
 

25 minutes 10 minutes

15 
MIN

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction.


STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways.

Opener 

Game

Worship

Story

Closer

25 
MIN

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God. 

Higher Than The Sky

Chasing Me

10 
MIN

25 
MIN

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect. 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/kidsleaders to do the following: 

1. Read through K-5th large group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities. 


2. Read the Bible story out of the Bible. 

3. Preview the worship songs and get familiar with the motions for this weekend.

4. Pray for the kids that will be in your large group. 


2. Follow up with your campus lead with any questions about the weekend!

3. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials, and connect with early arrivers.

4. Teach kids about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)


-Bible (bring your own) -2 megaphones	 	 -wet wipes

-chocolate pudding mix	 	 -4 pool noodles	 	 -2 towels

-4 buckets	 	 	 	 -flashlight	 	 	 -

-magnetic letters	 	 	 -confetti

-water	 	 	 	 	 -2 party blowers 

-“Letter” to read 	 	 	 (per gathering)


http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders
http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

CUE: Play high energy music as kids enter and Freedom Kids Logo (#1). 
CUE: FK countdown (#2) 5 MINUTES BEFORE THE GATHERING BEGINS.  

OPENER 
When the 5 minute countdown gets down to 1 minute, have the kids start to make their way to large group. Host is 
at the front welcoming them. Lead kids in big countdown from 10 seconds from the stage! 

CUE: Mud Run Graphic (#3). What’s up, Freedom Kids?! We are one week closer to the mud run! I’ve been training 
really hard all week. I know I’m going to need some extra perseverance to pull this off. CUE: Perseverance Def’n 
(#5). Perseverance is refusing to give up when life gets hard. There’s one thing that I don’t want to do during this 
race, and that’s give up. No matter how tough or how muddy it is, I WILL keep going! Hey, and this week I got an 
update about a new part of the race. I’ve got it right here. Take out the piece of paper and read it. (Reading) ‘We are 
excited to announce that this year’s mud run will contain a new challenge—a vocabulary enrichment portion.’ (Look 
up, confused) Vocabulary enrichment? In a mud run? (Reading) ‘You will be tasked with finding letters in a mud pit 
and spelling out the longest word you can come up with given the category. Spelling counts, so make sure you spell 
it correctly.’ 


Huh. That was a twist I didn’t see coming. Well, spelling isn’t exactly my greatest strength, so I think we need 
another practice session up here. That way you can show me how it’s done and I can really dig into my training this 
week. Let me get two groups of 4!

GAME  
Vocabulary Enrichment 

Select two groups of 4 (preferably your oldest students) and two small group leaders and bring them up to the front. 
Move the Leaders over to the two buckets of “mud” (water with chocolate pudding mix) placed in front of center 
stage. Have the kids stand on either sides of the stage, in front of the two magnetic boards, with a bucket/bin of 
water close by.  

Here is how this is going to work. The Small Group Leaders are going to be the ones digging in our buckets of mud 
for letters. One at a time, a kid from each group will race over to get a letter from their Leader. You have to take 
turns—like a relay race—and you can only carry one letter at a time. You’ll take the letter back to your group and 
dunk it in the water bucket to clean it off. Then your whole group will start thinking about the longest word they can 
come up with using the letters you’ve got. Once you have a word in mind, you can tell your Leader to look for 
certain letters to finish it up. You can change your word all the way up until the end, but when the timer goes off, 
you’ve got to show us whatever word is on your board. Remember, you want the longest word possible. You’ll earn 
one point for each letter you use. And if you spell the word wrong, it doesn’t count, so be careful! 


Contestants, are you ready? Choose one person to go first to run and get a letter from your Leader. Then take turns, 
and work together to bring home the victory! On your marks, get set, GO! CUE: 60 Sec Countdown (#6). 



 

STORY 
Bible Story 

SETTING UP THE STORY 
LEADER: CUE: Mud Run Graphic (#11). It’s been a great day so far! I love hanging out with our Freedom Kids and 
I love this new series! It’s time for my favorite part of the day…the Bible Story. Today I want to tell you about two 
guys who showed some big-time perseverance. (Hold up Bible.) Their names were Paul and Silas. And you know 
what? I need your help. I need two of you to play Paul and Silas, and I’ll need some more of you to play some more 
parts in a minute. First, who wants to be Paul and Silas? Choose two kids to be Paul and Silas. Give each of them a 
megaphone—one with a P and one with an S. 


Paul and Silas were followers of Jesus, and they went on journeys to different places to tell people about Jesus. 
One day, Paul had a vision of a man begging them to come to Macedonia (MA-SA-DO-NE-A). Paul knew this vision 
was from God, so he and Silas and a few more companions immediately set off for Macedonia. Run in place while 
looking at Paul and Silas, to get them to run in place, too. Once they got there, they began sharing about Jesus, and 
people who lived there began to believe. That is so cool!  

 


WORSHIP 

LEADER: Keep an eye on the kids’ progress. If they have some decent words formed in the 60-second time frame, 
go ahead and end the game as planned (giving them a countdown from 10). But keep the game going if they need 
more time. When the timer ends, have the groups turn their boards around to reveal their words. Read their words 
out loud and calculate the points to determine the winner. Wow! Congratulations to our winners. You can all go back 
to your seats. Give the Leaders wet wipes to clean up, and let them throw their ponchos away. Dismiss all 
contestants to their seats.


While they’re doing that, everyone jump up on your feet and get ready to sing some songs! Remember, worship is 
about showing God how much we love Him and telling Him “Thank You!” For what he has done for us. So you can 
dance, just clap, or even just sing! Let’s go!

CUE: Song 1 (#7) 
CUE: Song 2 (#8) 

LEADER: Let’s all stretch our hands out wide and put them together to pray in 3, 2, 1! (Clasp hands and pray.) 
Before you sit down, find as many people as you can, give them an elbow high five, and tell them your favorite 
sport! On your marks, get set, GO! CUE: 1 minute countdown (#9). When the countdown finishes, immediately 
CUE: Transition video (#10).




 

STORY 
Bible Story

PAUL AND SILAS THROWN IN JAIL 
One day, a servant girl began to follow Paul and Silas. Bring up an older girl (one who you know won’t be 
embarrassed to play an annoying character). She really annoyed them. She kept yelling: These men serve the Most 
High God! (Acts 16:17, NIrV) and things like that over and over again. It began to sound like this. 

CUE: SFX Wah Wah (#12). You see, this girl did not believe in God. She was controlled by a spirit that didn’t come 
from God. 


Well, Paul and Silas tried to ignore her but she wouldn’t go away! She kept saying…CUE: SFX Was Wah (#12). Paul 
finally had enough and commanded the spirit to leave her, and it did. She was now free from the control of this 
spirit. She was thrilled! Cue the girl to head back to her seat happily. But…her bosses weren’t so happy. In fact, they 
were really angry. They didn’t like that Paul and Silas were telling people about God and healing them so…Paul and 
Silas were thrown in JAIL. Give two pool noodles (each) to Paul and Silas. Cue them to hold up the pool noodles in 
front of their faces like jail bars. 
  

 
 

STORY 
Bible Story 

JAILHOUSE ROCK 
Okay, I need some more helpers to be walls of the jail. Let me get a whole small group up here. Paul and Silas, you 
can sit down right where you are. Bring up an entire small group. Have them put their arms around each other and 
form a circle around Paul and Silas (who will no longer be visible). (To the Leader of the group) “[Leader’s name], I 
need you to be the jailer and keep an eye on the situation. (Do the ‘I’m watching you’ motion.) 

Okay. Try to think about how Paul and Silas might have felt to be thrown into jail. You’d think they would have been 
feeling pretty sad and hopeless. I mean they were just doing what God asked them to do! Telling people about 
Jesus and how to be saved. But not these two guys! They started PRAYING, you heard me, right. And the other 
prisoners heard them. Then they began to sing songs of praise to God! In fact, I think I can hear them now…


CUE: “Every Beat” song (#13). Nod along to the beat of the song, holding your hand to your ear like you’re 
listening to Paul and Silas inside the “jail.” Start talking again as the chorus ends (after “Every beat is calling out Your 
name”) As Paul and Silas sang songs to God, the earth began to shake. (To the ‘jail’ kids) Jail walls, go ahead and 
sway to the beat. The doors of the jail flew open and everyone’s chains came loose! (To the ‘jail’ kids) Let’s see that 
jail break apart! Cue the “jail” kids to break apart so that Paul and Silas are visible again. Song should fade out about 
here.  



STORY 
Bible Story 
(Nod to the Leader) When the jailer realized what had happened, he was afraid that his prisoners had escaped and 
that he would be in serious trouble because he was supposed to make sure that no one got out. But Paul shouted: 
“Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!" Listen to what happened next. Open the Bible to Acts 16:29-31 and read.


“The jailer called out for some lights. He rushed in, shaking with fear.” Turn on the flashlight and hand it to the 
“Leader”. “He fell down in front of Paul and Silas. Then he brought them out. He asked, “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus. Then you and everyone living in your house will be 
saved.” 
 
PAUL AND SILAS AT THE JAILER’S HOUSE 
Okay. (To the group of kids still on stage) Now I need two of you to make the shape of a house. The rest of you will 
be the jailer’s family, so see if you can find a way to cram inside. Give the kids a few seconds to get in place. Make 
sure the two kids making the house stand up straight and angle their arms to make a roof. The jailer took Paul and 
Silas home and fed them a meal. Paul and Silas then shared the news of Jesus with the jailer and his whole family. 
And guess what. Every single person in his family became a believer in Jesus that day. (To the kids) Family, I think 
that’s something to celebrate! Throw some confetti. Give a couple of kids party blowers. CUE: SFX “Yay!” (#14). 
Let’s give a big round of applause for all of our volunteers! (Initiate applause. Cue them to go back to seats.) 

CLOSER 
Bible Story 

LEADER: In the morning, the city judges sent orders to release Paul and Silas quietly. They knew that they were 
wrong to jail them. Paul pointed out that they hadn’t been given a trial AND that they were Roman citizens, so the 
judges themselves should come and release them. The judges came to the jail and apologized. They released Paul 
and Silas and asked them to leave the city. Paul and Silas left to go to other new towns and cities to share the 
message of Jesus with even more people. CUE: Bottom Line (#15). 


Check out our bottom line. You can choose joy when life gets hard.  Paul and Silas had a really hard time. They 
were treated badly and thrown in jail, but they responded by praying and singing praises to God! They had joy 
because they believed in Jesus. They trusted that He was in control even when things were going badly. 


When you’re having a tough time with kids at school or in the neighborhood, remember: you can choose joy when 
life gets hard. When life doesn’t go quite the way you expect, remember: you can choose joy when life gets 
hard. No matter what happens, you can choose joy. And when you do, you will be an example to others and God is 
going to use you in a big way. 


Let’s all head to our small groups and learn more about this joy! See you guys next week for another day of Mud 
Run! Have fun!


