must be lived out in compassion and justice: 

When we forget the fast you desire— 
To do justice, and stand up for the powerless: 
Lord, have mercy. 
When we forget the prayer you love— 
To show compassion, and care for those in need: 
Christ, have mercy. 
When we forget the rituals you require— 
To create relationships of  righteousness and peace: 
Lord have mercy. 
Inspired by Isaiah 58:1-9A  

A Time of  Confession 

   Prayer and Thanksgiving Over the Ashes 

   Imposition of  the Ashes 

   Solo:                                                            Blaine Pittman & Karen Sawyer 
                              Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                 NEW BRITAIN 

Lyrics: 
   Lord, who through-out these forty days for us ‘dist fast and pray,  
   teach us with thee to mourn our sins and close by thee to stay.                                                                                 

   As thou didst hunger bear, and thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord  
   to die to self, and chiefly live by thy most holy word.  

   Abide with us, that so, this life of  suffering over past,  
   an Easter of  unending joy we may attain at last. 

THE DISMISSAL 

Litany of  Patience 
   L: Holy God, day after day we seek you,  
   looking for you in our ways, hoping to draw nearer. 
   P: Yet our ways have not been your ways. 
   L: Coming in Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself,  
   giving us one to follow. 
   P: We continue to serve our own interests,  
   even as we try to serve you. 

L: You have taught us that all are created in your image. 
P: We find ourselves participants in systems that oppress some 
while granting rights to others. 
L: You call us to make peace when we fast,  

   to reconcile with our neighbor before praying to you. 
P: We continue to quarrel and fight,  

   hurting each other even in our worship. 
L: You have told us of  the fast that you choose, to loose the bonds of  
injustice, to undo the thongs of  the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free. 
P: We struggle to know where to begin, the tasks seem so 
mammoth, and the needs so many. 
L: And so, O God, we continue to seek you. 
P: Forgive all in us that does not meet your expectations. May we 
come to know you in our search for your justice. May we feel your 
peace in hearts made new. May we heed your call to a world in 
which all know your freedom, a world we pray for, saying together, 
“Our Father…”  

 The Dismissal with Blessing 
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