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Front Entrance Greeters This Month:  
2

nd
  –Harriett Cheek & Mary Kimrey 

9
th

  – Larry & Debbie Balk 
16

th
 –Sara McGee & Margaret Watson 

23
rd

 – Martha Smith & Nancy Rich 
30

th
 – Becky & Bethana Humble 

Annex Greeters This Month: 
2

nd
   –Shane & Susie Kelly 

9
th

  – LeeAnn Ferguson 
16

th
 – Tyler & TJ Black 

23
rd

  – Jason & Brenna Rich 
30

th
 – Randy & Tish Burchell 

Nursey Rotation This Month: 
2

nd
  – Tish & Kimberly Pilcher 

9
th

 – Nancy Fillpot 
16

th
 –  Dixie Vodry 

23
rd

  – Connie Diehl 
30

th
 – Meghann Case 

Messy Grace 

  If we are going to be honest, Christians do not have the best track 
record in loving people. Especially, evangelical and conservative Christians don’t 
have the best track record in loving people who are different from us. We have 
issues with people who have different political ideologies, different theologies, 
or different preferences in sexuality than we do. Sometimes we do a better job 
of wounding others over our differences than we do in building them up. 
  Part of the problem is that we get trapped in the wrong thinking. We 
think that we are not supposed to love people who live in a way that is contrary 
to what God says. Atheists, abortion doctors, legalists, alcoholics, convicts, 
hypocrites, the sexually immoral, gossipers, and anyone who seems to be on 
the opposite end of any kind of spectrum from us – these are people we are 
fearful to get involved with because it seems so messy. 
  It’s a good thing Jesus didn’t decide that we were too messy to get 
involved with! The apostle Paul said, “God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8) While we were 
still sinners… 
  Not when we had it all together. Not when we were moral and clean-cut 
and smelled good. Not when we started attending church. Not when we started 
acting the way Christians act. Not when we started wearing Christian t-shirts, 
listening to Christian music, or otherwise participating in the Christian 
subculture. Not when we started believing. 
Paul said that while we were still sinners, God extended an offer of relationship 
toward us! 
  We need to express that same kind of love – a love that doesn’t wait for 
people to be perfect or get everything in order before beginning a friendship 
with us. It’s imperative that we have grace for people while they are still 
thinking, speaking, and acting in ways we might not agree with. And we need to 
overcome our own inner resistance to getting involved in a relationship with 
them. A real mark of spiritual maturity is how we treat someone who is 
different from us. 
  People in the LGBT community aren’t a faceless enemy. They are real 
people who need to know that God loves them… 
  Their lives are far from perfect, sure. Just like ours. But unless we 
choose to get involved in their lives in a loving way, they may never know the 
Lord who loves them. 

Messy Grace, Caleb Kaltenbach 

“Dear friends, let us 

love one another, for 

love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and 

knows God. Whoever 

does not love does not 

know God, because 

God is love. This is how 

God showed his love 

among us: He sent his 

one and only Son into 

the world that we 

might live through him. 

This is love: not that we 

loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. 

Dear friends, since God 

so loved us, we also 

ought to love one 

another.” 

1 John 4:7-11 
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