
 

25 minutes

15 
MIN

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction.


STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways.
25 
MIN

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God. 

Higher Than The Sky

Chasing Me

10 
MIN

25 
MIN

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect.  
Sticky Situations

Joy-Finished Story

How High?

Prayer

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/kidsleaders to do the following:


1. Read through 2nd-3rd small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself 
with what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities. 


2. Watch the 2nd-3rd tutorial video for this weekend to show you how to complete each activity. 

3. Watch the Bible story video. 

4. Preview the worship songs and get familiar with the motions for this weekend.


2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials, and connect with early arrivers.

3. Teach kids about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

-bucket/bin	 	 	 	 	 	 	 -Mother’s Day card templates	 	 	        
-Shredded brown paper	 	 	 	 	 -stickers

-Large kitchen spoon (bring your own)

-12 ping pong balls with smiles/frowns

-The “Joy-Finished”  Activity Page (1 per kid)

-Markers

-Review questions sheet


http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders
Mother’s Day Card
Sticky Situations
Joy-Finished Story
Prayer

http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

TALK 
Bible Story Review

TALK   
Bible Story Review


2. Sticky Situations

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Divide your group into teams of two.  
-Tell kids the teams will take turns answering questions from the provided Review 
Questions Sheet.  
-If they answer correctly, they get a point for their team.  
-Then the team must choose one person to use the ladle to dig through the paper shreds 
(mud) inside the bucket and grab a ping-pong ball.  
-If they pull out a ball with a happy face, their team still gets an extra point. If they pull out 
a sad face, their team loses a point from their overall score.  
-Make sure everyone gets a turn to dig through the paper shreds if they wish to do so. 

 
WHAT YOU SAY: 
You guys did an awesome job remembering our Bible story today! How many of you got to 
avoid digging through that mess? (Pause.) You know, Paul and Silas were in a real mess of 
a situation. If I were them, I think I would have had a really hard time staying joyful. What 
about you guys? Do you think you could have been joyful? (Pause.) I’m thankful for the 
example they have set before us and the reminder that you can choose joy when life 
gets hard. 

CREATE 
 


an activity that 
explores ideas 

through the process 
of designing

 

MOVE 
 


an activity that 
increases the 

oxygen in the brain 
and taps into the 

energy in the body 
 

1. Mother’s Day Card

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Welcome kids and explain that today is an important day: Mother’s Day!

-Explain that this is a day for Mom’s, Grandma’s, Aunts, our favorite female teachers, etc.

-Lay out card template options and allow kids to pick one.

-Give kids time to color and decorate their cards. 

-If they are able to, ask them to write a special message to their Mom on the inside of the 
card. If not, they can draw a special picture of their favorite thing to do with Mom.

-Set cards aside in a place that kids can get to them easily at check out. 

-Encourage them to give this person their card and give them a big hug. 


NOTE: Be sensitive to kids who may not have a Mother. Encourage kids that this is a day to 
celebrate the women that take care of them whether it is a Grandmother, Aunt, foster 
parent, teacher.  
 
WHAT YOU SAY: Today, first thing is first, it’s Mother’s Day! A day to celebrate the women 
in our lives who take care of us - Aunt’s, foster parents, Grandma’s, Mom’s, and even 
teachers. We are going to make her a special card. You can choose from either type of 
card and make it your own. Don’t forget to write a special message inside or draw a 
special picture for her. Let’s bring them joy and honor all that they do for us. 



 

LIVE  
Application Activity

3. Joy-Finished Story 

WHAT YOU DO: 
-Give every kid an Activity Page, and set out the markers.  
-Talk through each scenario in the left hand boxes.  
-Encourage kids to use the blank boxes to the right of each situation to draw  
out what the end of those stories could look like if they decided to choose  
joy even though things were hard.  
-Kids can color the boxes on the left once they’ve finished drawing.  
-Invite kids to share out loud some of the ways they decided to finish the  
stories.  

 


LIVE 
Application Activity 

IMAGINE 
 


an activity that 
promotes empathy 

and facilitates 
biblical application 
through role-play 
and reenactment 

3. Joy-Finished Story — Continued  

WHAT YOU SAY: “I am so inspired by each of you to choose joy even when things are hard. 
We have so many reasons to be joyful because of how awesome God is! Can anyone think 
of how we can be joyful this week? (Allow time for responses.) Those are great ideas! 
Remember, there are times when things are just not going our way. Or maybe, things go 
really wrong, but no matter what we are facing, you can choose joy when life gets hard.”  

 


IMAGINE 
 


an activity that 
promotes empathy 

and facilitates 
biblical application 
through role-play 
and reenactment 



4. Pray 

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Ask the kids to tell you reasons to be joyful. 

-To get them started, give some examples (i.e. Living in a house, having shoes, Jesus 
loves us and wants a relationship with us).

-Write down their answers on a piece of paper.

-Remind kids that when they feel like something hard has gotten them down and they want 
to stop trying, they can thank God and think about one of the reasons for joy the group 
wrote down today. 


WHAT YOU SAY:“God, we know there are times when things just don’t go our way. As 
hard as it may be, we know that we can choose joy when life gets hard. Thank You for all 
the things that bring us joy, like (read list). Thank You for reminding us of this joy. In Jesus’ 
name, amen!”  

As adults arrive to pick up, point out the kids’ “Joy-Finished Stories,” and prompt kids to 
tell their adults how they finished each story. Remind kids that you can choose joy when 
life gets hard.  

REFLECT 
 


an activity that 
creates space for 

personal 
understanding and 

application 
 

PRAY  
Pray to God

5. Extra Activity  
This activity is for extra time at the end of group; continue until all kids have checked out. 
 

WHAT YOU DO: 
-Encourage kids to find a partner.  
-Explain that they will be competing against their partner to see who can  
keep a straight face for the longest time without laughing.  
-They can make faces and funny sounds, but the winner is the person who  
lasts the longest without laughing or smiling.  
-After each round, encourage kids to find a new partner and try again!  

 
 

 

FUN  
A Fun Activity

PLAY 
 


an activity that 
encourages 
connection

 
 


