
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/fiftysixleaders to do the following:


1. Read through the small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials (if any), and check students in.

3. Attend adult gathering for worship then at announcement video, head into Growth Track room to start small 

group. 

4. Teach students about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

-Bible (Bring your own each week)

-“Statement Cards” Activity Page 

-Prayer Journal 

-Pen or pencil for the leader 


Reference Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 

Activity #1 | Ice Breaker   
What you do:

   -Use the Statement Cards to play the game described in the activity below. 

Point: This will help you gauge where your group is on what they believe forgiveness is 
and isn’t. It will also open them up to conversation about their thoughts on the topic.

Activity #2 | Bible Story     
What you do:

   -Talk through the parable of the servant who was forgiven, but did not forgive. 

Point: To teach God’s views on forgiveness as well as share how we should forgive 
others. 

Activity #3 | Discussion Questions 
What you do:

   -Talk through the discussion questions. 

Point: To build relationship as well as let students share their thoughts on the topic.

Activity #4 | Prayer  
Remember to use your new Prayer Journals to take requests and pray over the requests. 
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2. Bible Story 
WHAT YOU SAY: So, that was a fun way to get active! We really love hearing what you think 
about things. Sometimes it’s difficult to put into words why we feel a certain way about 
something, but today, we are hoping to help you understand what the Bible tells us and what 
we can KNOW about FORGIVENESS. As a matter of fact, we are really leaning into this idea 
about forgiveness all month. And does anyone know who we are talking about in our timeline 
right now? (Jesus) So, we will be hearing all of these things about forgiveness straight from 
Jesus. If you can’t trust anyone else, you can definitely trust Him. 


Also, I know that your parents or grandparents are asking you what you’re learning about at 
church each week, so when they ask, I want you to be able to tell them “Forgiveness.” But, 
just to make sure that we don’t forget, whenever you hear “Forgiveness,” I need you to 
simply high-five your neighbor. Okay? So, “FORGIVENESS!” (Have them do that every time. 
Even when they roll their eyes, they are enjoying it.) 


So, “forgiveness.” When Jesus was leading His earthly ministry, He would end up with all 
kinds of questions, and He knew that many times to answer those questions, stories would 
work best. The church word for Jesus’ stories is called “parables.” Anyone ever hear that? 
Today, we are going to be leaning into a parable—which is a story that’s not true, but has a 
heavenly meaning. See if you can pick up on what that meaning is today. To set it up, let’s 
open our Bibles and head over Matthew 18. (Read Matt. 18:21-22) Are you high-fiving each 
other when you hear that word? Come on, guys! (this is a joke)


HEAR   
Hear from God

TALK   
Connection Activity


1. Ice Breaker  


WHAT YOU DO:  
-Welcome your group to FiftySix. 

-Get out the Statement Cards. 

-Tell your group that you will read them a Statement Card and if they believe that it’s a clear 

  description of forgiveness, they should stand up as fast as they can. If they believe that it 

  is not true about forgiveness, they should slap the table. 

-You will call on the last person who either stands or slaps the table and ask them why they 

  think that.  

-Remember not to challenge them yourselves, but allow other students to challenge if 

  they’d like to discuss why they agree or disagree—the lesson will make it clear as to what 

  forgiveness is and isn’t. This is to gauge what THEY think.

-Continue this activity until you are out of cards. 

-After the lesson, you may want to return and see if anyone wants to change an answer. 


Note: If a student is shy or nervous, don’t force them to answer, but choose a leader or 
another student to help them out.  

 

CONNECT 
 


an activity that 
invites students to 
share with others 
and build on their 

understanding 
 

EXPLORE 
 


an activity that 
invited students to 
explore God’s Word 
through listening or 

hands on 
experience 
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HEAR  
Hear from God

HEAR  
Hear from God

2. Bible Story (Continued) 
WHAT YOU SAY: And this is our set up. What’s the point to that? Just 77 times? (allow 
answers) No, Jesus is saying an unlimited number! One version says, 70 times 7! Peter 
thought he was asking a lot by saying 7 times, but Jesus says “forgive” 77 times! But, if that 
didn’t teach Peter, Jesus then shares a story with everyone who’s listening. (Reach Matt. 
18:23-35)


What a story! Anyone heard that before? Let’s break it down a little bit. What is this story 
ultimately about? (Forgiveness) Does it surprise you that the king “forgave” such a huge 
debt? It does me. But even after being “forgiven,” what did the man go and do? (Didn’t 
forgive someone else) Apparently he didn’t learn that lesson very well. But why would Jesus 
tell that story? Let’s look at some hidden themes within. 


Who is the king in this story and why do you think that? (Jesus or God) Who is the forgiven 
servant? (you and me) Who is the man who the forgiven servant, didn’t forgive? (everyone 
that has done wrong to us) Now that we understand that, let’s read the last bit and then talk 
about it. (Read Matt. 18:34-35) That seems really rough!!! But, do you know what this tells 
me? It tells me that Jesus takes forgiveness very seriously. And the fact that He would 
forgive us of an unpayable debt blows my mind! Think about this verse: Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32 

2. Bible Story (Conclusion) 
WHAT YOU SAY: You don’t have to high-five for this part. When we believe that Jesus died 
for us and rose again, and when we ask Him into our lives to forgive and save us, He does. 
No questions asked. And He’s forgiven you of everything, not just what you’ve done, but 
everything you might ever do. This is huge, because that verse tells me to forgive others just 
as Jesus forgave me. That means, anything and everything. 


But since we are going to be talking about forgiveness this whole month, I want to share 
some things about it. Forgiveness is a lot of things and isn’t a lot of things, like we talked 
about earlier. But, forgiveness is not saying that what happened was right, or okay. (give 
examples; age appropriate) Forgiveness is not forgetting what happened. And forgiveness 
does not mean that you and the person that you hurt or that hurt you will get along again. 


Forgiveness IS for you. Forgiveness is obeying God’s Word. When you forgive someone for 
hurting you, you are choosing to say, “I know that it wasn’t right, but I believe that if God can 
forgive me for everything then I can forgive you.” You’re also saying that your relationship 
with God is first! Forgiveness will also remove a burden from you. Because the opposite of 
forgiveness is bitterness, and bitterness is painful and a burden that only God can remove 
through forgiveness. So, you can high-five again. Remember that story about “forgiveness.” 
Tell it to the people who ask you what you’ve learned. And remember at school this week 
and at home and playing your sports, forgiveness is not weak! Forgiveness is God’s way and 
His way is always the best way. 

EXPLORE 
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3. Discussion Questions   

WHAT YOU DO: 
Ask:  
-Do you think forgiveness is a strength or a weakness? Why?


-Why does forgiveness matter?


-How do you know if you have forgiven someone? What does it look like to forgive 

  someone? (This is an opportunity to review what forgiveness is and what it is not from  
  the Ice Breaker Activity)


-How can it help you show forgiveness if you know and think about how everyone is made 

  in the image of God?


-Is forgiveness about fairness? What if you don’t think someone deserves to be forgiven? 

  (Encourage kids to explain their answers.) 

 
 

CONNECT 
 


an activity that 
invites students to 
share with others 
and build on their 

understanding 
 

LIVE  
Application Activity

4. Pray  

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Circle up with your students.

-Open up the Prayer Journal to March 1st. 

-Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests and write down their prayer requests in the 

 journal.

-Remind your students that you will be praying a prayer of thanks at the end of the month 

 thanking God for all of the requests that He’s answered.   

-Lead your students in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests.   
 
 

 

  

REFLECT 
 


an activity that 
creates space for 

personal 
understanding and 

application 

PRAY  
Pray to God
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