
 

How to prepare 

1. Go to myfreedom.org/kidsleaders to do the following:

1. Read through K-2nd small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 

what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.

2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

3. Preview the worship songs and get familiar with the motions for this weekend.


2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials, and connect with early arrivers.

3. Teach kids about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

IN YOUR BAG: 	 	 	 	 	 IN THEIR BAG:	 	 	 WEEKLY BAGS:

-Random items: 	 	 	 	 	 -Paper to crumple  	 	 	 -Markers 

  cotton balls; pencil; ball; toy		 	 	 -“Encouragement Cards” 	 	 -Pencils 

-Two Freedom Buckets	 	 	 	 -Stickers 	 	 	 	 -Scissors

-“Memory Verse Cards” Activity Page 	 	 

-Home Bags

-Bible 

-Paper and pencil 


                                 


Reference Card An outline of what you are leading today. 
1. CONNECT 
What you do: Lay out random items, select a “Finder,” and after picking an item, have 
kids encourage the “Finder” as they figure out which item you’ve choses.

Point: To give the kids an opportunity to encourage each other. 


2. MEMORIZE 
What you do: When a kid makes their paper ball into a container they flip a memory 
verse card for their team. Once all are flipped and placed in order, that team wins.

Point: To help kids memorize the verse and play together. 


3. APPLY 
What you do: Have kids decorate and prepare their “Encouragement Cards.”

Point: To have them put encouragement into action this week. 


4. PRAY 
Use your paper and pencils to take requests and pray over the group’s requests. 


5. HOME 
What you do: Lead Activity 1 or 2 until all kids are checked out. Don’t forget to give 
them their Home Bags.


BOTTOM LINE 
Friends encourage one 

another.


LIFE APP 
Friendship—Using your 

words and actions to show 
others you care

MEMORY VERSE 
A friend loves at all times, 
and a brother is born for a 

time of adversity. (Prov. 
17:17)

BIBLE STORY 
Friend Like Me


Elijah and Elisha 

1 Kings 19; 2 Kings 2
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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Grab the “random items” out of your bag and place them around your small group area. They can even be a 

    little outside of it so they are pretty spread out. 

2) Select one kid as the “finder” and have them step away and cover their ears.

3) Lead the group to pick one of the random objects in the environment for the finder to find. 

4) Ask the finder to come back and walk around the environment in search of the object.

5) Tell the group they cannot say anything, but they can give hints by using applause to lead the finder in the right 

    direction. 

6) If the finder is far away from the object, the group should clap slowly and softly. 

7) When the finder gets closer and closer, the group should applaud faster and louder until the finder picks the 

    correct object.

8) Assign a new finder with each new round. 

9) Play as interest allows and don’t hesitate to pick the same object more than once. 


WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Great job encouraging the ‘finders’ to locate the objects! They couldn’t have done that without your help. How 
did the two friends from today’s story encourage each other? (allow answers) Do you think you can encourage 
your friends and family this week? (allow answers) I think you can, too. Because friends encourage one another. 

 

WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Set the two containers 10-15 feet apart.

2) Have the kids get out their piece of paper and crumple it up into a ball. 

3) Place a set of memory verse cards (facedown) next to each container.

4) Form two teams and ask each team to line up a good distance from each container. (if there is a smaller 

    number of kids, just form one line and have them work together)

5) Tell the group that each team will take turns throwing the balls of paper, alternating with their opponent.

6) If the ball lands in the container successfully, the kid who threw it will pick up one card and place it face up on 

    the floor.

7) The kid will then go to the end of the line and while doing so, receive applause and encouragement from each 

    team member.

8) If the ball misses the hole, the kid will go to the end of the line without retrieving a card, but still receiving  

    encouragement from each team member.

9) The first team to successfully collect all of the verse cards and put them in order wins.

10) End by asking the winning team to cheer on the other team as they continue playing the game until they finish 

      their verse. 


WHAT YOU SAY: “Great job encouraging your teammates with applause, especially when they missed the 
container! Your encouragement made them feel like they were part of the team. When we encourage our friends, 
we give them energy to face challenges. Our verse tells us that friends encourage one another, and are there 
when hard times come. Good friends always practice encouraging friends.” 
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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Pass out an “Encouragement Cards” page to each kid. 

2) Read the front of the cards to the kids and point out the blank. 

3) Explain that kids will write one thing they love about a friend on the blank line, take these cards home, and give 

    the card to that friend as a way to encourage them. 

4) Instruct the kids to cut the cards apart and decorate the blank side of all eight cards with their markers (given to 

    them from the weekly bag) and stickers. 

5) When finished, tell the kids to put their cards into their “Home Bags” to take home and give to their friends.

6) While they create, share of a time someone gave you a note or card that really encouraged you.

7) If there isn’t time to finish all of the cards, encourage the kids that it’s okay and they can finish them at home.


WHAT YOU SAY: 

“Raise your hand if you like to receive notes from a friend. (Pause.) Me, too! This week, we’re learning that friends 
encourage one another. One way we can encourage our friends is to give them a sweet note. On your cards, it 
says, ‘You are . . . blank.’ I want you to think of a friend you could give one of these cards to and fill in the blank as 
a way to encourage that friend. You might say, ‘You are good at math,’ or ‘You are patient with your sister.’ What 
are some other things you could write to a friend on these cards? (Pause as kids share answers.)  

“So that’s your challenge this week! Since friends encourage one another, let’s do just that by giving out notes 
of encouragement to our friends! Do you think you can hand out all eight cards?” 


WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Circle up with your kids.

2) Get your piece of paper and pencil. 

3) Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests. 

4) Write down their prayer requests on the piece of paper. 

5) Lead your kids in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests as well as over your group.

6) Take prayer requests home with you to pray over during the week. 
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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Be sure that each kid gets their HOME BAG with their lollipop, Drive Time, and Encouragement Cards is them. 

2) Prepare the kids for Check-Out.

3) Repeat Activity 1 or 2, whichever your group enjoyed the most. 

4) This time is to be used to keep your kids engaged as their parents come to pick them up. It’s also a great time 

    for connection.

5) Once Check-Out is completed, complete the Post-Gathering checklist to ensure the space is ready for the next  
    gathering or the next week.
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