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Front Entrance Greeters This Month:  
3rd – Don & Linda Swope 

10th – Becky & Bethana Humble 
17th – Larry & Wilma Ramage 

24th – Cliff & Wanda Smith 
31st – Connie Diehl & Debbie McIntire 

Annex Greeters This Month: 
3rd – Shane & Susie Kelly 

10th – Lee Ann Ferguson & Dixie Vodry 
17th – Tyler & TJ Black 

24th – Randy & Tish Burchell 
31st – Jason & Brenna Rich 

Nursey Rotation This Month: 
3rd – Tish & Kimberly Pilcher 

10th – Nancy Fillpot 
17th – Dixie Vodry 

24th – Connie Diehl & Debbie McIntire 
31st – Meghann Case 

  From the beginning, God knew that we needed companions to thrive.  
Animals were valuable, but God knew that man needed someone who was 
like his own; someone Adam could talk to and walk with on his journey 
through life.  In the same way, we need fellow Christians as our companions. 
People we eat with, rest with, study with, worship together with, laugh with, 
shop with…the list can go on and on.  We were made to fellowship.  But, what 
really comes to mind when we say the word “fellowship”?  I instantly think of 
sharing a good meal or greeting my brothers and sisters at church. However, 
today I would like to stretch your mind a bit on the thought of what 
fellowship can mean.  
 Three months ago, I moved to Joplin, Missouri, to pursue my dream 
of children’s ministry. Not long after arriving at Ozark Christian College, I 
noticed there was a recurring theme. It came up in just about every sermon, 
weekly devotion, class lecture, etc. The theme was allowing yourself to open 
up to the people around you. I thought, “This is a good reminder as I begin 
this new journey.” I think many of us struggle with this. We struggle with 
being real with the people around us. We struggle with being honest and 
vulnerable. 
 Sometimes fellowship means digging deep inside of yourself and 
going to someone you trust to work through your struggles. We all 
understand this concept to a degree, but often talk ourselves out of actually 
doing it. Maybe we think we can put the issue to the side or that no one will 
understand. Perhaps our pride steps in. Ultimately, learning to humble 
ourselves so we can take these things to another person does not happen 
overnight. It’s a discipline we have to practice and seek the Lord’s help as we 
do so. 
 I finally realized how important and what a gift it is to take our 
troubles to each other after reading Ecclesiastes 4:10. It says: “If one person 
falls, the other can reach out and help. But, someone who falls alone is in real 
trouble.” This verse leads me to realize that fellowship with other Christians is 
absolutely critical in our lives. Not only because it is our lifeline, but because 
it’s something that brings us joy. Without one another, we easily fall. But, 
when we are able to take our burdens to one another, it is an opportunity to 
point each other to the Lord. This is part of why God gave us each other. This 
is part of why need each other.  
 Throughout this week and month, I will be praying that your hearts 
are opened and that you are able to fellowship with your loved ones on a 
deeper level. We have an incredible opportunity, during this holiday season 
especially, to reach out to the people around us. To show them love, 
friendship, and fellowship. May we be the body of Christ – growing together 
through sharing our joys and sorrows, filling our Savior’s heart with joy by 

joining together in fellowship.             -Desiree Ferguson 

    
   

Five Minutes in the Word 

6
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Isiah 9:6 

6 “
While they were there, the time came for the 

baby to be born, 7 
and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because there was no 

guest room available for them.
8 

And there were 

shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. 9 
An angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10 
But the angel said to them, “Do not 

be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 

great joy for all the people. 11 
Today in the town 

of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 
This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 

in a manger.” 13 
Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 

God and saying, 
14 

“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.”               Luke 2:6-14 

 
We want to wish each and every one of you a 

safe and blessed Christmas Season. How 

fortunate we are to be able to share openly in 

the love of Jesus and proclaim His birth and great 

name!  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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