
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/fiftysixleaders to do the following:


1. Read through the small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials (if any), and check students in.

3. Attend adult gathering for worship then at announcement video, head into Growth Track room to start small 

group. 

4. Teach students about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

-Bible (Bring your own each week)


                                                 


                                 


Reference Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 

Activity #1 | Ice Breaker   
What you do:

   -Welcome those that are new and begin some conversation about the day so far. 

     Introduce the topic before jumping into the content. 

Point: To loosen up the environment and get students talking about themselves.  

Activity #2 | Bible Story     
What you do:

   -Tell the story about David and Jonathan honoring one another. Engage the students 

     with questions and keeping things moving.   

Point: To show how David and Jonathan honored each other as friends. We, too, can 
honor our friends by valuing them above ourselves. 

Activity #3 | Discussion Questions 
What you do:

   -Talk through the discussion questions. 

Point: To build relationship as well as let students share their thoughts on the topic.

Activity #4 | Prayer  
Remember to use your new Prayer Journals to take requests and pray over the requests. 
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2. Bible Story 

WHAT YOU SAY: So, we are learning about David and his amazing adventures. The Bible is 
full of stuff like this. I mean, a kid who stands up to a giant in the name of the Lord and 
comes out on top to save his entire country! Imagine if that were a movie! I’d watch it. But 
we are talking about more than just David. We are talking about a concept in each group 

this month. Does anyone know what that is? (Honor) Very good. And the definition we are 
using is: Honor is letting someone know you see how valuable they really are. (Feel free 
to repeat it)


Many times we think that honor is something we only give to people higher up or older than 
we are. But God’s desire is that we honor everyone! It’s part of how we show love. Just like 
our verse. (You can have someone look it up and read it) What does Romans 12:10 say? 
Honor others more than ourselves. “Others” is everyone. Saul honored David by giving him a 
chance even though he wasn’t the obvious choice. We saw that was a great thing. 


And after that, David and Saul became very close. David was invited to the palace several 
times to play music for Saul and eat at his table. David even joined Saul’s army and became 
a key player in Saul’s plans. But more than this, David became best friends with Saul’s son, 
Jonathan. Now, Jonathan was a boss. A manly man! One time, just him and his shield bearer 
took on over 30 Philistines and won! Jonathan loved God and did his best to serve God. And 
David and Jonathan became inseparable. But, listen to how the Bible talks about this.  


HEAR   
Hear from God

TALK   
Connection Activity


1. Ice Breaker  


WHAT YOU DO:  
-Welcome anyone who is new. 

-Take some time to talk about the worship gathering you just experienced. 

-Take some time to talk about the week the students have had. 

-Ask the following:

	 -Who here has a best friend? Who is it and why?

	 -When you look for a best friend, what are some qualities you think you should look 
	   for?

	 -Do you think friends are necessary? Why or why not?


WHAT YOU SAY: “Today, we are going to continue talking about David, but we are also 
going to be investigating why friendships are so important and what it means to honor our 
friends.” 


PRAY and ask God for wisdom today as you look into His Word together. (This should truly 
give you and the kids wisdom, but also place everyone in a state of quiet and learning to 
shift the mood a little.)
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HEAR  
Hear from God

HEAR  
Hear from God

2. Bible Story (Continued) 
WHAT YOU SAY: As we read, remember that this is the truth. The Bible says it better than I 
ever could. (Read 1 Samuel 18:1-4) Now, I have to stop and tell you about this. Basically 
Jonathan was telling David that even though he was not “royalty” that Jonathan respected 
him as royalty. He was allowed to wear the prince’s clothing! Wow. What a picture! This was 
Jonathan HONORING David. He was saying that he saw David as valuable no matter who 
he was. Let’s keep going. (Read 1 Samuel 18:5-9) Oh junk…not good. Saul is allowing 
jealousy to creep in. I’m sorry to say, it’s about to get bad. 


The next chapter talks about how Saul got so jealous that he ordered his leaders and 
Jonathan to kill David. However, Jonathan warned David and told him to hide while he spoke 
to his father about it. Jonathan convinces Saul to not kill David, but that David was amazing. 
So Saul apologizes and David HONORS Saul and forgives him. Jonathan is an amazing 
friend for what he’s been doing for David. But, Saul’s jealousy came back and he tried to kill 
David again. David escapes, runs to Samuel the prophet, and hid out there for a while. 


During this time Saul realizes that David will one day have the kingdom and not Jonathan. 
But in a crazy way, Jonathan doesn’t care. He continues to tell his father that David has done 
nothing wrong and he will still be faithful to David. Jonathan even went to David one day and 
they came up with a plan. Jonathan would find out if Saul was still angry, if he was, he would 
let David know and David would have to leave and run for his life. At the end of their talk, 
they made promises to each other that they would be friends and honor each other forever.  

2. Bible Story (Conclusion) 
WHAT YOU SAY: (You can tell this part) Through a series of events, Jonathan let David know 
about Saul and that Saul wanted David dead. Now, this was so extremely sad. But, they 
kept their promises. They reaffirmed to each other that they would look after each other’s 
families and always love each other and no matter what, their friendship would last. On a 
side note remember that for the future, everyone! Very important.  


At this point, they said goodbye. But let’s read how and then close. (Read 1 Samuel 
20:41-42) (Explain when it says they kissed, this wasn’t gross. They were friends, people! No 
nasty.) David bowed down to Jonathan. Why? Jonathan saved David’s life. Why? Why would 
they risk everything for friendship? Because they honored each other and loved each other 
more than themselves. 


We all have friends and friends are so important. But don’t ever take them for granted. Pray 
for them, love them, honor them. Look for way to put them first. This story goes far beyond 
this day for David and Jonathan and we will talk about it in the coming weeks. But that’s 
true for you, too. Don’t let a friendship end simply because hard things happen. Care for and 
love one another. Show honor by showing your friends that you see their true value. 


Time to hear what you all think. Answer these questions and let’s talk about it. 
 

EXPLORE 
 


an activity that 
invited students to 

explore God’s Word 
through listening or 

hands on 
experience 

EXPLORE 
 


an activity that 
invited students to 

explore God’s Word 
through listening or 

hands on 
experience 

November 10th

November 10th



3. Discussion Questions   

WHAT YOU DO: 
Ask:  
-How did Jonathan put David’s needs ahead of his own?


-How can we be like Jonathan and honor our friends by putting them first?


-When is it hard to honor someone by putting them first? (For example: What if your friend  
 asks for your help practicing for a soccer try-out but you will miss something fun to do  
 so? Or what if putting someone first means he or she will get more credit than you do?  
 What if putting someone first costs you something?) 

-What can you do when it’s hard to put someone’s needs ahead of your own? 

 
 

 

CONNECT 
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LIVE  
Application Activity

4. Pray  

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Circle up with your students.

-Open up the Prayer Journal to November 10th. 

-Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests and write down their prayer requests in the 

 journal.

-Remind your students that you will be praying a prayer of thanks at the end of the month 

 thanking God for all of the requests that He’s answered.   

-Lead your students in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests.   
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PRAY  
Pray to God
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