
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/kidsleaders to do the following:


1. Read through 2nd-3rd small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself 
with what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

3. Preview the worship songs and get familiar with the motions for this weekend.


2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials, and connect with early arrivers.

3. Teach kids about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

-“Cain of Promising Events” Activity Page (1 set per kid)	 -Review Sheet 

-Construction Paper (2 pieces per kid)	 	 	 -Construction paper cut into strips (1 per kid)

-Markers 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 -Prayer Journal 

-Glue sticks 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 -Pen or pencil for the leader 		 

-Scissors 

-“Joyful Charading” Activity Page (1 set per group) 

-Freedom Church bucket 

-Timer on your phone 

Reference Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 
Activity #1 | Chain of Promising Events  
What you do:

   -Use the materials provided to help the kids create Christmas chains and then go over 

    the story using the provided review sheet. 

Point: To reinforce the story as well as review it with your group. 

Activity #2 | Joyful Charading  
What you do:

   -Split the group into two teams and have the kids act out what they draw from the 

    bucket for you. The team that you guess correctly the most is the winner. 

Point: To have the kids try to act out difficult concepts, but go over them so they can 
understand. 


Activity #3 | Mark of Joy  
What you do:

   -Allow the kids to create a bookmark with the memory verse written on it. 

Point: To learn the memory verse and give the kids a way to remember it.   

Activity #4 | Prayer 
Use the Prayer Journals to take down prayer requests and pray over your kids. 
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1. Chain of Promising Events (Continued) 

WHAT YOU SAY: “I can only imagine how this Christmas chain will take your Christmas tree 
or home decorations to the next level! Have you all been thinking about where you can hang 
your Christmas chain? (Allow time for responses.) I PROMISE whatever you decide, it will 

look amazing! Okay, I guess I can’t make that promise because you could hang it 
somewhere really funny. But you know what I CAN promise? No matter what we face in this 
Christmas season ahead, you can have joy because God keeps His promises. Whether 
one of your favorite traditions gets forgotten this year, or Christmas just doesn’t turn out the 
way you were hoping, you can still find joy because of the good news we learned about 
today!” 

 
 

TALK   
Bible Story Review

TALK   
Bible Story Review


1. Chain of Promising Events  


WHAT YOU DO:  
-Provide each kid with a set of Activity Pages and scissors.

-Instruct them to cut the strips apart and color them.

-When everyone is finished, use the Review Page to walk through each picture while r

  reviewing the story.

-Demonstrate to kids how they can glue one end of the strip to the opposite end to form a 

  circle.

-Then demonstrate how they can loop the next strip through the first circle and glue the 

  ends together, forming a chain.

-Let kids use the other supplies to cut out and decorate more loops for their Christmas 

  chain.

-Encourage them to put the chain on their tree at home or to hang it on the bathroom 

  mirror, a banister, or a doorframe. 


 

IMAGINE 
 


an activity that 
promotes empathy 

and facilitates 
biblical application 
through role-play 
and reenactment 
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LIVE  
Application Activity

HEAR  
Memory Verse Activity

2. Joyful Charading  
WHAT YOU DO: 
-Before this activity, take a look through the “Joyful Charading” cards and get familiar with 

  them. (The actions on them are not straightforward, so it will help if you have an idea of 
  what the kids might be acting out.) 
-Divide your group into two teams.

-Explain that you will be playing charades, but with a twist! Instead of one person trying to 

  get their team to guess what the action is, kids will be trying to get YOU to guess!

-Teams will take turns grabbing a card out of the jar and attempting to act it out.

-Set 20 seconds on the clock each time a team starts their turn.

-If you’re able to guess what they’re acting out before time is up, they get a point.

-Continue rotating between teams and help kids navigate making sure everyone gets a 

  chance to participating in the acting. 

-The team with the most points wins! 


WHAT YOU SAY: “Some of those actions were pretty hard to guess, weren’t they? They 
were almost as hard to guess as they are challenging in real life to accomplish. Having joy 
within your heart is difficult when things around you aren’t very joyful. Think of the last time 
you didn’t feel joyful. What was happening around you? (Allow for a few responses.) But the 
good news is that when you believe in Jesus you can have joy because God keeps His 
promises.”

3. A Mark of Joy  

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Using the Bible, look up Philippians 4:4 and read it out loud to the group. 

-Read Philippians 4:4 several times aloud.

-Provide each kid with a strip of paper and a marker.

-Tell kids that they’ll be making bookmarks so they can remember their memory verse 

  whenever they read!

-Encourage them to write out the verse on the strip of paper, using the Bible to help them if 

  needed.

-Allow them to use markers to continue decorating as time allows.


WHAT YOU SAY: “I don’t know what I love more—your seriously amazing confetti 
bookmarks or the fact that you’ll be able to find this week’s memory verse really easily. 
When I look at your bookmarks, they just scream joy! Today we learned that you can have 
joy because God keeps His promises. But here’s the thing. In order to know God’s 
promises so that we can have joy, we have to read about His promises in His Word. This 
week, I pray that your bookmark reminds you to read God’s Word daily so you can always 
have joy no matter what!”  

  

CREATE 
 


an activity that 
explores spiritual 
ideas through the 

process of drawing, 
building, and 

designing 

PLAY 
 


an activity that 
encourages learning 

through following 
guidelines and 

working as a group 
 



4. Prayer   

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Circle up with your kids.

-Open up the Prayer Journal to December 1st. 

-Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests and write down their prayer requests in the 

 journal.   

-Lead your kids in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests and remember to 

 place the journal in a safe place after each gathering. 

-After the last gathering, place the Prayer Journal into the main, black Week 2 bin (next 

 week’s bin).
 

 

  

REFLECT 
 


an activity that 
creates space for 

personal 
understanding and 

application 

PRAY  
Pray to God

5. Extra Activity  
This activity is for extra time at the end of group; continue until all kids have checked out. 

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Keep kids on the small group mat until parents arrive for pick up. 

-Ask the kids about Christmas. 

	 -What decorating do they have done? 

	 -What presents do they want? 

	 -What are their plans and where are they going?

-Ask the kids how their Thanksgiving was. 

-You can play different versions of charades, and let the kids act certain holiday things out 

  together.

	 -Santa Claus

	 -Snowman 

	 -Elves

	 -Reindeer


  
 

PLAY 
 


an activity that 
encourages learning 

through following 
guidelines and 

working as a group 

PLAY  
A Fun Activity


