
Freedom Leader’s Playbook





Dear Freedom Group Leader, 

Welcome to the Freedom Group Coaching Session! You are here to 
learn about a basic building block of how we minister to people at our 
church. As a community group leader, you will join the ranks of those 
who have been entrusted with the precious gift of caring for the body of 
Christ. 

The relaxed, relational dynamic of our community groups make them 
fun and life-giving. That’s because the concept of community groups is 
Biblical and deeply spiritual. Our model is the early Church, when the 
disciples of Christ devoted themselves to fellowship and teaching. Dawn 
and I have benefitted greatly over the years from our attendance in 
community groups, and our church has hundreds of testimonies of lives 
changed in the context of relationships.

We have carefully and deliberately created a system where you, as 
a leader, are cared for also. You will be paired with a coach. Never 
underestimate the importance of these people! 

As a Pastor over hundreds of people who are gathering weekly in 
community groups, it makes my job of shepherding them much easier 
when I know our leaders have a coaching system in place. This structure 
provides a necessary spiritual covering, a friendly accountability, and a 
very strong support.

So, enjoy your training session. Dream your dreams. Live your passion. 
Get creative, and let’s see what God will do!

I love being your Pastor,

Pastor Wade
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The goal of this playbook is to equip and empower 
you to successfully facilitate a Freedom Group, which 
is a focused Community Group.

PLAYBOOK STRATEGY
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WHAT WE DO

THE MISSION
Freedom groups are based on a small group Bible study 
followed by a conference experience that is designed to 
help believers move from the experience of salvation to the 
abundant life that Jesus desires for them. The mission of 
Freedom groups is to equip participants to remove every 
obstacle to intimacy with God and walk in the true freedom 
provided through the work of the cross.

THE GROUP
The Freedom Group covers a twelve week curriculum that 
is divided into three sections to cover six areas of personal 
growth.

THE CONFERENCE
The Freedom Conference is a powerful two-day experience 
designed to allow participants to personally encounter their 
Savior and receive freedom in many areas of spiritual life.

The Freedom Conference will be at the end of the group 
semester.  All group leaders and co-leaders are invited to 
register for a team.  Registering early will secure your spot on 
the desired team.

See page 31 for additional information about the conference.
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1.  LIVING IN THE TREE OF LIFE.

God’s desire for us was never the life of pursuing dead 
religion. His heart for us is that we would know Him 
personally through the Tree of Life and ultimately know 
our true identity as children of the King, so we can 
exprience the love and strength of biblical community.

2.  WALKING IN THE SPIRIT.

The Spirit-led life that the Bible talks about eludes many 
of us. In Freedom groups we learn to understand the 
principle of spiritual order. Feeding our spirit over our 
emotions and flesh is the key to walking in the Spirit. 

3.  SURRENDERING OUR LIVES TO THE LORD.

God calls us to be a people whose love for Him 
supersedes all other desires and goals. He must be Lord 
of our lives so that we may grow in our purpose, live a life 
of forgiveness, and receive His blessings.

SIX AREAS OF PERSONAL GROWTH
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4.  LEARNING TO SPEAK WORDS OF LIFE.

The Bible says that life and death are in the power of 
the tongue. By learning to speak words of life that line 
up with God’s Word, we have the power to change our 
environment and break the power of the enemy’s words 
off our life.

5.  BECOMING A VESSEL GOD CAN USE. 

God has a unique plan and purpose for each of us. Our 
enemy’s goal is to keep us from realizing that purpose. 
However, we have the authority in Jesus to overcome sin 
and the enemy’s schemes to walk in victory, so that we live 
a life of purity that’s full of purpose.  

6.  LIVING AS A WORSHIPPER.

Jesus said a time was coming when “true worshippers 
will worship the Father in spirit and in truth.” The ultimate 
purpose we were all created for is to worship the King. A 
spirit-led life of purity and surrender produces a heart for 
worship.
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Our flow of leadership is based on the “Jethro Principle” found 
in Exodus 18. This flow of relationships enables people in 
ministry.

Lead PastorLead Pastor
Pastor Wade and Dawn Haskins

 
Groups Pastor

Pastor Mark and Sherilyn Grissom

Groups Team
 

Lead Coach

Coach

Freedom Group Leader

Freedom Group Co-Leader

Our Freedom Group structure is maintained through 
relationships.

FLOW OF LEADERSHIP
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Freedom Group leaders will be paired with a coach. 
Coaches are there for prayer covering, support, and a 
direct line of communication. Utilize your coach if you 
have a need, prayer request, or concern. 

Coaches serve leaders by:
• Praying for Freedom Group leaders daily
• Equipping and encouraging Freedom Group     

leaders to focus on the Move One Step process
• Providing care for Freedom Group leaders and   

their groups through prayer, social interaction, and 
attention to special needs

• Being available to visit the Freedom Group once   
during the semester

• Helping raise up new leaders

You are not alone:
As a leader, you may encounter a difficult situation during 
your Freedom Group. Please know you’re not alone, and 
that there’s help available. Your Freedom Group coach is 
available if you are unsure of how to handle a situation in 
your group. As a Freedom Group leader, it’s important to 
seek help or advice when those difficult issues arise.

Connection through communication:
The methods we will use to communicate are:
• Email | Be sure to check your junk folder if you   

are missing communication from PCO Groups.
• Slack | Slack is an app used by Freedom      

Church for all team communication such as dates,  
information, opportunities, stories, etc

YOUR COACH
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GETTING STARTED

Find Your Five
• Start with your co-leader.
• Find 3 people who are excited about your Freedom 

Group and will commit to joining you.
• Look for people who you think you can help draw   

out their potential.
• Pray for God to send people to you who you    

haven’t already discovered.

Location
We encourage all Freedom Groups to meet outside of the 
church building in a relational setting. 

If you cannot meet in your own home, look for a host home 
(possibly the home of someone attending your group). 

One of the Freedom Church Campuses can be an option 
for groups that are unable to find another setting. The use 
of our facilities are on a first come basis, and can be re-
quested through the Community Group Registration Form.

Plan the Semester
Set a time for you and your co-leader to meet and discuss 
the semester. You will want to create a plan for leading the 
lessons, bringing snacks, worship, etc. 

Preparing for a Freedom Group Meeting
• Schedule your group reminder email through PCO 

Groups
• Check for group confirmations on Church Center
• Have food and snacks available.
• Create an inviting environment.
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YOUR FIRST MEETING

Things to Do:
 ▢ Give a general statement about the Freedom 

curriculum.  
 ▢ The 3-minute testimony. If you share a personal 

testimony, keep it brief. We don’t share ongoing 
issues. 

 ▢ Discuss the flow of the group: food, lesson, book 
layout, homework schedule, and videos.  

 ▢ Make sure participants are receiving your 
communication through PCO Groups and Church 
Center.

 ▢ Explain the importance of attendance for a Freedom 
group. 

 ▢ Set the expectation that if a meeting is missed that you 
will meet with the participant to help them catch up.

 ▢ Provide conference dates in the first meeting.
 ▢ The 50/50 Rule: Freedom Group and the Freedom 

Conference.
 ▢ Your role is a facilitator. 
 ▢ Ask open-ended questions. 
 ▢ Everyone comes in at a different level.
 ▢ Begin and end ON TIME. This establishes trust.
 ▢ Two hour maximum for your group is healthy.
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GROUP DYNAMICS

Give time for DISCUSSION. Avoid doing all    
the talking. A good guideline is the “70-30” rule.   

Approximately 70% of the speaking should be from mem-
bers and 30% from the leader. 

Keep the discussion POSITIVE. Carefully lead the con-
versation back to the topic when tangents occur. Where 
sensitive issues or complex questions arise in your group, 
follow up one-on-one after the meeting. 

Steer the discussion in a direction where EVERYONE can 
participate. Remember that some people may not grasp 
phrases that are common to us (i.e. spiritual warfare).

The goal is to create a SAFE environment where people 
can be TRANSPARENT.  What happens in Freedom Group 
stays in Freedom Group with the exception of safety. Re-
member, this is their Freedom Group.

Be prepared to CHANGE THE DIRECTION when RADICAL 
OPINIONS arise. Let the Holy Spirit be the wow factor, not 
you. When in doubt, leave it out.

The basic and expected WEEKLY LAYOUT is Worship, 
Discussion, and Individual Prayer.

Men should MINISTER to men and women to women. 
Couples may minister to a single.
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THE UNSEEN ELEMENT

For where two or three come together in my name, there 
am I with them. (Matthew 18:20)

Think of a recent worship gathering or Community Group 
meeting that you really enjoyed. What made it encouraging 
or helpful, so that you were looking forward to the following 
week? Aim to lead a Community Group meeting you want 
to go to! 

A POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE that is full of faith, hope, and 
love inspires people to grow, facilitates healthy relationship 
building, and allows the Holy Spirit to work. Freedom 
Groups are an expression of church in your home. There 
should be a culture of encouragement, blessing, and unity. 
Your meeting reflects the heart and vision of Freedom 
Church.

As a leader it is your role to set the TONE and CULTURE of 
your group. Atmosphere does not just happen! How can 
you create an effective atmosphere that builds others up? 
Consider the location of your group, your preparation for 
the meeting, and the example you can set as a leader.

Cultivate a LIFE GIVING atmosphere. Be a source of 
encouragement. You do not need to know all the answers 
or be the source of all wisdom. The Holy Spirit is there to 
help and guide you.  Remember that it is the Holy Spirit that 
brings change, not us.
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR ROLE

A Freedom Group leader’s main role, mission, and job is to 
know group members personally, know where they are in 
Christ, and help them to move one step. 

At our church, our heart is to help every person move from 
where they are to where God wants them to be through 
four steps.

Know God | “I will bring you out” 

Bringing people out of Egypt and into salvation through 
Sunday Gatherings 

Find Freedom | “I will free you” 

Getting the Egypt out of them through Community Groups

Discover Purpose | “I will redeem you”

Redeeming them by helping them understand who they are 
in Christ through the Growth Track 

Make a Difference | “I will take you as my people” 

Helping them find their ministry through the Dream Team 

Throughout the semester and during the final group 
meeting after conference, you want to help them move one 
step.  For possible steps, please reference the Move One 
Step resource on page 32-33. 
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1. PRAY DAILY for group members. Tell them you are 
praying for them and encourage them to pray for each 
other.

2. DEVELOP a future leader. This may be the most fulfilling 
accomplishment of leadership: investing in someone to 
find his/her purpose in God by  learning to help others. 

3. SPEND TIME individually with group members between 
meetings.

4. FOSTER COMMUNICATION within the group. Have 
your group members exchange contact information and 
encourage them to connect outside the group.

6. RALLY the group around a member going  through 
crisis. Use wisdom and be sensitive!

Your Co-Leader
Our church supports the co-leader model for Freedom 
Groups. There is no better way to develop a leader 
than inviting someone to lead with you. When using the 
co-leader model, it is important for both leaders to know 
their roles, expectations, and responsibilities. Meeting 
together before beginning your group can be a helpful 
way to determine those roles and responsibilities, such as 
leading some of the discussions, praying with individuals, 
bringing some of the food items, etc. Give one another 
constructive feedback, and help assess how close you 
came to the 70/30 Principle.   

TIPS TO BEING A SUCCESSFUL LEADER
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With the privilege of leadership comes responsibility. In 
his pastoral letter to Timothy, the Apostle Paul lists some 
standards for leadership. 

If anyone wants to provide leadership in the church, 
good! But there are preconditions: A leader must be well-

thought-of, committed to his wife, cool and collected, 
accessible, and hospitable. He must know what he’s 

talking about, not be over fond of wine, not pushy but 
gentle, not thin-skinned, not money-hungry. He must 

handle his own affairs well, attentive to his own children 
and having their respect… The same goes for those who 
want to be servants in the church: serious, not deceitful, 

not too free with the bottle, not in it for what they can get 
out of it. They must be reverent before the mystery of the 
faith, not using their position to try to run things… Those 

who do this servant work will come to be highly respected, 
a real credit to this Jesus-faith. 

(1 tiMothy 3:1-13, MSG)

A Freedom Group Leader is: 
1.   Passionate about God and people. 
2.  A person of character and integrity. 
3.  Committed to personal spiritual growth.
4.  Supportive of the vision and mission of the church. This 
includes attending a Sunday gathering and supporting the 
church financially through tithes and offerings.

GROUP LEADER COMMITMENT
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GROUP LEADER RESPONSIBILITIES

Supported by: Freedom Group Coach

Prerequisites:
1. Become a member of our church and complete the 

Growth Track.
2. Complete Freedom and attend a Freedom Conference 
3. Attend Freedom Group Training Session.
4. Agree to comply with the Freedom Group Leader 

Covenant and Honor Code.

Responsibilities:
1. Pray for and coordinate weekly Freedom Group 

meetings.
2. Pray daily for everyone in your Freedom Group and for 

your coach. 
3. Be an example to your Freedom Group members, 

developing them into future leaders.
4. Provide a supportive atmosphere in which Freedom 

Group members are able to discover and develop 
their spiritual gifts.

5. Maintain unity by representing the philosophy on 
ministry and theology of our church.

6. Be open to counsel from your coach and provide 
highlights and concerns about your Freedom Group 
regularly.

7. Promote and assist your group members in registering 
for the Freedom Conference.

8. Register to serve on the Freedom Conference Team
9. Share the stories to empower and encourage others.
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GROUP LEADER ROLE DESCRIPTION
GROUP LEADER 

Purpose Statement: To lead group members in a growing relationship with Christ through authentic 
relationships, focused prayer, and intentional development. 

• Leadership Gifting: Gifts lean toward direction and influence. Knows how to create movement 
by casting a compelling vision and guiding people and resources to achieve results.  

• Relationship Focused: Relationally strong and able to connect with people. Ability to network 
well with people and lead through relational influence.  

• Team Builder: Ability to recruit and empower others focused on team and leadership 
development. 

Responsibilities: 

• Covenant to fulfill the Freedom Church Honor Code and Leadership Commitment 

• Facilitate a healthy group 

• Provide pastoral covering for group 

Development: 

• Assist in identifying and developing group co-leaders to build group culture 

• Help Group Coaches build key relationships with high capacity leaders 

• Complete: Growth Track, Group Leader Coaching Session 

Growth:  

• Utilize the development resources on the Group Leader Website [myfreedom.org/
groupleader] 

• Complete a Freedom Group and attend the Freedom Conference as this is the heart of 
groups at Freedom Church. 

Care: 

• Assist the Campus Pastor with the Pastoral Care needs of the campus.   

• Provide pastoral care for group members 

Prayer: 

• Serve and participate in the Freedom Church prayer campaigns including but not limited to First 
Saturday Prayer, 21 Days of Prayer, etc. 

• Participate as the prayer covering for group members by praying for them daily.
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GROUP CO-LEADER ROLE DESCRIPTION
GROUP CO-LEADER 

Purpose Statement: To lead group members in a growing relationship with Christ through authentic 
relationships, focused prayer, and intentional development. 

• Leadership Gifting: Gifts lean toward direction and influence. Knows how to create movement 
by casting a compelling vision and guiding people and resources to achieve results.  

• Relationship Focused: Relationally strong and able to connect with people. Ability to network 
well with people and lead through relational influence.  

• Team Builder: Ability to recruit and empower others focused on team and leadership 
development. 

Responsibilities: 

• Covenant to fulfill the Freedom Church Honor Code and Leadership Commitment 

• Assist in facilitating a healthy group 

• Assist in providing pastoral covering for group 

Development: 

• Assist in identifying and developing group co-leaders to build group culture 

• Help Group Leader build key relationships with high capacity leaders 

• Complete: Growth Track, Group Leader Coaching Session 

Growth:  

• Utilize the development resources on the Group Leader Website [myfreedom.org/
groupleader] 

• Complete a Freedom Group and attend the Freedom Conference as this is the heart of 
groups at Freedom Church. 

• Lead a group next semester 

Care: 

• Assist the Group Leader with the Pastoral Care needs of the group.   

Prayer: 

• Serve and participate in the Freedom Church prayer campaigns including but not limited to First 
Saturday Prayer, 21 Days of Prayer, etc. 

• Participate as the prayer covering for group members by praying for them daily.
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FREEDOM GROUP LEADER HONOR CODE
As an essential part of the Freedom Church Leadership 
family, you have a responsibility to develop and exhibit 
mature Christian behavior. This should be the basic 
premise of your desire to serve in a Servant/Leader 
position here at Freedom Church.

While serving the Body of Christ as a Community Group 
Leader at Freedom Church, you pledge to present a 
good appearance at all times. In both attire and behavior, 
you should strive to demonstrate Biblical standards in all 
situations.

As Christians, the way we present ourselves is of vital 
importance to the way others perceive Christ. Our conduct 
should never be an embarrassment to Christ, but should 
exemplify the best qualities of a mature believer and 
servant-leader.

Exemplifying the highest moral commitment, Freedom 
Church leaders are to maintain a disciplined life of Bible 
reading, prayer, and fasting. You must also refrain from 
such things as:

• Profanity
• Smoking or chewing tobacco
• Gambling
• Indulging in much wine or other alcoholic 

beverages
• Dishonest gain
• Illicit drugs
• Pornography
• Sexual immorality (sexual activity outside of 

marriage)
• All behaviors which might cause Christ to grieve 

and others to stumble

By providing an example in speech and action, we 
encourage others to grow in Christ and become servant-
leaders themselves. This is a way of life measured by the 
heart and commitment of each leader in the Freedom 
Church family. We should regard it as an essential part of 
our development, not as an imposition or restriction.
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ABUSE POLICY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I understand that Freedom Church is a safe place
for children and vulnerable adults and that Freedom 
Church complies with all Federal and State laws regarding 
reporting suspected child abuse. As a Community 
Group Leader, I understand that suspected abuse is to 
be reported to the staff member who oversees the area 
in which I serve. I also understand the 4 types of abuse 
defined below:

Physical: A physical act directed at a child or vulnerable 
adult that causes injury;

Sexual: Contact or interactions between a child and an 
adult, or another child, when the child is being used for 
sexual stimulation of the perpetrator or another person. 
This includes exploitation through photographs, videos, or 
other communication methods;

Emotional: Acts or omissions by the parent or other 
caregivers that have caused, or could cause, serious 
behavioral, cognitive, emotional, or mental disorders;

Neglect: Failure to provide for the child or vulnerable 
adult’s basic needs. This includes adequate adult 
supervision, medical attention, housing, food, and 
clothing. Most cases of physical neglect involve 
inadequate adult supervision that has caused harm to the 
child or vulnerable adult, or places them in danger of such 
harm.

I understand it is not my responsibility to investigate and 
in no instance will I confront a parent or care giver if abuse 
is suspected. As a Community Group Leader, I agree to 
comply with this policy and report any suspected abuse to 
the staff person who oversees the area in which I serve.
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PRAYER

...(we) will give our attention to prayer and the  
ministry of the word. (actS 6:4)

At our church, we believe heart-felt prayer is key to 
leading people to Christ and essential to what we do as a 
church. 

Prayer is the FOUNDATION. As leaders, it is vital that you 
set the tone for prayer. When you look to the example of 
Jesus, you help lay the foundation.

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we 
already have - Jesus Christ.  

(1 corinthianS 3:11, nlt)

Intentional prayer COVERS, PROTECTS and ENLIGHTENS. 
It is important to spiritually prepare the environment 
before group members arrive.

• Humble yourself.
• Invite the presence of the Holy Spirit.
• Ask God to work in the hearts of those He is calling 

to be there and to prepare them to receive what He 
wants to impart.

• Pray that members will have personal revelation and 
understanding of God’s Word.

Prayer is a CONNECTING POINT for ministry. Your group 
needs to offer an opportunity for the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit to take place in people’s lives.

We believe in praying daily for those we are leading and 
those that are leading us.  We call this ONE UP & ONE 
DOWN.  So, leaders pray for their group members and 
coaches daily.
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Prayer readies your heart and helps you hear and
know God’s voice. In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, the Bible 
says to “pray without ceasing.” Live a lifestyle of prayer. 
Never underestimate the power of God working through 
heartfelt prayers; they release the power of God and 
change reality.

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 
much. (James 5:16)

CONSISTENCY is the key when it comes to prayer. We 
must “dwell” in the secret place to “abide” under the 
Almighty’s protective shadow. 

He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. (Psalm 91:1, 

NKJV) 

The word dwell in this verse means to remain or abide, to 
dwell or inhabit. The point is that it must be a lifestyle, not 
just a once in a while activity.

Individual Prayer
Every meeting should end with a time of one-on-one 
prayer.

• Begin the first week by explaining the process, and 
asking them to allow you to pray with them weekly.

• Establish salvation the first time you pray with group 
members.

• Listen for the lie, then speak the truth.

• Prayer should always be for them, and not others

• Ask those without a need to come for a blessing.

• Contact and pray for those during the week that 
needed to leave early.
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ARE YOU READY?

The Process
1. Be a member of our church through Growth Track..
2. Complete the Growth Track.
3. Complete Freedom and attend a Freedom Conference
4. Attend a Freedom Coaching Session.
5. Agree to comply with the Freedom Group Leader       

Covenant and Honor Code.
6. Connect with your coach

Personal Preparation
1. The most strategic planning you can do: Cultivate your 

relationship with Jesus.
2. Get a co-leader.
3. Freedom Leader Book layout is simple and easy to use.
4. Meet with your leader(s) and decide when each person 

will lead. Take a week that challenges you to grow. Assign 
roles to each leader.

5. Compare calendars and pencil in planned absences.
6. Develop goals. “What would be a win for you this  

semester?”  Share it with your coach.
7. Make sure all of you are in Slack.
8. Remember, once a Freedom Leader, you will always be a 

Freedom Leader.
 
Questions?  Please feel free to contact your coach.
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Be sure you know the condition of your flocks,  
give careful attention to your herds. 

(ProverbS 27:23)

Questions to ask:
Tell me about your relationship with Jesus. Does your 
relationship with Jesus take priority in your life? If no, 
share with them your personal testimony and offer to pray 
with them that Jesus will be Lord of their life. Invite them 
to a Sunday worship gathering.

Are you regularly attending weekly worship gatherings?
If no, offer to meet them on Sunday before the gathering 
and sit with them.

Have you been water baptized since you have become a 
believer? If no, encourage them to be baptized at the next 
Baptism Sunday. Invite the rest of your Freedom Group to 
come for support. 

Have you completed the Growth Track? If no, encourage 
them to attend the Growth Track. Remind them that it 
does not have to be done in order so they can jump in at 
any time! Offer to meet your community group members 
there to attend the Growth Track events together. 

Have you identified your spiritual gifts? Are you using 
them to serve on the Dream Team? If no, encourage them 
to attend Growth Track StepTHREE on the third Sunday of 
the month.

MOVE ONE STEP RESOURCE
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Describe your daily Bible reading. Do you use a Bible 
Reading Plan? If no, direct them to the YouVersion Bible 
App, and choose a Bible Reading Plan to complete 
together. If they do not use a smart device, then help 
them find the book of John in the Bible to begin reading.
 
Tell me about your prayer life. Do you have a time, place, 
and plan to pray? If no, invite them to join you for First 
Saturday Prayer at the Bel Air Campus.
 
Do you have relationships that offer accountability? If no, 
encourage them to find an accountability partner. 

Are you tithing regularly? If no, recommend the third 
sermon from This Is What We Do on June 4, 2017, 
available at www.myfreedom.org. 
 
Do you desire to build and strenghten prayer in your life?
If yes, recommend joining a Prayer Force Training group 
the next semester.
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THE FREEDOM CONFERENCE

Serving at the Freedom Conference is a privilege that is 
open to all Freedom Leaders and Co-Leaders.

• The Freedom Retreat will be at the Bel Air Campus.   
• The key influence in promoting and explaining the 

value of the Freedom Conference is the Freedom 
Group Leader.

• As a leader, you are invited to serve those you have 
been leading for the semester.  Please make plans to 
be present and serve the entire conference.

• Conference registration will open first for leaders at no 
cost before registration opens to participants.

• In order to be prepared and understand the 
responibilites for your designated role at the 
conference, you will need to attend the Freedom 
Conference Team Training Session.

• Conference Teams:  Host Team, Events Team, 
Intecessors, and Prayer Team

• For the Host Team there is no pre-requisite, and you 
focus on serving the participants inside the room.  

• For the Events Team there is no pre-requisite, and you 
help with meals, registration, and greeting.

• For the Intercessors Team there is no pre-requisite, and 
you interced in prayer for the conference, team, and 
participants.

• For the Prayer Team, you must have served on another 
team, and you will pray with participants one-on-one 
during the conference.
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FREEDOM CALENDAR

Please use these tentative dates in planning for your 
Freedom Group and the Freedom Retreat.

Aug 14 | Freedom Groups Registration 

Aug 17 | Coaching session for leaders and co-leaders

Aug 17 | Freedom Conference Team Registration opens 
for Leaders and Co-Leaders

Sep 4 | Freedom Groups Launch

Oct 2 | Conference Registration opens for Participants

Nov 5 | Freedom Conference Team Rally

Nov 28 | Freedom Conference Host Set Up Night

Nov 29 | Freedom Conference Host Team Training 
 
Nov 30 | Freedom Conference Events Team Training & 
Prep Night

Dec 2-3 | Freedom Conference

Dec 4 | Final Group Meetings this week. Guide your 
participants into next steps through the Move One Step 
Resource, page 32-33.

Jan 8, 15 & 22 | Group Leader Training Session
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CHILDCARE AND GROUND RULES

As a community group leader, you may need to think and 
plan for childcare within your group.  

We want to be inviting and thoughtful when planning for 
the members of our group, which includes their children.  

Suggestions for childcare possibilities
• Communicate before your first group meeting if 

parents need to secure childcare.
• If your group is focused towards famlies, then you can 

be proactive in securing an individual for childcare.  
Make sure to consider the best area for the children 
to meet during the meeting.  Those that are benfiting 
from the childcare may share the cost.

Ground Rules for Your Group
• It is the leader’s responsibility to establish clear 

expectations that will serve as guard rails for a safe and 
healthy group.

• Allow the group to decide on the ground rules, so that 
they are bought in from the beginning.

• The ground rules should be reached by consesus 
versus a majority.

• Things to keep in mind: environment, food,  
childcare, timeliness, confidentiality, and participation.
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God sets the lonely in families. (PSalM 68:6)

God knows we need a loving group of people around 
us. It is through Community Groups that we can see the 
church family functioning in relationships of genuine love 
and practical care. In Community Groups we celebrate 
personal victories, we support each other through difficult 
times, we believe in each other’s potential, and we show 
loyalty by keeping confidence.

We care for our Community Group members in practical 
ways:

1.  ACCOUNTABILITY - Ask tough questions; help
     them keep commitments.

2.  AFFIRMATION - Offer words of encouragement
     and support; affirm their strengths.

3.  ASSESSMENT - Evaluate their condition
     objectively; help them gain perspective.

4.  ACCEPTANCE - Provide unconditional
     love and grace to them even when they fail.

5.  ADVICE - Speak words of wise counsel and give
     them options for their decisions.  

6.  ADMONITION - Offer words of caution
     and warning so they can avoid pitfalls. 

7.  ASSETS - Give them tangible gifts and
     resources – a book, a CD, or a personal contact.

8.  APPLICATION - Direct them to discover how
     they can practice what they have learned.

A FAMILY WITHIN A FAMILY
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LIFE GIVING SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

In life giving ministry, it is helpful to know scriptures that 
pertain to certain areas of ministry. Many times, simply reading 
the Word of God to people, praying with them, and allowing 
the Holy Spirit to bring conviction and truth to their lives, is 
the only role you will play in ministering to them. 

Below are some pratical guidelines for ministry:
• Greet people warmly
• Encourage them by bringing God’s Word to their   
 circumstances
• Address them by name as you talk and pray with them

The following are some scriptures, arranged alphabetically by 
subject, that you might find helpful 
in life giving ministry:

aBortion

Children are a reward from God (psalm 127:3)

God created us and knew us in our mother’s womb (psalm 
139:13-16)

addictions (alcohol, drugs etc.)
Do not let sin control your body (romans 6:12)

Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit  
(1 corinthians 6:19)

Through Christ we can be set free (galatians 5:1)

Live by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires 
of the flesh (galatians 5:16)

adultery

See “Freedom” and “Sexual Immorality”
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anger

Anger does not achieve God’s righteousness (James 1:19)

Don’t let the sun go down on your anger, or give the devil 
opportunity (ephesians 4:26, 31)

Turn the other cheek (matthew 5:28-40) 

We must rid ourselves of anger (colossians 3:8)

anxiety

Don’t worry, pray (philippians 4:6-13)

Cast all of your anxiety on Jesus (1 peter 5:7)

God will never leave you or forsake you (heBrews 13:5-6)

Backsliding

If we confess our sins God will forgive us (1 John 1:8-9)

Jesus can keep us from falling (Jude 1:24-25)

Baptism of the holy spirit

Repent and you will receive the baptism of the Spirit (acts 
2:38)

Anyone who asks can receive the Holy Spirit (luke 11:13)

child discipline

Fathers don’t provoke your children to anger (ephesians 6:4)

Rebellion is like the sin of witchcraft (1 samuel 15:23)

Fathers don’t frustrate you children (colossians 3:21)

He who spares the rod hates the son (proverBs 13:24)

Train a child well and as they grow old they will not depart 
from their training (proverBs 22:6)

The rod will drive folly from the heart of a child 
(proverBs 22:15)
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children’s responsiBilities

Children obey your parents (ephesians 6:1)

Honor your father and mother that you may live long (exodus 

20:12)

Youth, set an example for others (1 timothy 4:12)

condemnation

There is no condemnation for those in Christ (romans 8:1)

He who hears the word and believes will not be condemned 
(John 5:24)

Jesus did not come to condemn the world but to save it (John 
3:17-18)

confession / repentance

If we confess our sins God will forgive our sins (1 John 1:9)

When you keep silent about sin your body wastes away (psalm 
32:3)

Confess your sins to one another and you will be healed 
(James 5:16)

cults

Test the spirits (1 John 4:1)

False prophets can deceive even the elect (mark 13:21-23)

deliverance

Resist the devil and he will flee (James 4:7)

We have the power to bind demons (matthew 18:18)

We can tread on the enemy and he cannot injure us (luke 
10:19)

Where the Spirit is there is freedom (2 corinthians 3:17)
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deny self

The greatest shall be a servant (matthew 20:26-27)

Those who come after Jesus must deny themselves (matthew 
8:34)

A grain of wheat must die to bear fruit (John 12:24)

depression

God will restore the joy of our salvation (psalm 51:10-12)

All things work together for good to those who love God (ro-
mans 8:28, 31)

Give thanks in all circumstances (1 thessalonians 5:18)

Come to the Lord when weary and burdened and find rest (mat-
thew 11:28-39)

God heals the brokenhearted (psalm 147:3)

discouragement

Do not become weary in doing good, and you will be reward-
ed (galatians 6:9)

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, God saves me (psalm 
138:7-8)

We are hard pressed but do not despair (2 corinthians 4:8-9)

divorce

What God has joined together let no one separate (matthew 
19:4-6)

A wife must not separate from her husband. And a husband must 
not divorce his wife. (1 corinthians 7:10-12)

Wives respect your husbands. Husbands love your wives as 
yourself. (ephesians 5:21-33)
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Therefore as God’s chosen people holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 
of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. (colossians 3:12-15)

faith

Faith is assurance of things hoped for (heBrews 11:1)

Without faith it is impossible to please God (heBrews 11:6)

Jesus is the author of our faith (heBrews 12:2)

Faith without works is dead (James 2:17)

fasting

When you fast (we are to fast) (matthew 6:16)

On the day of your fast you have your request (isaiah 58:3)

The fast the Lord desires is for a man to be humble (isaiah 58:5)

fear

When you die to the flesh you are free from fear 
(romans 8:13-17)

The Lord will protect you from evil (2 thessalonians 3:3)

Do not fear for God is with you (isaiah 41:10)

The Lord is my light whom shall I fear (psalm 27:1-3)

The Lord is my shepherd (psalm 23)

Make the Lord your refuge and no harm will befall you (psalm 
91)

God has not given us a spirit of fear (2 timothy 1:7)

Perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4:18)
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fear of man

Do your work for the Lord not to impress men (colossians 
3:23)

If you do good works to please men you lose your reward in 
Heaven (matthew 6:1)

Trust in God, do not fear, what can man do to you? (psalm 
56:11)

fear of the lord

The fear of the Lord leads to life and being untouched by evil 
(proverBs 19:23)

When all is said and done, fear the Lord the most important 
thing. (ecclesiastes 12:13)

The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him (psalm 25:14)

Humility and the fear of the Lord bring wealth, honor, and life 
(proverBs 22:4)

forgiveness

Forgive others and Satan does not have an advantage over you 
(2 corinthians 2:10-11)

If you forgive others, God will forgive you 
(matthew 6:14-15)

Bless those who persecute you (romans 12: 14)

fornication

See “Freedom” and “Sexual Immorality”
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freedom

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But 
do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve 
one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in 
keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be 
destroyed by each other. So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires 
what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary 
to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that 
you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law. The acts of the flesh 
are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, 
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those 
who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since 
we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us 
not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 
(galatians 5:13-26)

generational curses

God is jealous and visits iniquity of fathers on children to 3rd 
and 4th generation (exodus 20:5-6)

Whom the Son sets free is free indeed (John 8:36)

god’s expectations of us

To do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly before Him (micah 
6:8)

These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble 
and contrite in spirit, and who tremble at my word (isaiah 66:2)

Pure in heart and spirit see God (matthew 5:3, 8)

Keep His commandments, love Him and others 
(John 5:10)
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grief 

Jesus goes to prepare a place for us after we die 
(John 14:1-3)

If we believe in Jesus, yet we die, we shall live (John 11:25)

Now we see in a mirror dimly, but then, face to face 
(1 corinthians 13:12)

Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted (mat-
thew 5:4)

guilt

Confess and find mercy (proverBs 28:13)

All have sinned (romans 3:23)

God freely gives eternal life (romans 6:23)

There is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus (romans 
8:1-3)

The old is gone, the new is come (2 corinthians 5:17)

healing

I am the God who heals you (exodus 15:26)

Jesus took our infirmities, by His stripes we are healed (1 peter 
2:24)

Ask anything of God according to His will, and He hears us (1 
John 5:14-15)

We have authority to heal every disease and sickness (matthew 
10:1)

God will restore your health (Jeremiah 30:17)

The Lord forgives our sins and heals all of our diseases (psalm 103:3)

holiness

Be holy in our behavior (1 peter 1:14-16)

Be holy as the Lord Himself is holy (ecclesiastes 20:22)
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Don’t be conformed to the world (romans 12:2)

Pursue sanctification without which you will not see the Lord 
(heBrews 12:14)

holy spirit

Better when Jesus leaves and the Holy Spirit comes 
(John 16:7)

Brings conviction of truth & will guide you to truth (John 16:8-
13)

Brings comfort (acts 9:31)

Brings wonderful things to the life of the believer 
(1 corinthians 2:8-13)

Brings spiritual gifts (1 corinthians 12:7)

homosexuality

See “Freedom” and “Sexual Immorality”

hope

For I know the plans I have for you, to give you future and 
hope (Jeremiah 29:11)

We wait in hope for the Lord, He is our shield, in Him we re-
joice (psalm 33:20)

Hope deferred makes the heart sick (proverBs 13:12)

There is future hope for you and your hope will not be cut off 
(proverBs 23:18)

Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength and soar 
on wings as eagles (isaiah 40:31)

humility

The greatest in God’s kingdom are the humble 
(matthew 18:4)
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Humble yourself and God will exalt you (James 4:10)

Humility brings wealth, honor, and life (proverBs 22:4)

Humility brings abundant prosperity (psalm 37:11)

God gives His grace to the humble (James 4:6)

husBand responsiBilities

Take care of your wife or your prayers will go unanswered (1 peter 
3:7)

Love your wife as Christ loved the Church (ephesians 5:25)

Characteristics of a man of God (1 timothy 3:1-13)

Honor the marriage bed (heBrews 13:4)

Husbands must fulfill their marriage duties to their wives (1 
corinthians 7:3-4)

intercession

Intercession be made for everyone (1 timothy 2:1)

Paul requests intercession on his behalf (ephesians 6:19)

Paul intercedes for others (colossians1:3)

Jealousy

Jealousy and envy results in disorder and evil (James 3:16)

Jealousy is worldliness (1 corinthians 3:3)

We shall not covet the property of others (exodus 20:17)

Judging others

We will be judged in the manner we judge others 
(matthew 7:2-5)

Judgment will be merciless for those who show no mercy (James 2:13)

Jesus judged from hearing God, not from His own opinions (John 
5:30)
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loneliness

God’s love for us is unfailing (isaiah 54:10)

God will never leave us or forsake us (heBrews 13:5-6)

Jesus wants to have fellowship with us (revelation 3:20)

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted (psalm 34:18)

love one another

Fervently love one another from the heart (1 peter 1:22)

If you love one another you abide in the light (1 John 2:10)

If you love one another you are born of God because God is 
love (1 John 4:7-8)

lust

Don’t make provision for lust (romans 13:14)

Self-discipline over lust (1 thessalonians 4:4)

Live by the spirit and don’t carry out desires of the flesh 
(galatians 5:16-18)

Do not let sin reign in your body, do not give your body to sin 
(romans 6:12-13)

marriage

They will become one flesh (genesis 2:21-24)

He who finds a wife finds what is good (proverBs 18:22)

Christ the head of man, man the head of the woman (1 corin-
thians 11:3)

It is better to marry than burn with passion 
(1 corinthians 7:9)

marital proBlems

I will walk in my house with a blameless heart 
(psalm 101:2)
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As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15)

Get rid of anger, be kind and compassionate to one another 
(ephesians 4:31-32)

Husbands love your wives as yourself, wives respect your 
husbands (ephesians 5:21-33)

Wives submit to your husbands as unto the Lord, husbands 
love your wives as Christ loves the church (colossians 3:18-19)

materialism / money

Be content with food and shelter (1 timothy 6:8)

The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil 
(1 timothy 6:10)

If you love the world the love of God is not in you 
(1 John 2:15)

If have the world’s goods and see a brother in need, the love 
of God not in you (1 John 3:17)

Don’t be a slave to money (mathew 6:24)

Give God the first fruits (proverBs 3:9-10)

Trust the Lord in your finances (proverBs 3:5) 

Be honest in the use of your money (proverBs 13:11)

God will meet all of your needs (philippians 4:19)

Give and it will be given unto you (luke 6:38)

oBedience

Through obedience we come to know Him (1 John 2:3)

If obedient, ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you 
(1 John 3:21)

You have a choice between blessing and curse, a blessing if you 
choose to obey the Lord’s commandments (deuteronomy 11:26-
28)

Rebellion is like the sin of witchcraft (1 samuel 15:22-23)

Through obedience we receive the Holy Spirit, Jesus reveals 
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Himself to us and abides in us (John 14:15-21)

Don’t just hear the Word of God, do what it says 
(James 1:22)

peace of mind

Jesus said in me you will find peace (John 16:33)

Because of our faith we have peace with God 
(romans 5:1)

Let the peace of God rule in your hearts (colossians 3:15)

Sleep in peace for the Lord is our safety (psalm 4:8)

persistence

I’ve fought the good fight, I’ve finished the race 
(2 timothy 4:7)

We will reap a harvest if we do not give up (galatians 6:9)

Those who obey to the end will be given authority (revelation 
2:24)

To him who overcomes it will be granted their names written 
in the book of life (revelation 3:5)

prayer

If your heart doesn’t condemn you, ask what you wish (1 John 
3:21)

Confidence comes from praying (1 John 5:14-15)

The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective (James 
5:16)

prayer shield

We are to pray and intercede for each other 
(ephesians 6:18)

Paul requests prayer on his behalf (ephesians 6:19)
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pride

Pride is an abomination to God (proverBs 16:5)

God is opposed to the proud (James 4:6)

God will bring down the proud (isaiah 25:11)

priorities

Seek first the kingdom of God (matthew 6:33)

Greatest commandment is to love God then love neighbor 
second commandment (matthew 22:36-39)

Greatest in kingdom of God are the humble 
(matthew 18:3-4)

Whoever wishes to be great must first be a servant (matthew 
20:26-28)

reap what you sow

God is not mocked, you will reap what you sow 
(galatians 6:7)

The Lord gives to each according to his deeds 
(Jeremiah 17:9) 

reconciliation

God reconciled the world through Christ 
(2 corinthians 5:18-19)

Before giving your offering be reconciled with your brother 
(matthew 5:23-26)

Principle of godly reconciliation (matthew 18:15-17)

saBBath

If you turn from pleasure on Sabbath, God will bless you (isaiah 
58:13)

There is a Sabbath rest for the people of God 
(heBrews 4:8-10)
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salvation

Whoever believes in him will have eternal life (John 3:16)

Wages of sin is death (romans 6:23)

No condemnation for those in Christ Jesus (romans 8:1)

Believe in your heart and confess with your mouth 
(romans 10:9-10)

We are saved by grace (ephesians 2:8-9)

Work out your salvation with fear and trembling 
(philippians 2:12-13)

sexual immorality

Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love 
and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart. (2 timothy 2:22)

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid 
sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control your 
own body in a way that is holy and honorable (1 thessalonians 4:3-4)

God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you 
can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way 
out so that you can endure it. 
(1 corinthians 10:13)

Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept 
pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral 
(heBrews 13:4)

Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are 
outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own 
body.  Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are 
not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your bodies. (1 corinthians 10:18-20)

See also “Freedom”
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soul-ties

Do not associate with immoral brother (1 corinthians 5:9)

Bad company corrupts good morals (1 corinthians 15:33)

Do not associate with unruly brother (2 thessalonians 3:6)

Do not be bound together with unbelievers 
(2 corinthians 6:14)

spiritual gifts

God has given us different gifts (romans 12:6-8)

Don’t neglect the gift you’ve received (1 timothy 4:14)

Spiritual gifts are given to each of us (1 corinthians 12:7-11)

These are the gifts Christ gave the church 
(ephesians 4:11-13)

Great variety of spiritual gifts (1 peter 4:10-11)

spiritual warfare

Pay attention to deceitful spirits (1 timothy 4:1)

Fight the good fight of faith (1 timothy 6:12)

Put on the armor of God. Our struggle is against spiritual enemy 
(ephesians 6:10-18)

No soldier entangles himself in everyday life (2 timothy 2:4)

Humble yourself, resist the devil and he will flee (James 4:7)

Be on the alert, the devil is like a roaring lion out to destroy you 
(1 peter 5:8)

suBmission to authority

Submit to authority (1 peter 2:13)

Obey leaders and submit to their authority (heBrews 13:17)

Submit to governing authorities, for your good 
(romans 13:1-7)

suicide
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Take refuge in the Lord and he will defend you 
(psalm 91:1,11,12,15,16)

Jesus came to give us abundant life (John 10:10)

temptation

God will not allow you to be tempted above what you can 
handle (1 corinthians 10:13)

We must master sin (genesis 4:7)

Crucify self and no longer be a slave to sin (romans 6:6)

Make no provision for the flesh (romans 13:14)

Take every thought captive (2 corinthians 10:5)

Walk by spirit and don’t carry out the desires of the flesh (ga-
latians 5:16)

Tempted when carried away with our own lust (James 1:14)

Let your mind dwell on good things (philippians 4:8)

Watch and pray that you will not fall into temptation (matthew 
26:41)

thanksgiving

Enter His gates with thanksgiving (psalm 100:1)

I will give thanks for I am fearfully and wonderfully made (psalm 
139:13)

tithing and giving

Test God to see Him bless you when you tithe 
(malachi 3:8-10)

Giving profits our account (philippians 4:17)

Honor the Lord from the first of our fruits (proverBs 3:9)

Give and it will be given unto you (luke 6:38)

God loves a cheerful giver (2 corinthians 9:7)

trials

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial (James 1:12)
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Afflictions produce eternal glory (2 corinthians 4:17)

Do not be surprised with trials, they are for your testing (1 peter 
4:12)

After suffering for a while, God will strengthen and restore you 
(1 peter 5:10)

Those who are loved will be disciplined (revelation 3:19)

trust in the lord

Trust in the Lord with all of your heart and God will make your 
paths straight (proverBs 3:5-6)

Put on the shield of faith (ephesians 6:16)

Trust in the Lord and do not be afraid (psalm 56:4)

Don’t be troubled, trust in God, He will prepare a place for 
you (John 14:1)

who we are in christ

We are a chosen race, a royal priesthood (1 peter 2:9)

He who overcomes will be given authority to rule the nations 
(revelation 2:26)

We are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms 
(ephesians 2:6, 10)

To those who recieve Jesus, who believe in His name, they are 
children of God (John 1:12)

wife responsiBilities

Submit to husband (1 peter 3:1-6)

Respect your husband (ephesians 5:33)

Adorn yourself modestly (1 timothy 2:9)

Women should not exercise authority over men 
(1 timothy 2:12) 

Be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind and submissive (titus 2:5)
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The wife’s body belongs to her husband 
(1 corinthians 7:3-4)

Keep the marriage bed pure (heBrews 13:4)

The wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives (1 corin-
thians 7:39)

words and their power

Let no unwholesome word come out of your mouth 
(ephesians 4:29-30)

Life and death are in the power of our words (proverBs 18:21)

We will be held accountable for every careless word (matthew 12:36)

Let speech always be with grace (colossians 4:6)

With our tongues we praise God and curse men, this should 
not be (James 3:9-10)






