
 

How to prepare 

1. Go to myfreedom.org/kidsleaders to do the following:

1. Read through K-2nd small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 

what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.

2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

3. Preview the worship songs and get familiar with the motions for this weekend.


2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials, and connect with early arrivers.

3. Teach kids about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

IN YOUR BAG: 	 	 	 	 	 IN THEIR BAG:	 	 	 WEEKLY BAGS:

-Rulers with string and magnets (4)	 	 	 -No bag needed	 	 	 -No bag needed	 

-Memory Verse Cards with paperclips attached	 	 	 	 	 	 

  (2 sets) 

-Hula hoops (2, same used for both gatherings)

-“Conflict Situations” Activity Page 

-“Emoji” Activity Pages 

-Bible

-Paper and pencil

-HOME bags (1 per kid) 


Reference Card An outline of what you are leading today. 
1. Memorize  
What you do: After selecting teams and laying out materials, play the fishing game to 
memorize the verse together in a fun way.


2. apply 
What you do: Lay out the “Emojis” and identify what they are. Read the “Conflict 
Situations” and have the kids move to the Emoji describing how they would feel.  


3. pray 
What you do: Use your paper and pencils to take requests and pray over the group’s 
requests.


4. home 
What you do: Give each kids a HOME bag and after everyone is picked up, follow the 
Post-Gathering Checklist to clean and prepare for the next gathering or end of day.


 
 

 

BOTTOM LINE 
Friends forgive one another.


LIFE APP 
Friendship—Using your 

words and actions to show 
others you care

MEMORY VERSE 
A friend loves at all times, 
and a brother is born for a 

time of adversity. (Prov. 
17:17)

BIBLE STORY 
I’ll Be There for you


Jesus and Peter 

John 21:1-19
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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Split up your group into two teams and read Proverbs 17:17 out loud with your group.

2) Place a hula hoop in front of each team and place the “Memory Verse Cards” inside each hula hoop. Be sure   

    that the cards have paperclips on them. 

3) Select two “fishermen” from each team and give them a fishing pole (the ruler with the magnet attached). 

4) The other team members are “sorters.”

5) When you say go, each team will begin “fishing.” When a fisherman catches a piece of the verse, the sorters 

    will take it and begin putting the verse in oder. 

6) Whoever collects all the cards and places the verse in order first wins. 

7) After sanitizing the rulers (fishing poles), two more fishermen to play again. Play as time and interest allow 

    (assure the kids that if you finish your other activities, you will be able to play again)


WHAT YOU SAY: 

“When does a friend love? (Pause for responses.) Yes, at ALL times. What about when a friend hurts us and needs 
to be forgiven? Should we love them then? (Pause for responses.) Absolutely. Just like catching that memory 
verse was a little hard sometimes, and putting it in order really fast was difficult, forgiveness can be hard, too. But, 
even though it wasn’t easy, Jesus forgave Peter, and we can choose to forgive even when it’s really hard and we 
don’t feel like it. God will help us because friends forgive one another. I’m so glad God has given us our friends, 
and that He will help us forgive others just as He forgives us!” 

 


WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Hold up the emoji pages one by one.

2) Ask kids about the emotion that each page represents and tell them that it might be something they or their 

    friends experience when they’re hurt.

3) Then, let kids help you place each of the emojis at different spots throughout your group’s space.

4) Read a situation from the “Conflict Situations” page and ask kids, “How would you feel in that situation?”

5) Let the kids respond by quickly walking, running, hopping, or whatever you choose, to the emoji that best fits 

    how they think they would feel in that particular situation.

6) Before moving on to the next situation, lead the kids in a quick discussion (just a sentence or two) about 

    potential solutions to the conflict.


WHAT YOU SAY: 

“Thank you for being open and honest about how you would feel if someone hurt you in each of these different 
situations. When someone hurts you, it’s normal to experience lots of emotions like those on these emojis. But 
the truth is, when you choose NOT to forgive, you continue to hurt yourself. It might also cause you to lose a 
good friend. Just like Peter and Jesus talked it out, it’s important to learn how to talk it out with your friends so 
you can fix your relationship. But, it’s also important to be wise. If a friend repeatedly hurts you, it’s okay to 
forgive them then walk away to protect yourself from being constantly hurt. Friends forgive one another.”  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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Circle up with your kids.

2) Get your piece of paper and pencil. 

3) Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests. 

4) Write down their prayer requests on the piece of paper. 

5) Lead your kids in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests as well as over your group.

6) Take prayer requests home with you to pray over during the week.


 


 

WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Be sure that each kid gets their HOME BAG with their lollipop, Drive Time. 

2) Prepare the kids for Check-Out.

3) Repeat the Memorize Activity, but this time switch it up. 

	 -Have a one on one competition to see who can catch the most fish.

	 -Replay the activity as before. 

4) Once Check-Out is completed, complete the Post-Gathering checklist to ensure the space is ready for the next  
    gathering or the next week.)
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