
HOMILY — Are There Bad Fridays?         
    My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 
    O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I  
    find no rest.Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
    In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 
    To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were  
    not put to shame.But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by  
    mankind and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; 
    they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; “He trusts in the Lord;  
    let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” 
         ~ Psalm 22:1-8 (ESV) 

{FIRST CANDLE EXTINGUISHED} 

It Is Finished - A Tenebrae Service by Mary McDonald 

Meditation on What Wondrous Love                                            
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                           

{SECOND CANDLE EXTINGUISHED} 

I Am Light, I Am Life, I Am Love 

*Let us break bread together on our knees. Let us break bread together on our knees. 
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 

{THIRD CANDLE EXTINGUISHED} 

As You Will, It Will Be 

{FOURTH CANDLE EXTINGUISHED} 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 {FIFTH CANDLE EXTINGUISHED} 

Let Him Be Crucified 

{SIXTH CANDLE EXTINGUISHED} 

It Is Finished with Were You There? 

*Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  Were you there when they  
crucified my Lord?  Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.   

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  Were you there when they  
laid him in the tomb? Oh! Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.   

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

{CHRIST CANDLE EXTINGUISHED} 
(Brief Silence) 

(Bell Tolling) 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Matthew 27:51-54 (NLT) 

SILENCE 
     (Please remain seated in silence until lighting is returned to facilitate leaving.      
     Silence is observed throughout the sanctuary from this time forward.  Each   
     person is encouraged to pray and meditate as he or she desires, then to depart  
     in silence.) 

*Congregation joins in singing



 

Ministry of Worship

Pastor of Nashville Baptist Church             Reverend J. Kenneth Byrd, Jr. 

Director of Church Music & Education                            Blaine Pittman 

Pianist                                                                   Karen Sawyer 
                                       

Organist                                                               Clyde Patterson 

String Ensemble                                                              Anna Jane Murray 
                                                                            Lorie Mizelle 
                                                                            Sanda Hight 

Thanks to the Nashville Baptist Chancel Choir and members of the  
Winstead UMC Church Choir for their participation in this service.

Nashville Baptist Church

       “Tenebrae” is a Latin word meaning shadows or darkness. The service is a 
commemoration of  the Passion; its most significant feature is the gradual extinguishing of  the 
candles on the altar. The bare altar table emphasizes the starkness of  the events recalled. The 
candles represent the apostles of  Christ, and the larger candle represents Christ. The climax 
of  the service is the complete darkness and the tolling of  the bell signifying the age of  Jesus at 
his death. 
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Solemn Service  
of   

Tenebrae 

ORGAN PRELUDE:                                                               Clyde Patterson 
                                           What Wondrous Love Is This 

GREETING                                                                Rev. J. Kenneth Byrd, Jr. 

OPENING PRAYER:                                                         
   Minister:   The Lord be with you. 
   People:   And also with you. 
   Minister:    Let us pray:  (a brief silence) 
    Suffering God, whose compassion is with all your children in    
                         their times of need and whose purposes will prevail in spite   
                         of opposition, injustice, and death, take us once more to  
                         Gethsemane and to Calvary to face the cross. Let us share the 
                         experience of loneliness, rejection, and pain in such a way  
                         that we are strengthened to live as people of the covenant  
                         who inspire one another to love and give encouragement to  
                         those facing bitter trials.  Forsake not your children, we pray,  


