
 

HOW TO PREPARE 

1. Go to myfreedom.org/kidsleaders to do the following:

1. Pray for the kids that will be in your group this weekend.

2. Respond to planning center requests for scheduling. 

3. Read through this weeks leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with what to 

say, how long it should take, and the order of activities. 

4. Watch the Bible story video and worship songs.

5. Watch the monthly overview video for this months purpose and theme!


2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, set up connect materials, and connect with early check ins. 

3. Teach kids about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

IN YOUR BAG: 	 	 	 	 IN THEIR BAG:	 	 	 	 WEEKLY BAGS:

-Bible 		 	 	 	 	 -“Word Search” Activity Page	 	 -Not being used  

-Paper and pencil 	 	 	 	 -Pencil 	 	 	 	 	 

-HOME bags 


                                 


Reference Card An outline of what you are leading today. 

1. Memorize 
What you do: After reviewing the memory verse, lead your group to take out the “Word 
Search” sheet and complete it. When people complete, allow them to help others. 


2. apply 
What you do: Talk through the discussion questions. 

Point: To build relationship as well as let kids share their thoughts on the topic.


3. pray 
What you do: Use your paper and pencils to take requests and pray over the group’s 
requests.


4. home 
What you do: After preparing your group for Check-out, walk through the review 
questions with your group. Once everyone is checked out, follow your Post-Gathering 
Checklist to prepare for the next gathering or the end of the day.


 
 

 GROUPS

BOTTOM LINE 
Friends forgive one 

another.


LIFE APP 
Friendship—Using your 

words and actions to show 
others you care

MEMORY VERSE 
A friend loves at all times, 
and a brother is born for a 

time of adversity. (Prov. 
17:17)

BIBLE STORY 
I’ll Be There for You


Jesus and Peter 

John 21:1-19
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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) After welcoming your group, tell them it’s time to talk about your monthly memory verse. 

2) Look up Proverbs 17:17 or let kids recite it from memory.

3) Let a couple of volunteers share with the group what the verse means to them in their own words.

4) Lead the kids to get the “Word Search” Activity Page out of their own bags that you give them.

5) Instruct the kids to look at the list at the bottom and find the words in the word search.

6) After a few minutes, let kids who have found most of the words help their friends out.

7) As they work, ask them to think about the last time they forgave a friend or the last time someone forgave 

    them.

	 -Prompt kids to think about how it felt to have their friendship “fixed” through forgiveness.

	 -Let any kids share stories if they want to. Help them keep names out of the story, and if needed, help 

	   them move stories along if they get too bogged down on details. 

8) An answer key is provided in your bag if anyone has too much trouble and you need to help. 


WHAT YOU SAY: 

“When you get hurt or you hurt someone, your friendships change. A friend loves at all times, and that’s why it’s 
important to learn to ask for forgiveness when you do something wrong. It’s equally important to learn to forgive 
those friends who hurt you. When you learn to ask AND give forgiveness you can experience healing, peace, 
calm, happiness, laughter—all the words you found in this word search. Friends forgive one another.”  

WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Ask the following questions: 


2) Have you ever had to forgive a friend? What happened? (Make sure kids know not to mention any names or 

    identifying details!) 


3) Have you ever had to ask for forgiveness from a friend? How did it feel?


4) How can you show forgiveness to a friend by doing more than just accepting their apology?


5) What do you do when you forgive a friend but they keep hurting you in the same way? (You can forgive, while 
also remembering week one: choose your friends carefully. If someone keeps showing you that they’re not a good 
friend, or are bad for you, you can choose wisely about the time you spend with them and ask an adult you trust 
for advice and help. BUT we should always offer forgiveness.) 
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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Circle up with your kids.

2) Get your piece of paper and pencil. 

3) Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests. 

4) Write down their prayer requests on the piece of paper. 

5) Lead your kids in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests as well as over your group.

6) Take prayer requests home with you to pray over during the week. 


 

 
 

 

WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Prepare the kids for Check-Out.

2) Make sure each kid has their HOME bag with their Drive Time Card and candy inside.  

3) If the environment allows, ask the following questions to your group and even make it a trivia game to review 

    the Bible story from today. 

	 -True or False: On the night Jesus was arrested, Peter told everyone that Jesus was his best friend. (False,  
	   Peter lied about even knowing Jesus.) 
	 -After Jesus died and came back, Peter and his friends got on a boat. What did they do? (They went  
	   fishing.) 
	 -After fishing all night, Peter and his friends caught: a) no fish, b) a few fish, or c) a ton of fish? (A. no fish) 
	 -After they were done fishing, they looked on the shore and saw a man standing there but they didn’t 

	   recognize him at first. Who was it? (Jesus) 
	 -Jesus told them to throw their nets on the right side of the boat. When they did, what happened? (The net  
	   was so full of fish they couldn’t get it into the boat!) 
	 -What did Peter do when he realized it was Jesus on the shore? (Put on his coat and jumped out of the  
	   boat to walk to the shore.) 
	 -When they got to the beach, what did they find? (Jesus had already started cooking breakfast!)  
4) Once Check-Out is completed, complete the Post-Gathering checklist to ensure the space is ready for the next  
    gathering or the next week. 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