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Front Entrance Greeters This Month:  
1

st
  – Harriett Cheek & Mary Kimrey 

8
th

  – N/A 
15

th
 – Larry & Debbie Balk 

22
nd

 – Sara McGee & Margaret Watson 
29

th
 – Martha Smith & Nancy Rich

  

Annex Greeters This Month: 
1

st
  – LeeAnn & Desiree Ferguson 

8
th

  – N/A 
15

th
 – Tyler & TJ Black 

22
nd

 – Jason & Brenna Rich 
29

th
 – Randy & Tish Burchell 

Nursey Rotation This Month: 
1

st
 – Dixie Vodry 

8
th

 – N/A  
15

th
 –  Connie Diehl 

22
nd

 – Meghann Case   
29

th
 – Tish & Kimberly Pilcher 

If April showers bring May flowers and Mayflowers bring pilgrims (a little joke 
there for ya’ll), then the month of July in Rich Hill, MO brings, among other 
things, an unparalleled Independence Day celebration.  I’ve never seen anything 
like it anywhere else I’ve been; it really is something.  I love sitting in the park 
next to my bride, watching and chatting with the people, enjoying the festivities.  
We love the food stands and the parade, various events on the bandstand, all 
the pomp and circumstance.  Oppressive heat and insect swarms aside, it’s 
undoubtedly the most widely celebrated and well-known annual event in Rich 
Hill. 
Every year as I sit in the park, I get to thinking: “What if the most widely 
celebrated and well-known Rich Hill event was the gathering of Christ’s people 
to worship Him for who He is and for all He’s done?  What if?” 
I know I’m probably dreaming, but it doesn’t stop me from praying for just 
that—for people to be more excited about Jesus, more excited about 
worshipping Him than they are anything else.  It’s my heart’s desire to see Jesus 
glorified and honored above all else.  Sometime soon, this will be: 
 

At the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:10-11) 
 

That day is comin’ ‘round the mountain, but it’s not here yet.  Until then we pray 
and work and share and worship, hoping more and more people would be more 
excited about Jesus than the 4th of July, the newest movie, the next ballgame, 
etc.  You see, there is so much that competes for our attention, our affection, 
our allegiance.  There is so much that is seemingly good, even, that tries to steal 
away our worship.  As we know, when a good thing becomes an ultimate thing it 
becomes and idol.  We mustn’t allow anything to keep our hearts from Christ.   
Heed the words of the great hymn:  
 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face; and the 
things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and 
grace.”  
 

This month, as all of Rich Hill and a few thousand of our closest friends gather 
together, let the celebration of the day turn our eyes, turn our attention, turn 
our hearts to the One who should (and will!) be celebrated: Jesus, the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.   
Hebrews 12:2—Fix your eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith. 
 

-barrett  
 

Five Minutes in the Word 
 

1I will lift my eyes up to the 
mountains; From where shall 
my help come? 2My help 
comes from the Lord, Who 
made heaven and earth. 3He 
will not allow your foot to slip; 
He who keeps you will not 
slumber. 4Behold, He who 
keeps Israel Will neither 
slumber nor sleep. 5The LORD 
is your keeper; The LORD is 
your shade on your right hand. 
6The sun will not smite you by 
day, Nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will protect you 
from all evil; He will keep your 
soul. 8The LORD will guard 
your going out and your 
coming in From this time forth 
and forever.  
Psalm 121 

 
2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, 
who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne 
of God. 3For consider Him who 
has endured such hostility by 
sinners against Himself, so 
that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.  
Hebrews 12:2-3 
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