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Front Entrance Greeters This Month:  
7

th
  – Don & Linda Swope 

14
th

 – Cliff & Wanda Smith 
21

st
 – Connie Diehl & Debbie McIntire 

28th – Jewell & Phyllis Tourtillott 

Annex Greeters This Month: 
7

th
  – Jeff & Kori Steuck 

14
th

 – Richard & Karen Kithcart 
21

st
 – Tom & Tish Pilcher 

28th – Tyler & TJ Black 

 

Nursey Rotation This Month: 
7

th
 – Connie Diehl 

14
th

 – Meghann Case 
21

st
 –  Tish & Kimberly Pilcher  

28
th

 – Nancy Fillpot  

Blessings of the Cross 
Devotionals for Easter 

 

Every aspect of the crucifixion was intended not only to hurt the victim but to 
shame him. Death on a cross was usually reserved for the most vile offenders: 
slaves, murders, assassins, and the like. The condemned person was marched 
through the city streets, shouldering his crossbar and wearing a placard about his 
neck that named his crime. At the execution site he was stripped and mocked. 
Crucifixion was so abhorrent that Cicero wrote, “Let the very name of the cross be 
far away, not only from the body of a Roman citizen, but even from his thoughts, 
his eyes, his ears.” Jesus was not only shamed before people, he was shamed 
before heaven. Since he bore the sin of the murderer and adulterer, he felt the 
shame of the murderer and adulterer. Though he never lied, he bore the disgrace 
of a liar. Though he never cheated, he felt the embarrassment of a cheater. Since 
he bore the sin of the world, he felt the collective shame of the world.    Max 
Lucado            
 

Who can describe or measure the love of God? Our Bible is a revelation of the fact 
that God is love. When we preach justice, it is justice tempered with love. When 
we preach righteousness, it is righteousness founded on love. When we preach 
atonement for sin, it is atonement necessitated because of love, provided by love, 
finished by love. When we preach the resurrection of Christ, we are preaching the 
miracle of love. When we preach the abiding presence of Christ, we are preaching 
the power of love. When we preach the return of Christ, we are preaching the 
fulfillment of love. No matter what sin we have committed, no matter how black, 
dirty, shameful, or terrible it may be, God loves us. We may be at the very gate of 
hell itself, but God loves us with an everlasting love. The proof? Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, went to the Cross for us. “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16).  Billy Graham 
 

We still wrestle with the same problems that preoccupied Plato and Aristotle 
centuries ago: Where did we come from? Why are we here? Where are we going? 
We search for answers, but the signs all seem to say “no exit.” But the Cross boldly 
stands against the confusion of our world, a beacon of hope in the midst of 
darkness and doubt. In the Cross, Christ not only bridged the gap between God 
and us, but there we find the answers to life’s deepest questions. There we 
discover our true identity: forgiven sinners who now belong to God. There we 
discover our true destiny: a glorious eternity with God in Heaven. There we 
discover our true purpose: to love God and serve Him with all our might. Never 
underestimate what Christ did for us through the Cross. By it our salvation was 
won, and by it our lives—and our world-can be transformed. What difference does 
the Cross make in your life?  Billy Graham 

 

Five Minutes in the Word 

21For you have been called for this 

purpose, since Christ also suffered for 

you, leaving you an example for you to 

follow in His steps, 22
WHO COMMITTED 

NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN 

HIS MOUTH; 23and while being reviled, 

He did not revile in return; while 

suffering, He uttered no threats, but 

kept entrusting Himself to Him who 

judges righteously; 24 and He himself 

bore our sins in His body on the cross, 

so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you 

were healed.                     1 Peter 2:21-24 

3The Lord appeared to him from afar 

saying, “I have loved you with an 

everlasting love; Therefore I have 

drawn you with lovingkindness.” 

Jeremiah 31:3 

5For You are my hope; O Lord GOD, You 

are my confidence from my youth.  

Psalm 71:5 
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