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Front Entrance Greeters This Month:  
3

rd
 – Don and & Linda Swope 

10
th

  – Larry & Wilma Ramage  
17

th
 – Cliff & Wanda Smith 

24
th

 – Connie Diehl & Debbie McIntire 

Annex Greeters This Month: 
3

rd
 – Jeff & Kori Steuck 

10
th

 – Richard & Karen Kithcart 
17

th
 – Tom & Tish Pilcher 

24
th

  – Shane & Susie Kelly 

Nursey Rotation This Month: 
3

rd
 – Connie Diehl 

10
th

 – Meghann Case 
17

th
 –  Tish & Kimberly Pilcher   

24
th

 –  Nancy Fillpot   

Contentment 

Contentment is one of the most distinguishing traits of the godly person, 
because a godly person has his heart focused on God rather than on possessions or 
position or power. As William Hendriksen has observed so well, ‘The truly godly person 
is not interested in becoming rich. He possesses inner resources which furnish riches far 
beyond that which earth can offer.’  

The words that are rendered as “content” or “contentment” in our English 
Bibles actually mean “sufficiency.” The same word translated “contentment” in 1 
Timothy 6:6 is rendered “all that you need” or “all sufficiency” in 2 Corinthians 9:8. 
When God said to Paul, “my grace is sufficient for you” (2 Cor. 12:9), he used the same 
word translated elsewhere as “be content” (see Luke 3:14, 1 Tim. 6:8, Hebrews 13:5). 

The contented person experiences the sufficiency of God’s provision for his 
needs and the sufficiency of God’s grace for his circumstances. He believes God will 
indeed meet all his material needs and that he will work in all his circumstances for his 
good. That is why Paul could say, “godliness with contentment is great gain.” The godly 
person has found what the greedy or envious or discontented person always searches 
for but never finds. He has found satisfaction and rest in his soul.  

The idea of contentment in the Bible is most often associated with possessions 
or money, but there are other areas of life in which we need to be content. After 
possessions, probably the most common need is to learn contentment with our place in 
society or in the body of Christ. Still a third area that demands our practice of 
contentment is the providence of God in such varied circumstances as physical 
limitations and afflictions, essential needs (food, water, warmth), unpleasant neighbors 
or living situations, trials, and even persecutions. These circumstances often cause the 
natural man to murmur and complain and to question the goodness of God in his life.  

The very first temptation in the history of mankind was the temptation to be 
discontent. God had provided for Adam and Eve far beyond all they needed. Genesis 
states, “God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing 
to the eye and good for food.” God withheld only one tree from Adam and Eve as a test 
of their obedience to him. And Satan used that one tree to tempt Eve by sowing seeds 
of discontent in her heart. He questioned the goodness of God to Eve, and that is 
exactly what discontent is—a questioning of the goodness of God. 

Satan tried the same strategy with Jesus in the wilderness. He sought to make 
Jesus discontent over his lack of food and covetous for position and power over the 
kingdoms of the world. If Isaiah 14:13-15 is a veiled reference to Satan, as many 
scholars believe, then we can conclude that Satan’s own downfall was occasioned by 
his discontent—his unwillingness to accept his God-ordained position in the hierarchy 
of angelic beings.  

We should note these incidents carefully. Discontentment is one of the most 
satanic of all sins, and to indulge in it is to rebel against God just as Satan did.  

Jerry Bridges, The Practice of Godliness  
 

 

Five Minutes in the Word 
“But godliness actually is a means of 
great gain when accompanied by 
contentment. For we have brought 
nothing into the world, so we cannot 
take anything out of it either. If we 
have food and covering, with these we 
shall be content.” 1 Tim. 6:6-8 
 
“And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that always having 
all sufficiency in everything, you may 
have an abundance for every good 
deed;” 2 Cor. 9:8 
 
“And He has said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is 
perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, 
therefore, I will rather boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me.” 2 Cor. 12:9 
 
“Some soldiers were questioning him 
saying, “And what about us, what shall 
we do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
take money from anyone by force, or 
accuse anyone falsely, and be content 
with your wages.”” Luke 3:14 
 
“Make sure that your character is free 
from the love of money, being content 
with what you have; for He Himself 
has said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, 

NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,” so that 
we confidently say, “THE LORD IS MY 
HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT 

WILL MAN DO TO ME?”” Heb. 13:5-6 
 
“But you said in your heart, ‘I will 
ascend to heaven; I will raise my 
throne above the stars of God, and I 
will on the mount of assembly in the 
recesses of the north. ‘I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will 
make myself like the Most High.’ 
Nevertheless you will be thrust down 
to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit.” 
Isaiah 14:13-15 
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