
 

25 minutes 10 minutes

15 
MIN

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction.


STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways.

Opener 

Game

Worship

Story

Closer

25 
MIN

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God. 

10 
MIN

25 
MIN

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect. 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/kidsleaders to do the following: 

1. Read through K-5th large group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities. 


2. Read the Bible story out of the Bible. 

3. Preview the worship songs and get familiar with the motions for this weekend.

4. Pray for the kids that will be in your large group. 


2. Follow up with your campus lead with any questions about the weekend!

3. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials, and connect with early arrivers.

4. Teach kids about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)


-Bible (bring your own) 

-“Joy Box” filled with 

toilet paper

-story gift boxes

-story verse strips


LIFE APP 
JOY — Finding a way to be 

happy even when things don’t 
go your way. 


BIBLE STORY 
A Thrill of Home 
Jesus Is Promised


Isaiah 9:6-7, 53:8, Micah 5:2

MEMORY VERSE 
“Always be joyful because you 

belong the Lord. I will say it again. 
Be Joyful!” 


Philippians 4:4, NIrV

BOTTOM LINE 
You can have joy because God 

keeps His promises. 


http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders
http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

CUE: Play high energy music as kids enter and Freedom Kids Logo (#1). 
CUE: FK countdown (#2) 5 MINUTES BEFORE THE GATHERING BEGINS.  

OPENER 
When the 5 minute countdown gets down to 1 minute, have the kids start to make their way to large group. Host is 
at the front welcoming them. Lead kids in big countdown from 10 seconds from the stage! 

PRO TIP: Focus on your energy and the inflection in your voice during the opener. Be sure to enter with LOTS of 
energy and excitement to gain engagement. 

CUE: Unboxed Logo Loop (#3). Hellooooooooo, Freedom Kids! It’s December, one of my absolute FAVORITE 
months of the year here in Freedom Kids because today we get to unbox joy and next week we start our At The 
Movies series! So bring your friends, bring your family, it’s going to be epic here this month.


Let’s go back to that word JOY. Has anyone every heard of that word before? Yes! Especially this time of the year 
while we are celebrating Christmas! CUE: Joy Def’n Loop (#4). Joy is finding a way to be happy, even when 
things don’t go your way. I’ve been waiting and waiting and waiting for this, because . . . well, let me just show 
you! Hurry backstage and return with the Joy Box. Present the box with lots of fanfare and set it on the table. It’s a 
Joy Box! I can’t wait to see what’s inside. Maybe you’ve heard of a food subscription, where they send meals right 
to your door. Or a Bark Box, where you get treats for your dog in the mail. The Joy Box is just like that—but instead 
of hamburgers and dog bones, they mail you joy! 

GAME  
TP Tower 

I can’t take it anymore. Let’s unbox this and see what they sent! Open the box and look inside. Quickly go from 
excited to disappointed. This can’t be right. Pause. Oh—maybe the good stuff is just hidden at the bottom. Of 
course!….Nope. It’s exactly what I thought it was. Remove one of the rolls of toilet paper and reveal it to the 
audience. Really? How is this supposed to bring me joy? I mean, toilet paper is pretty essential, but I wouldn’t 
exactly say it brings me joy. And look how much they sent! Tilt the box to show the audience. What am I going to do 
with all this? (Hold finger up.) Don’t worry—I’ve got an idea. After all, we’re talking about joy—finding a way to be 
happy, even when things don’t go your way. Let’s put that into practice with one of my favorite games, ‘TP Tower!’ ! 
Let me get two volunteers up on stage to play. CUE: TP Tower Graphic (#5). Choose two kid volunteers and bring 
them up on stage. Have them stand behind the table, facing the audience. Put the box of toilet paper on the floor 
between the two of them.


(To the kid volunteers) “[Kids’ names], when I say, ‘Go,’ each of you will build a TP tower. You’ll build it like this: four 
rolls on the bottom (demonstrate), then three, then two, then one. Once you have your tower built, you’ll grab 
another roll of TP, stand behind this line (point to the masking tape line), and throw the roll to knock your tower 
down. The first person to knock their tower over wins! Audience, let me hear you cheer for [kids’ names]. Let’s count 
them down—three, two, one, GO! CUE: Christmas Game Music (#6). 



 

STORY 
Bible Story 

NOTE: You can preview graphics at myfreedom.org/kidsleaders and find the “Week 1 Large Group Graphics”. 

SETTING UP THE STORY / REVIEW 
LEADER: CUE: Unboxed Graphic (#11). That’s right! Next week kicks off At The Movies! So bring your friends, 
bring your family, bring everyone you know! They’ll be popcorn, games, time with your small group, and don’t 
forget…movies! It’s going to be SO MUCH FUN! 

It’s time for my absolute favorite part of the day…the Bible Story! Over the past few months, we’ve been learning 
about God’s Big Story. We can read all about God’s story in the Bible. (Hold up Bible.) We’re going to stretch our 
brains and think all the way back to August. Yes, August! 


First we learned how God created a beautiful world. CUE: Story Image 1 with outdoor SFX (#12). He made 
everything in the entire universe, from the June bug all the way to Jupiter. He saw that all of it was good, and it 
definitely was. In fact, it was perfect! There wasn’t a single bad thing in the entire universe. God also made people—
Adam and Eve. CUE: Story Image 2 with garden SFX (#13). Adam and Eve had a choice: they could trust God and 
follow Him, or they could go their own way. Unfortunately, they chose to disobey God. They chose to sin. We sin, 
too—just like Adam and Eve did. If we’re honest, all of us have done things that we know are wrong. But God has 
always had a plan to fix our sin problem and restore our relationship with Him. 


WORSHIP 

LEADER: Comment on the action and coach the kids as they play. Once a kid knocks over their TP tower, announce 
the winner. Have the volunteers help put the TP back in the box. You two are awesome. For playing today’s game, 
here’s your own roll of joy to take home. Give each kid volunteer a roll of toilet paper and dismiss them to their seats. 
Let’s all stand on our feet and worship with joy today. Sing loud and let’s show God how much we love him! Let’s 
go!

CUE: Song 1 (#7) 
CUE: Song 2 (#8) 

LEADER: Let’s all stretch our hands out wide and put them together to pray in 3, 2, 1! (Clasp hands and pray.) 
Before you sit down, find as many people as you can, give them a high-five, and tell them your favorite movie! On 
your marks, get set, GO! CUE: 1 minute countdown (#9). When the countdown finishes, immediately CUE: At 
The Movies Promo Video (#10).


http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders
http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

STORY 
Bible Story 

PROMISES THROUGH THE PROPHETS 
You see, at this point people were still living with sin and in order to make their relationship with God right, they had 
to sacrifice an animal on an alter. They couldn’t just go to God and talk to Him like we do today and God wanted a 
better relationship with us than that! He wanted a real friendship and family. So God sent many prophets. Does 
anyone know what a prophet was? Take a few responses. A prophet was basically a messenger for the people. God 
would talk to the prophet and give them a message to tell the people. Check this out. CUE: Bible Book Timeline 
(#17). Here in the book of Isaiah in the Bible is where we learn about the major prophets. So today, I need some 
prophets!


Select 5 volunteers of leaders and older kid volunteers who can read well (you may want to let them know ahead of 
time that they will be reading a verse or two so kid volunteers know what they are doing and we can be sensitive to 
their comfort level). Thanks for your help, readers! Remember, read with drama and energy! When I nod to you, 
you’ll read your verse in the microphone. Pass out the 5 verse strip papers. Through the prophets, God began telling 
people about a man that was coming…he would be the savior of the world! (With your best announcer voice) So 
let’s welcome prophet #1, Isaiah! Initiate applause. Give prophet #1 the microphone to read their verse (Isaiah 9:6-7).  

STORY 
Bible Story 

TIMELINE REVIEW
Many years later we learn about a man named Abraham. CUE: Story Image 3 with people talking SFX (#14). God 
made a promise o Abraham to make him the father of a great nation—the father of God’s people. God was going to 
use this family to save ALL people. We call them the Israelites! The Israelites, or another words the family of 
Abraham, became slaves to the Egyptians. They had to do hard, hard work and they cried out to God to help them. 
But God always had a plan to rescue His people. He chose a man named Moses to lead the Israelites to freedom— 
to the land He had promised. As the Israelites traveled, oh no! CUE: Story Image 4 with water SFX (#15). The 
Egyptians ran after them! God gave Moses wisdom and God used His power to part the Red Sea and after 40 years 
of wandering in the desert, the people arrived at their promised land.  


In this new land, God provided judges and priests to lead them. But this wasn’t enough for the people. Even though 
God was their King, the people wanted a person to rule over them. The Israelites decided they wanted to have a 
king just like the other nations around them. Their first King, Saul, didn’t follow God. So God chose a man 
named….CUE: Story Image 5 with trumpet SFX (#16)…David. God made an important promise to David. He said 
that someone from David’s family would be the true King who would rescue and rule over God’s people forever. God 
promised David that the Messiah—the Savior—would come from his family. Wow! What a promise! And THAT’S 
where we pick up.




 

STORY 
Bible Story 

(With your best announcer voice) Let’s welcome prophet #4, Isaiah again! Initiate applause. Nod to the fourth reader. 
He/she will step up to the microphone and read the marked passage: Isaiah 53:8. As the reader is reading, place the 
fourth box with the picture of a cross on top of the stack of boxes. Through Isaiah, God also revealed that the Savior 
would die for our sins.


That sounded like a sad ending for this promised Savior. But God promised that not even death could stop the 
Messiah! King David once wrote these words in Psalm 16. Nod to the fifth reader. He/she will step up to the 
microphone and read the marked passage: Psalm 16:10-11. As the reader is reading, place the final box with the 
picture of a heart on top of the stack of boxes. God had made many promises about the Messiah—the Savior of the 
world. No one knew when this Rescuer would arrive, but God had given His people clues about how He would 
come and what He would be like. 

WRAPPING UP THE STORY
Then . . . years and years passed . . . and nothing happened. (Long pause.) Some of the Israelites forgot about 
God’s promises. Others continued to hope that God would send someone to save them—just like He had promised. 
Let’s give a big applause to all of our prophets and King David! Dismiss volunteers back to their seats.  

STORY 
Bible Story 

As the reader is reading, place the first gift box with the picture of the baby on the floor (in front of the table) so the 
audience can see it. Other gift boxes should be hidden behind the table/stage so they can’t be seen. As you place 
the boxes, be sure to keep the back side of the boxes hidden. (When the first reader is finished) Through Isaiah, we 
knew the Savior would come as a little baby. 


(With your best announcer voice) Let’s welcome prophet #2, Micah! Initiate applause. Nod to the second reader. He/
she will step up to the microphone and read the marked passage: Micah 5:2. As the reader is reading, place the 
second gift box with the picture of a biblical town on top of the first box. Through Micah, we learn that the Savior 
would be born in a town called Bethlehem. 


(With your best announcer voice) Let’s welcome prophet #3, Zechariah! Initiate applause. Nod to the third reader. 
He/she will step up to the microphone and read the marked passage: Zechariah 9:9. As the reader is reading, place 
the third gift box with the picture of the crown on top of the other two boxes. Through Zechariah, God told His 
people that the Savior would be a King.


 

 



CLOSER 
Bottom Line 

The stage was set for God to bring JOY to the world and change the world forever. Point to the box with the heart, 
on top of the stack. God had promised a Savior who would rescue His people from their sins, . . . Point to the next 
box down, with the cross. . . a King who would rule over His people forever. Point to the next box down, with the 
crown. The Savior would be born in the little town of Bethlehem. Point to the next box down, with the town. He 
would come as a little child. Point to the bottom box, with the baby. 

All of God’s promises came true when He sent His very own Son to earth: Jesus. Using the bottom box, carefully 
turn the box tower around, revealing the name “JESUS.” Jesus came just as God said He would. Through Jesus, 
God fulfilled all His promises to Abraham, Moses, and David. God came through on all the promises He had made 
through the prophets. When we remember that God keeps His promises, then we can have joy that nothing in this 
world can ever take away. CUE: Bottom Line (#18). You can have joy because God keeps His promises.


People can break promises—even pinkie promises. But when God makes a promise, He ALWAYS keeps it. Always. 
Jesus is the One whom God had promised since the beginning. The whole Bible is One Big Story about how God 
kept His promise to rescue us. Did you know that God also promises that someday Jesus will bring a peace that will 
never end? Not all of God’s promises have been fulfilled yet, but we can trust God will come through because He is 
a promise keeper. Let’s all head to our small groups! See you next week for At The Movies! I can't wait!


